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CHAP. L 

Diego de Velafque%, Governor of Cuba, appoints 
Hernando Cortes Commander in Chief of a 
Fleet for making new Difcoveries. He fails 
from Cuba, and lands in the IJland of Loxu- 
mel, twbere be demolijbes the Indian Idols, and 
meets with a Captive Spaniard. 

JH ERNANDO CORTES was a native 
of Medelin, a town of Eftremadura in Spain/ 
and being educated for a military life, refolved 
to puih his fortune in the Weft-Indies, whither 
he failed in the year 1504, with letters of re- 
commendation to Don Nicholas de Obando his 
kinfman, who was at that time Governor of 
Hilpaniola. This gentleman gave him a very 
kind reception, and admitted him into the 
number of his friends ; but thefe favours could 
A 5 xrot 
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not divert his inclination to arms, and therefore 
that ifland being now poflefled by the Spaniards, 
without any oppofition from the natives, he de- 
fired leave to ferve in the ifland of Cuba, where 
the war was frill carried on, and having arrived 
there, fo far diftinguifhed himfelf, as to obtain 
the reputation of a valiant foldier and able com- 
mander ; on which account he was made Al- 
cade, or chief magiitrate of the town of Su 
J ago, a poll generally conferred on thofe who 
diftinguiflied themfelves in the conqueft of thofe 
countries. Cortes was in this fituation when he 
was recommended to Diego de Velafquez, Go- 
vernor.of Cuba, as a proper perfon fo* making 
conquefts on the Continent; and the Governor 
giving his approbation, a commiffion was in- 
ftantly figned, by which Cortes was appointed 
Captain-general of the fleet, and of the coun- 
tries he ihould difcover and fubdue. 

His nomination to this poft was greatly re- 
fented by all who had flattered themfelves with 
the hopes of obtaining it. Mean while Cortes 
employed his own fortune, and all the money 
he could borrow in the purchafe of provifions, 
arms, and ammunition, and inlifted foldiers 
with fuch expedition and fuccefs, that within a 
few days he had above 300 men in his fer vice ; 
and having equipp'd ten fmall veflels from 80 
to 100 tons each, they failed from the port of 
St. Jago by Cuba, on the 18 th of November 
1 5 18, and coafting along the ifland arrived at 
the port of La Trinidad, where he was joined 
by feveral perfons of diftin&ion who refolved to 
follow his fortunes. But he had no fooner left 
St. Jago than his enemies prevailed on Velaf- 
quez 
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quez to revoke his commiffion; of which Cortes 
being informed, he con felted his friends and 
adherents, who declared with great warmth, 
that they would ftand by him to the iaft extre- 
mity. He then took fuch meafures as appeared 
rooft proper for removing the jealoufy of Velaf- 
quez, and promoting his own fecurity, and hav- 
ing lent Pedro de Alverado with a party of fol- 
diers by land to- take care of the hor/es, and 
raife recruits in the fettkments, he failed with 
the fleet for the Havannah. But in the night, 
the Capitana, in which Cortes embarked, fe- 
paratea from th€ reft, while the other veiTels 
continued their courfe to the port of Havannah, 
where, the people were kindly received by 
Pedro de Barba, the governor under Velafquez. 
* However * having ftaid feverai days without 
hearing any news of Cortes, they concluded 
he was loft, and began to deliberate on chufing 
another commander* but were prevented by his 
arrival, • when he was received with the loud 
acclamations of his men, and treated with great 
refpeft by the governor. 

While he (laid in this place-, he caufed a num- 
ber of cotton quilts to be made, to defend his 
people from the darts and arrows of the Indians, 
it being found that thefe were more ufeful than 
coats of mail. He proved his artillery, exer- 
cifed his foldiers in the ufe of their fire arms 
and crofs-bows, as well as in the management 
of their pikes j and taught- them to form and file 
off, in order to make *n attack and retreat. 
But while he was thus employed, a meflenger 
arrived with difpatches to the governor of 
Havannah, containing exprefs orders to. diveft 

Cortes 
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Cortes of his command, and to fend him prifon* 
er with a ftrong guard to St. Jago. Cortes 
was highly incenfed at Velafquefe's behaviour, 
and his endeavouring to ruin an enterprize ia 
which he and his friends had embarked their 
whole fortunes ; he therefore refolved to provide 
for himfelf, and to make ufe of force if it was 
neceflary ; he even explained his fituation to his 
foldiers, and they raifed fuch a tumult, that the 
governor of Havannah, dreading the confe- 
quence of their refentment, publickly declared, 
that he did not intend to execute the orders he 
had received from Velafquez, which he con- 
fidered as a flagrant adl of injuftice. This com- 
motion being thus appealed, and a brigantine 
added to the fleet, Cortes divided his men into 
eleven companies, delivered inftru&ions to his 
officers, and after a folemn mafs, at which all 
the foldiers affifted, weighed and fet fail from 
Havannah on the loth of February 15 19. 

They had- this day a favourable gale, but the 
fun was no fooner fet than a furious florm arofe, 
which damaged the fleet, Cortes had before fent 
Diego de Ordaz, whofe fidelity he had fufpe&ed, 
to Guanicanico, a fettlement on the other fide of 
cape St. Antonio $ and a little before the ftorm, 
he fent Pedro de Alverado in queft of him, with 
orders to wait for the fleet at cape St. Antonio ; 
but Pedro perceiving that the tempeft had driven 
him fo far into the gulph as to render it difficult 
for him to weather cape St. Antonio, Aeered 
away for the ifland of Cczumel, where upon his 
landing he found a fmall town near the coaft, 
which was abandoned by the Indians, who had 
fled at his approach • Alverado was a young 

man 
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man of an enterprizing genius, but of little ex- 
perience, and imagined that, while he waited for 
the fleet which was to caft anchor at that ifland, 
nothing could fo ill become a foldier as inaction, 
and therefore ordered his men to march, and 
take a view of the inner part of the ifland. At 
a league's diftance they came up to another town, 
which was abandoned like the firft. Here 
the foldiers feized fome provifions, and in a 
temple of one of their idols they found many 
jewels and fome inftruments for facrificing made 
of gold mixed with copper, which, though of 
{mail value, they carried away. However, this 
expedition was fo far from promoting the fervice 
in whicji they were engaged, that it only ferved 
to frighten the Indians, and to render it more 
difficult to obtain their friendlhip and affiftance. 
The next day Cortes arrived with the fleet, 
having fent another veflel with directions to 
Ordaz, on a fuppofition that Alverado had been 
prevented by the ftorm ; and though he was 

glad to find that young captain fafe at Cozumel, 
e publickly reprimanded him for his rafhnefs 
in marching up and down the ifland, and dif- 
mifled three Indian prifbners whom he had 
taken, after having ordered their effetts to be 
reftored, and given them many prefents for 
their Cacique, in token of peace and amity. 
To prevent any new disputes, he drew down 
his forces to the fea-fide, and having encamp- 
ed them there for three days, he thought fit to 
make a general review ; when it appeared that 
his whole army amounted to 508 foldiers includ- 
ing their officers, 16 horfe, 2 chaplains, and 
109 mariners and mechanics. On this occafion 

Cortes 
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Cortes made them a fpcech, in which he endea- 
voured to infpire them with courage* by the 
promife of wealth and honour ; explained the 
dangers they muft expecT; to encounter, and in 
the ftrongeft terms, reprefented' the neceffity of 
a ftri& obedience and the- moft perfect una- 
nimity. 

He had fcarce concluded this fpeech, when 
intelligence was brought him, that a confider- 
able number of unarmed Indians were approach • 
ing in fevcral detached parties, upon which he 
drew up his men, - and commanded them to 
remain undetf arms till it wa^s known what was 
their intention. The Indians no fooner came iri 
fight, than they continued for fome time with- 
out motion; but perceiving that no hoftilities 
were offered,' they at length boldly advan- 
ced, and mingling with the foldiers, prefent- 
ed them with fome refrefhments, and continued 
to behave with great confidence and .familiarity* 

The next day the principal Cacique of the 
ifland came with a numerous retinue to pay a 
vifit to Cortes, who received him with great 
courtefy ; and while the converfation was car- 
ried on by means of an interpreter, one of the 
Indians was heard to pronounce the word Ca£. 
tilla> the meaning of which being demanded by 
Cortes, he was told that the Indian faid, the 
Spaniards refembled fome peffons in Yucatan, 
who came from-a country called Camilla. Cortes 
immediately concluded thatthefe were his coun-* 
trymen, and refolved to fet them at liberty. 
Upon a more particular enquiry he found that 
they were in the power of fome Indians of the 
higheft rank, who refided at Yucatan* and that 

the 
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the moil certain method of procuring their li- 
berty would be to offer a ranfom ; for the 
Cacique informed him that fhould he have re- 
courfe to arms, it would expofe them to the 
hazard of being maffacred by their matters. 
Cortes approved of this advice, and ordered 
Diego de Ordaz to fail to the coafl of Yucatan, 
with a letter to the prifoners, and fome trifles for 
their ranfom, and to flay eight days, in which 
time fome Indians appointed by the Cacique for 
that purpofe undertook to return with an anfwer. 
In the mean time Cortes marched with the troops 
in a body about the ifland, in order to view the 
country, and keep his men in acHon> and in 
this tour he was accompanied by the Cacique, 
and a great number of Indians, who furnifhed 
him with provifions and exchanged gold for 
glafs beads, which they fancied they could ne- 
ver purchafe too dear. 

At a fmall diftance from the coafl flood the 
temple of an idol that was much revered by the 
Indians. It was a fquare flone building, and no 
contemptible ftru&ure. The Idol which was 
called Cozumel, whence the ifland received the 
fame name, was in the figure of a man, and had 
a mod horrible afpect. Here a great concourfe 
of people were found liUning to a priefl who 
was diflinguifhed by a certain ornament or 
covering which fcarcely concealed his naked- 
fiefs, and who feemed to preach with great 
emphafis. Cortes, fhocked at the abfurdity of 
fuch worfhip, told the Cacique, that it was im- 
pofiible for them to continue friends, if he did 
not renounce his idolatry, and that it was un- 
worthy of a man of fenfe to pay divine ho- 
nour* 
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nours to a deformed image fitter to frighten 
children than to be reverenced by men of un- 
derftanding. The Cacique replied, that as to 
religion he left it wholly to the priefts, who 
mould, if hepleafed, difcourfe with him upon 
that fubject. This was. readily accepted, and 
one of the priefts being fent for, no fooner wa» 
informed of the affair in queftion, than he be- 
gan with the mofl hideous outcries to proteit 
again ft thofe who mould be fo audacious as to 
difturb the worfhip of their Gods, denouncing 
the immediate vengeance of Heaven again ft all 
who fhould prefume to difhonour this deity, or 
his habitation. But Cortes, without paying any 
regard to his menaces, immediately ordered all 
the idols to be broke to pieces, and moft of 
their temples to be demolished. The largeil of 
them, however, he prefer ved entire, and having 
caufed a neat altar to be erected, had mafs fail 
in it by the chaplains and priefts, and at his de- 
parture charged the Cacique to take the ftri&eit 
care that every thing was kept in good order, 
and that no infult was offered to the image of 
the Blefled Virgin, or to two crofles which he 
erected in that chapel ; and this the Indian 
Chief very readily promifed. 

When the eight days were expired, Diego de 
Ordaz returned from Yucatan, without feeing 
any thing of the Caftillians, for whom he. was 
fent. Cortes therefore fet fail with a fair wind ; 
but was obliged to return the fame day, on ac- 
count of one of the fhips having fprung a leak. 

While this fhip was refitting, Cortes was told 
that a canoe was ftanding directly towards the 
ifland, when perceiving that fhe was full of 

armed 
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&rmed Indians, he ordered Andrea de Tapia to 
get as much as poffible under the fhelter of the 
land* and to-endeavour to take the canoe. Soon 
after four men came out of it with only a flight 
covering about their waiils, and with bows and 
arrows in their hands. Andrea de Tapia, as 
foon as the Indians were landed, advanced to- 
wards them fword in hand, when three of them 
feeming afraid, the fourth bid them not fear, 
and addreffing himfelf to the Spaniards, cried 
aloud in the Caftillian tongue, Gentlemen, I 
am a Chriftian. Tapia immediately embraced 
him with equal joy and furprize, and conducted 
him to Cortes, who received him with much af- 
fection, while his Indian companions couched 
down on their hams, and laying their bows and 
arrows on the ground, moiftened their right hand 
with fpittle, touched the earth, and then ftroak- 
ed their breafts near the heart^this being *he 
moft refpe&ful ceremony they paid" to their Prin^ 
ces. Cortes having afked the name of the Gran- 
ger, he replied that he was called Jerom de 
Aguilar, and was a native of Eija. Meat and 
drink were then fet before him, and he was or- 
dered to be cloathed. 

The next day Cortes inquired how he fell into 
the hands of the Indians, when he replied, that 
being at Darien, he was fent to Hifpaniola for 
men and ammunition, but was caft away near 
Jamaica, when he and 20 other perfons taking 
to the boat, after fufFering great diftrefles, reach- 
ed the fhore of Yucatan, where they fell into 
the hands of a Cacique, who immediately facri- 
ficed fix of them to his idols, and then eat 
them. That he and fome others were ihut up 
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in a wooden cage, in order to ferve for another 
feftival ; but breaking out, they, without be- 
ing difcovered, fled over the mountains, till 
they came into the dominions of another Prince, 
who was an enemy to him from whom they had 
fled. That foon after moft of his companions 
died, and he fell into the hands of a mailer 
whom he ferved for feveral years, and at length 
acquired fuch a degree of favour, that he con- 
ferred upon* him an employment near his perfon, 
and honoured him with his confidence. The 
Cacique his mailer dying recommended him to 
his fon, under whom he polfefled the fame of- 
fice, and afterwards being employed in the wars 
with the neighbouring Caciques, obtained fuch 
reputation that he became the favourite both of 
the Prince and people, and therefore on his re- 
cekting Cortes's letter, he eafily obtained his li- 
berty as a reward for. his fervices. 

CHAP. II. 

Cortes fails from Cozumel, arrives at the River 
Grijalva, lands in fpite of the Indians, takes 
the to*wn of Tabafco, and obtains a great 
Fi&ory, He then concludes a Peace with the 
Indians, and embarks in order to continue his 
Voyage to Mexico. 

IHE fleet fet fail from Cozumel on the 
4th of March 15 19, and reached the river 
of Grijalva, where the civil treatment which 
the Spaniards had formerly received from the 
Indians of Tabafco, and the gold brought from 

thence, 
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thence, were fuch motives for their landing, as 
were not to be refitted. Therefore leaving thj 
larger veflels at anchor, Cortes embarked all his 
foldiers on board the fmaller, and in the boats, 
and was beginning to make the belt of his way 
againft the current, when he perceived both fides 
of the river covered with canoes filled with In- 
dians in arms, fupported by a confiderable force 
on ihore. When gueffing from the horrible out- 
cries, and gefticulations of the Indians, that 
they intended to oppofe him, he fent Aguilar 
to them in a canoe with offers of peace, which 
being rejected, he refolved to punilh them for 
what he called their preemption, in daring to 
defend their country. But night approaching, 
he thought proper to wait till the next day, and 
in the mean time commanded all the artillery to 
be brought into the fmaller veflels, and his fol- 
diers to put on their quilted coats to fecure t%m 
from being wounded by the arrows of the enemy. 

At day-break, he drew up the veflels in the 
figure of a half-moon, and advancing flcwly 
to the Indians, fent Aguilar a fecond time, with 
propofals of peace, to which they made no an- 
fwer, but giving the fignal for the attack, ad/ 
vanced with great fwiftnefs by the favour of 
the current, till being near enough to ufe their 
arrows, they difcharged fuch a fhower of them, 
both from the canoes and barks on the river, 
that the Spaniards were much embarrafled in 
their endeavours to cover themfelves. How- 
ever, having received the firft charge, they af- 
faulted the Indians with fuch vigour, that the 
canoes foon left the paflage free. The veflels 

then 
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then proceeded up the river without further op- 
position, and approaching the fnore endeavour- 
ed to land, but the place being marfhy, and co- 
vered with brambles, the Spaniards were affault- 
ed by a number of Indians who lay in ambuih. 
However, Cortes drew up his men, and, not- 
withstanding the prodigious fury of this attack, 
ranged his ioldiers in order of battle in fight of 
the enemy, whofe numbers continually in-- 
creafed. He ordered Aionzo Davila to advance 
..with ioo foldifrs through the woods, and 
take pofleffion of the town of Tabafco, which 
was not far from the place of a&ion. Cortes 
then attacked that vaft multitude, and notwith- 
standing his being obliged to fight up to his 
knees in mud, he put the Indians to flight, 
when inftantly difcovering the march of Davila, 
they ran to defend the town. 

Cortes followed them to Tabafco, which he 
reached before the detachment he had fen t thi- 
ther, and found it fortified with a wall formed 
of large trunks of trees fixed in the ground like 
palifadoes, with fpaces between for the conve- 
nience of mooting arrows. It was of a circular 
compafs, and at the clofing of the circle the 
extremity o£ one line covered the other, form- 
ing a narrow winding itreet, in which were 
two or three wooden cafHes which filled up the 
paflage, and were built for placing centinels. 
This was then a fufficient fortification againft 
the inhabitants of the new world, who were 
happily ignorant of the arts of war, and the 
methods of deftruclion pradlifed by polite na- 
tions. 

Cortes 
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Cortes being joined by Davila, whofe march 
had been obftru&ed by lakes and marines, gave 
proper inftruftions for breaking down the pa- 
liiadoes, and inftantly gave the fignal to begin 
the attack, crying, My friends, here we mull 
. lodge to-night. The ibldiers proceeded with 
great refolution, and turning afide a ihower of 
arrows with their ihields, advanced to the for- 
tification, and difcharging their fire-arms and 
crofs-bows through the openings, foon drove the 
enemy from their pofta, and then breaking 
down a part of the palifadoes entered without 
difficulty. The Indians however made head 
againft the Spaniards in the ftreets, but were 
embarraffed by their own numbers, and being 
driven from thence made a vigorous effort in a 
wide fpace in the centre of the town ; but being 
again repulfed, fled in great diforder to the 
woods, whither Cortes would not allow his men 
topurfue them. 

The Indians had removed their families and 
effects, and provided for their fupport by laying 
in a great flock of provifions. Fourteen or 
fifteen of the Spaniards were wounded, but the 
lofs of the Indians was very considerable. The 
troops lodged that night in the town, in which 
centinels were polled with as much care and ex- 
a&nefs as if an army had been in view ; but 
the next day the country appeared deferted, 
an<J there was not an enemy to be feen. Cortes 
however fufpe&ed this ftillnefs, and his appre- 
henfions increaled, by his being informed that 
Melchio his interpreter, one of the Indians taken 

by 
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by Cordova, had deferted that very night, leav- 
ing his cloaths hanging on a tree. 

Cortes now fent Pedro de Alverado, and Frar - 
cifco de Lugro with ioo men each by different 
ways, to view the couutry, with orders to retire 
in cafe they found an army in the field ; but the 
latter, after a little more than an hour's march, 
fell into an ambufcade, and was fo furioufly ad- 
tacked on all (ides, that he was obliged to draw 
up his little battalion into a fquare, and the 
number of the enemy increafing, his detach- 
ment would certainly have been overpowered, 
had not Alverado, who had been obliged to turn 
out of his way by meeting a marfh, heard the 
report of the fire-arms, and hafted to his relief, 
after his firft having detached an Indian of Cu- 
ba, to Cortes, to inform him of this event, Al- 
verado attacked the Indians when Lugo was in 
the greateft diftrefs, his men being quite (pent 
with fatigue, and made his attack with fuch re 
folution, that the Indians fled with the utmoft 
confternation ; but foon after recovering from 
their furprife, they endeavoured to prevent the 
retreat of the two captains, who being joined, . 
and having time to take breath, cut their way 
through a vaft multitude of the inhabitants, 
which refembled the rolling of the fea, wh n the 
waves are driven back by the wind. At length 
Cortes appeared at a diftance, and being obferv- 
ed by the Indians, they difperfed, leaving the 
Spaniards in the pofleffion of the field, eleven 
of whom were wounded, of which number only 
two died. 

Some prifoners being taken on this occaiion, 
Cortes caufcd them to be examined feparately, 

by 
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by Jerom de Aguilar, when they agreed in de- 
claring that all the Caciques in the neighbour- 
ing countries were marching to the afliftance of 
the inhabitants of Tabafco, and that the next 
day a power ul army was to be aiTembled in or- 
der to deftroy the Spaniards at once. Upon this 
intelligence Cortes called a council, communi- 
cated to his captains what they had learned, and 
defired their advice ; reprefenting the weaknefs 
of their naked enemies, the ill confequence that 
would attend their turning their backs upon 
them , and that this would be fuch a difgrace, as 
would prevent all their future conquefts. Upon 
which the officers unanimouily agreed, that it 
was abfolutely neceflary not to leave the country, 
till they had reduced the inhabitants. 

Cortes now proceeded to make the neceflary 
difpoiitions for a decifive battle : he ordered the 
wounded to be carried on board ; the horfes to 
be landed ; the artillery to be in readinefs, and 
every thing in order by the next morning. At 
day-break he gave the command of the infantry 
to Diego de Ordaz, when he and the other com- 
manders mounted on horfeback, and kept pace 
with the artillery, which moved very flowly, 
from the grounds being boggy, till arriving at 
a place called Cinthla, about the diftance of a 
league from their quarters, they obferved the 
Indian army appear at a diftance, and in fuch 
numbers, as to cover the country as far as the 
eye could reach. ^ 

It is here proper to defcribe the Indian man- 
ner of marching and coining to an engagement, 
iince as the art of war is nearly the fame in all 
the nations of New Spain, this will be fufheient 

to 
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to give the reader fome idea of their appearance 
through the whole of this conqueft. Their 
principal weapons were bows and arrows, the 
firings of the bows being made of the finews of 
beads, or thongs of deer (kins twilled, and their 
arrows were pointed with fifh bones. They 
had a kind of javelins, which they fometimes 
threw, and fometimes managed like a pike. 
They had alio long two-handed wooden fwords, 
edged with (harp flints ; fome of the ftrongeft 
had clubs pointed with flints, and there were 
{lingers who threw (tones with great force and 
dexterity. Their defenfive arms, which were 
worn by none but commanders and perfons of 
diftinclion, confided of coats of quilted cotton, 
breaft-plates, and (hields of wood and tortoife- 
(hell adorned with plates and metal. The reft 
of.the people were naked, only their heads were 
encircled with plumes of feathers to make 
them appear taller than they really were, an4 
all of them had their faces and bodies painted 
of various colours in order to (hike terror into 
their enemies. Their warlike inftruments were, 
pipes made of large canes, fea-fhells, and drums, 
made of the bark of a tree hollowed, which, 
being beaten with a (tick afforded a very dis- 
agreeable found. They made their attacks with 
terrible out-cries, with which they thought to 
intimidate their enemies. Their battalions 
were formed without order ; but |hey h£d 
fcklies of referve to relieve the others when 
there was occafion, and tho* they were divided 
into companies commanded by their refpe&ive 
officers, thofe officers could fcarcely govew* 
their men; for when they came to engage, 

they 
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they were animated either by rage or fear, and 
confequently were equally eager to charge and 
to run away. 

Such was the army, or rather inundation of 
Indians, which now poured down upon the 
Spaniards. Cortes ported his men under the 
fhelter of a riiing ground that covered the 
rear, and having placed his artillery to the 
greateft advantage, advanced with his fifteen 
horfe to a wood, from whence he intended to 
tally, and flank the enemy. 

When the Indians had marched within a pro- 
per diftance, they difcharged a fliower of ar- 
rows, and then fell upon the Spaniards with 
fuch fury and precipitation, that their fire-arms 
and crofs-bows being unable to ftop them, they 
were obliged to have recourfe to their fwords, 
and as the enemy preffed on, the artillery de- 
ftroyed them by whole companies. But the 
Indians fought with fuch bravery, that the ball 
was no fooner paft than they clofed again, 
drowning the groafes of the wounded by their 
outcries. Diego de Ordaz a&ed with great 
courage: but his troops could fcarcely Sand 
their ground, when Cortes with his fifteen horfe 
rofhing fuddenly from the wood, brofc through 
the thickeft of the enemy, whom he trampled 
under his hories feet, while they being amazed 
and terrified at the fight of thofe unknown ani- 
inals, thsew down their arms and fled with pre- 
cipitation. Diego de Ordaz being foon fenfibfc 
that the relief he expe&ed was arrived, from 
the weak refinance of the enemy's van, which 
now began to turn their backs, advanced with 
his infantry, and charged thofe who had been 

Vo^. II, P juft 
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juft ready to overwhelm him with fuch refoln- 
tion, that he obliged them to give way, till he 
came to the place where Cortes and his captains 
had difperfed the enemy, who retreated, mak- 
ing a running fight, till the Spaniards purfuing 
them, they fled in the utmoft confufion, leaving 
above 8od dead upon the fpot ; the Spaniards 
had two men killed, and threefcore and ten 
wounded. 

The next day Cortes ordered two or three of 
the Indian officers, who were prilbners, to be 
brought before him, and perceiving that their 
countenances had all the marks of terror, gave 
them a courteous reception, and then fet them 
at liberty, giving them fome trifling prefents, 
and telling them that he knew how to conquer 
and to forgive. This inftance of his moderation 
had fuch an effeft, that in a few hours feveral 
of the natives came loaded with Indian corn, 
fowls and other provisions, as a prefent from 
the principal Cacique of Tabafco, who by thefe 
perfons made propofals oP peace ; but Jerom 
de Aguilar obferving that thefe were mean peo- 
ple, Cortes, though very defirous of peace, re- 
fufed to admit their propofals, and fent them 
back without feeing them, ordered him by his 
interpreter, to acquaint their Cacique, that if 
he defired his friendfhip, he muft fend perfons 
of greater diftinftion to folicit it. The Cacique 
J>eing immediately fenfible of his error, the 
next day fent 30 of his principal men adorned 
with plumes and jewels, and followed by a 
train of Indians, who carried another prefent 
of the fame kind to the Spanifh general. 

Cortes being attended by his officers, with a 
yery feverc and Hera look, gave audience to 

thefe 
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thefe Ambaffadors, who approaching him with 
great fubmiflion, perfumed him with incenfe; 
compofed of fweet fee n ted gums, made an apo- 
logy for the war, ' and concluded with earned 
intreaties for a peace. . The general replied by 
obferving that he had juft cailfe to be difpleafed 
with them : but granting their requefl, made 
them a prefent of a few baubles* At which, 
they departed highly fatisfied with the fuccefs of 
their negociation. 

Cortes was afterwards vilited by the Cacique 
in perfdn* attended by all his officers, who 
brought with them a prefent of cotton cloths,. 
plumes of various colours, and fome pieces of 
gold of admirable workmanship. The general 
loaded him with careiTes, and the viiit pa/Ted in 
protestations of a reciprocal and fin cere friend- 
ship. The Indians of diftinclion who were in 
his retinue, were treated by the Spanilh cap- 
tains, and nothing appeared but fagns of joy 
mid peace. At taking leave, the Cacique ap- 
pointed another day for an interview, and to 
fhew his confidence in the general, ordered his 
fubjecls to return with their families to Tabafco, 
and to aflift the Spaniards to the utmoft of their 
power. The next day the Cacique returned,, 
with a prefent of 20 Indian women, who were 
fkilled in making bread of Indian corn, and 
dreffing other provifions. The bread was made 
by grinding corn between two (tones, till* it 
was reduced to flour, when it was made into a 
pafte without leaven,- and being moulded, was 
fpread upon a fort of earthen plates, on which 
it was baked over the fire. Among thefe wo- 
men was one of uncommon beauty, who was 
B 2 afterward? 
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afterwards baptized by the name of Mariana, 
and became Cortes's miftrefs. 

The pilots now hailened the departure of the 
fleet, and Palm Sunday drawing nigh, Cortes 
appointed that day for their embarking. - The 
Spaniards accordingly fet fail for Mexico, coaft- 
ing along to the weftward, till they arrived at 
the port now called St. Juan de Ulua, where 
they had no fooner come to an anchor, between 
the ifland and the main land; than two large 
canoes, called piraguas, came with Indians 
from the neighbouring coaft, and on their draw- 
ing near began to fpeak in a language which 
Aguilar did not underftand ; a circumftance 
that very much chagrined Cortes, from his ap- 
prehending that the want of an interpreter 
would be a great obftacle to the fuccefs of his 
enterprize ; but Mariana gueffing his concern 
by his looks, told Aguilar in the Yucatan tongue, 
that the people ipoke the Mexican language, 
and defired audience of the general on the part 
of the governor of that province. Cortes, be- 
ing rejoiced at finding that fhe underftood their 
meaning, defired them to come on board, and 
deliver their meffage. This woman was the 
daughter of a Cacique of one of the pro- 
vinces fubjeft to the Emperor of Mexico, but 
in her youth had been carried to a Mexican gar- 
rifbn, on the confines of Yucatan ; after which; 
by fome misfortune became a flave to the Caci- 
que of Tabafco, who made a prefent of her to 
Cortes. As this woman was not yet acquainted 
with the language of Spain, fhe interpreted to 
Aguilar in the Yucatan tongue, what the Mexi- 
can faid, and he imparted it to Cortes in the Ca£- 

tillian. 
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tillian. By this double interpretation the 
general learned that Pilpatoe, governor and 
Teutile, Captain-general of that province, had 
fent to know with what intention they came oil 
their coaft i when Cortes prefenting them with 
a few baubles, and treating them with fome 
Spaniih wine* told them, that he came as a 
friend to treat of matters of great importance 
to their Prince, and the whole empire, for 
which purpofe he would meet the two govern 
nors* 



CHAP- III. 

Cortes gities Audience to two Mexican Officers* 
Sends a pre/ent to Montezuma, and receives one 
from that Prince. The istate of the Mexican 
Empire y , and the Ap rehtnfions of Montezuma* 
who fends a fecond pre/ent to Cortes, with ex- 
prefs orders to leave the coaft* Cortes art* 
fully puts a flop to the murmurs of the people* 
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1 N Good Friday the Spaniards landed, and 
having got their horfes and artillery on fhore, 
Cortes directed the foldiers to cut fafcines, id 
order to intrench themfelves, and to build a 
fufficient number of huts to fhelter them from 
the exceffive heat of the fun, when Teutile fend- 
ing a great number of the natives, Cortes kept 
himfelf upon his guard, and planted his artil- 
lery in fuch a manner as to command the coun- 
B j try. 
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try. On Eafter Day he was vifitti by Teutile 
and Pilpatoe, attended by a very great retinue; 
he received them with extraordinary flate, fur- 
rounded by his officers and foldiers. The firft 
compliments being paffed, and it beting the hour 
of divine fervice, he conducted them to a large 
hut, and ordered Aguilar and Mariana to tell 
them, that before he acquainted them with the 
defign of his voyage he ought to comply : with 
the duty of his religion, and to recommend to 
the God of all other gods the fuccefs of his 
•propoiaL . After feryice was over, Cortes return- 
ed to his quarters., where the two generals were 
entertained at dinner^ in as fplendid a manner 
as poffible, and that being ended, he called 
his interpreters, and then with a determined air 
told them, that he came to treat with the Em- 
peror Montezuma, on the part of Don Carlos 
of Auftria, monarch of the Eaft, on affairs of 
great importance, both with refpeel to himfelf 
and all his fubjefts ; for this reafon it was necef- 
fary for him to appear before his royal prefence, 
to which he hoped to be admitted, with all the 
refpect due to the greatnefs of the king his 
matter. 

Cortes's guefts appeared alarmed at this de* 
claration, and before they returned an anfwer 
ordered their attendants to bring in the prefent 
they had brought with them. Upon which zo 
or 30 perfons entered loaded with pfovifions, 
fine cloth> feathers of various colours, and a 
large box, in which were feveral pieces of gold, 
cunoufly wrought. Then turning to Cortes, 
Teutile defired him to accept that fmall prefent 
from two of Montezuma's flaves, who had or- 
ders 
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ders to entertain fuch ftrangers as landed upon 
his coaft : but begged he would not think of 
profecuring his dengn, it being no eafy matter 
'to (peak with their prince. To this Cortes re- 
plied, with fome warmth, that kings never re- 
fufed to hear the ambafladors of other princes, 
and that their bufmefs was to acquaint Monte- 
zuma with his arrival, and that he was refolved 
to fee him' before he left the country. 

The Indian generals, confounded at this 
boldnefs, earneftry in treated Cortes not to move 
from his quarters, till they had received Mote- 
zuma's anfwer, afTuring him that in the mean 
time, they would fupply him with every thing 
neceflary for the iupport of his foldiers. 

During this conference, fome Mexican pain- 
ters, who came in the general's train, were 
bufily employed in drawing upon cotton cloths, 
the mips, foldiers, arms, artillery, horfes, 
and every thing eife that appeared remarkable, 
which they introduced into different landflrips 
that were no way contemptible, either for the 
drawing or colouring. Thefe pictures were 
defigned by Teutile togiveMontezuma fome idea 
of what appeared too extraordinary to "be fully 
defcribed by words : but- here and there were 
placed fome characters, which feemed to ex- 
plain the pi&ure.. 

Cortes being informed of what thefe painters 
were doing, went out to fee them, when ob- 
ferving that thefe figures wanted action to ex- 
prefs the valour of his troops, he ordered them 
to arms, drew them up in a body, and com- 
manded the artillery to be made ready; then 

telling 
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telling Textile and Pilpatee* that he would en- 
tertain them after the manner of his country ; 
he mounted his horfe, with his captains who 
marched two and two, to the amazement of 
the Indians, who feeing fuch ftately animals fo 
obedient to their riders, imagined that there 
was fomething fupernatural in thofe who could 
manage them with fuch eafe and dexterity* 
Cortes then divided his troops into two bodies, 
gave a mock fight, and at a fignal given they 
difcharged their muikets, and foon after the 
artillery i when the confuiion and aftonifhment 
of thefe people were fo great, that fome fell 
down upon the ground, others began to fly, and 
thofe who had moil prefence of mind were 
fixed to the fpot, with terror and admiration. 
Cortes now endeavoured to diffipate their ap- 
prehenfions by alluring them, that thefe were 
only military diverfions. The Painters imme- 
diately began to reprefent the Spaniards armed 
and drawn up in ranks ; the horfes in the at- 
titude of their exercifes, and the artillery with 
fire and fmoak. Mean while Cortes returned 
to his houfe with the two generals, and after 
having made them a pre&nt, prepared one 
for Montezuma, confifting of feveral polifhed 
looking-glafles, a holland fhirt, a cap of crim- 
fon velvet, adorned with a gold medal, and a 
tapeftry chair* 

Teutile and Pilpatoe, at length feeming much 
pleafed with their entertainment, took their 
leave; but retiring only to a fmall diitance, 
held a confutation, in which it was agreed, 
that the latter fhould remain on that fpot to 

obferve 
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obferve the motions of the Spaniards. Pilpatoe's 
attendants immediately began to build houfes, 
and a confiderable village was formed in a few 
hours ; but left Cortes mould be offended at this 
Hep, he fent to inform him, that he (laid there 
in order to be at hand to provide for his en- 
tertainment, and to fupply his troops with 
provifions. Tho* Cortes gueifed his real inten- 
tion , he took no notice of his fufpicions, and 
Pilpatoe continued to fupply him with provi- 
fions in great plenty. Mean while, Teutile dif- 
patched meflengers to Montezuma, with an ac- 
count of what had happened, with the pictures 
drawn by his order, and Corte's prefent. 

Montezuma was provided with a great num- 
ber of couriers chofen from the fwifteffc of the 
Indians, white were diftributed along all the 
principal roads of the kingdom, and rewards 
were paid out of the public treafury to thofe 
who firft arrived at the appointed place. Thefe 
couriers were relieved at every town, .which 
occafioned all difpatches to be carried with fur- 
prizing expedition, and an anfwer was returned 
from Mexico within feven days, tho* the dis- 
tance from that city to Juan de Ulua amounts 
to 60 leagues. Montezuma's meffage to Cortes, 
was brought by Teutile with that prince's pre- 
fent, which was carried! by 100 Indians, and 
confifted of very fine cotton robes and many 
curiofities formed of feathers, where the beau- 
tiful variety of the colours was fo mix'd and 
difpofed, by the fkill of the artift, that with- 
out making ufe of artificial colours, or of the 
pencil, they formed curious pictures, and a 

very 
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very fine imitation of natural objefts. Thtfjr 
alfo brought a great number of bows, arrows, 
and targets made of the fineft wood ; two large 
•rcular plates, the one of gold reprefenting 
the fun : and the other of filver with the figure . 
of the moon ; and a confiderable quantity of 
precious ftones, pieces of gold, gold collars, 
rings, pendants and other ornaments of the 
fame metal, in the ihape of birds and beafts, 
fo curiouily wrought that the workman (hip 
feemed to exceed the value of the metal. 
Thefe feveral articles being placed in order, 
upon mats made of palm-tree leaves, Teutile 
turned to Cortes and told him, by the in- 
terpreters, that the greatEmperorMontezumahad 
fent him thefe things in return for his prefent, 
and to (hew him how much he valued the 
friendfhip of the king his fovereien ; but it 
was neither convenient nor poflible at that 
time to admit him to his court. Cortes re- 
turned thanks for the prefent, and anfwered, 
that it was far from his defign to be wanting 
in obedience to Montezuma, but that he could 
not difhonour a king that was refpe&ed a- 
mongft the greateft princes in the world, by 
returning without fulfilling his orders. 

Cortes now directed Francifco de Montejo/" 
one of his captains, to cruife with two vefTels 
alone the coaft, to take a view of the towns with- 
out landing, and to fearch for fome harbour 
where the ihips might be better fhelter'd from 
the winds. 

Montezuma was at firft incenfed at Cortes's 
perfeverance in his demand, and, in the firft 
traniports of his refentment, propofed.inftantly 

to 
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to deftroy thofe infolent ftrangers who prefumcd 
to difpute his will; bat rage no fooner fub- 
Jided, than it was fucceeded by forrow and 
confternatiou. He held private councils with 
his minifters, public facrifices were offered in 
the temples, and fuch marks of difturbance 
and confufion were vifible in his whole beha- 
. viour, that the people began to talk without 
referve, of fome figns and prefages that were 
fuppofed to be indications of the approaching 
ruin of the Empire. 

The empire of Mexico was then in its great- 
cf! glory, having under its dominion a prodi- 
gious extent of country, governed either by 
Montezuma in perfon, or by many petty kings or 
Caciques, who were his tributaries. It extend- 
ed in length about 1500 miles, in fome places 
it was 600 broad, and it was in general a po- 
pulous, plentiful and rich country. This em- 
pire from a very fmall beginning had rifen to 
fuch an heighth of power and greatnefs in lit- 
tle more than 1 30 years, during which time the 
Mexicans fubdued all the neighbouring dates. 
They were at firft governed by a military chief; 
but in the progrefs of their conquefts they 
chofe a king, and gave the fupreme dominion 
to him who had the greateft reputation for va- 
lour, without paying any other regard to here- 
ditary fucceffion than that of preferring thofe 
of the royal family, when they were not ex- 
celled by the merit of any other competitor. 

The emperor Montezuma, the fecond of the 
name, and the eleventh fovereign of Mexico, 
was of the royal blood. In his youth he had 

4if- 



28 The Conquest of M E X I C O, 

diftinguifhed himfelf in war, and obtained the 
reputation of a brave general, which, together 
with his exerting the arts of popularity, had 
rarfed him to the throne by the unanimous 
voice of the people. He had reigned fourteen 
years when Cortes arrived on his coaft, and is 
reprefented by the Spaniih writers, perhaps to 
palliate the cruelty of his conquerors, as one 
of the greateft tyrants recorded in hiftory. 
Juan GrijaJva had landed in his dominions 
the year before, and it is {aid that about that 
time there happened many prodigies which 
were fuppofed to prefage the ruin of his em- 
pire ; fuch as a dreadful comet appearing in 
the night the lake of Mexico overflow'd its 
banks with great impetuofity, tho* the wea- 
ther was calm and dry, and the people even 
imagined, that they heard lamentable voices 
in the air, foretelling the diflblution of that 
empire. Thefe figns and portents, fome of ! 
which were, perhaps, invented by the difTaf- 
fedted, made a very deep impreffion on the 
mind of Montezuma, and difturbed his counfel- 
lors to fuch a degree that, when they receiv'd 
a fecond meflage from Cortes, they concluded 
that they were utterly ruined. Some however 
imagined that the portents were fent as warn- 
ings to prevent their deftruclion, by putting 
them upon their guard: while others thought 
the Spaniards ought to be received with the 
refpect due to creatures of an higher rank, 
who had given the moft dreadful proofs of an 
amazing courage and an invincible power,, Alp- 
ported by the thunder and lightning of Hea- 
ven. Montezuma attended to their debates, and 

at 
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at length reiblved to fend another prefent to 
Cortes, with orders to leave the coaft, and in 
cafe of his refufal, to*levy a powerful army, 
and to a& againft him wiph all his forces. 

While Montezuma's court was employed in 
thefe deliberations, Francifco deMontefo, whom 
Cortes had fent to examine the coaft, returned, 
from his cruife, having found at the diftanoe 
of fome leagues to the northward a town calle* 
Quiabiflan, fituated in a fertile and well culti- 
vated foil, near a bay, where the fhips might 
ride at anchor in fafety, under the fnelter of 
fome high rocks. This place was about twelve 
leagues diftant from St. Juan de Ulua, and Cor- 
tes was beginning to think of removing thither, 
when his refolution was fufpended by the arrival 
of Teutile with the principal captains of his 
troops, who came to him burning incenfe in lit- 
tle perfuming pans, and, after the ceremony of 
fumigation, produced Montezuma's fecond pre- 
fent, which coniifted of the fame particulars as 
thofe of which the firft had been compofed, tho' 
in a fmaller quantity, together with three green 
ftones refembling emeralds, to be prefented to 
the king of Spain, as jewels of ineftimable va- 
lue. Thefe were -delivered with exprefs orders to 
Cortes and his followers to leave the country 
without delay ; but the Spaniards (till infilling 
that they would fee the monarch in peribn, 
Teutile ftarted up with marks of anger and con- 
fufion, and told Cortes that hitherto Montezuma 
had treated him as a gueft, and it would be his 
own fault if he was ufed as an enemy. He 
then, without waiting for an anfwer, abruptly 
Vol. II. C de. 
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departed, and was followed by Pilpatoe and the 
jell of his attendants. 

Cortes immediately ordered the guards to be 
doubled, and the next day the Spaniards had the 
mortification to find that the Indians who inha- 
bited Pilpatoe's cabins were retired ; that thofe 
who ufed to bring them provifions were gone, 
^nd that there was not an Indian to be feen. 
^The apprehenfion of their wanting neceflaries 
now raifed a fpirit of difcontent among the fol- 
diers, which was fomented by fome of them 
who were the friends to Velafquez, who began 
to exclaim, that Cortes from meer ambition 
purfued a rafh defign, without a force propor- 
tioned to the undertaking, which would infalli- 
bly end in his definition, as well as in that of 
his followers, unlefs they returned to Cuba to 
refit the fleet and to reinforce the army. 

Cortes was well acquainted with thefe mur- 
murs, but learning from his friends that the 
majority were on his fide, he appeared before 
the malecontents, when Diego de Ordaz, in the 
name of the reft, remonftrated with fome warmth, 
that as his forces were very unequal to the de- 
fign or fubduing a mighty empire, it was high 
time to return to Cuba, where they might be 
reinforced in fuch a manner as would enable 
them to purfue this grfcat defign with fome pro- 
bability of fuccefs. 

Cortes, tho* highly provoked at this advice, 
which oppofed all his ambitious views, replied 
. with great compofure, that thofe who complain* 
ed mull be weary of that uninterrupted fuccefs, 
which had exceeded their higheft hopes ; their 
iuccefs at Cozumel, and their victory at Ta- 

bafco ; 
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bafco ; but that he had no inclination to lay the * 
Jeaft reitraint upon his foldiers, and fince they 
were unwilling to proceed, he would imme- 
diately prepare for their return to Cuba. He 
foon after gave directions for returning to that 
ifland, and ordered the captains to embark with 
their refpedrive companies, that they might be 
ready- to fail the next morning : but this decla-^Jf 
ration was no fooner made public than his eraif-^GP , 
faries according to the directions they'hadreceivedi* 
began to exclaim with great warmth that Cortes 
had deceived them, by profeffing that he was . 
reiblved to make a fettlement in that coimify, • 
which notwithftanding their unexpected fuccefs 
he was on the point of deferring, and that if 
he had a mind to abandon the enterprize, he 
might with fuch as were willing to follow him ; 
for they mould foon find another gentleman who 
would affurite the command. This clamour was 
fo artfully managed, that it brought over many 
of thole who had efpoufecLthe contrary party, 
and they encreafed to fuch a degree, that fcir.e 
of Ccrtes's friends were obliged to interpcie, 
in order to put a flop to the difturbance they 
themfelves had raife^l. They commended the 
refolution of thefe men, and offered to defire 
Cortes to fufpend tihe execution of his order, 
and, without giving them time to cool, went 
direclly to their general, attended by many of 
the foldiers, in wh6fe prefence they told him 
in a high drain, that the troops were upon the %l 
point of mutinying on account of the order he. .-.'% 
had given for their reimbarkation, which they 
luppcfed was contrary to the advice of their 
chains, and unworthy of the courage of 
C 2 Spaniards, 
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Spaniards, 'who ought to be overcome by no 
difficulties or dangers. Cortes concealetr the 
joy hcfelt at the fuccefs of hi$ expedient and 
coolly replied, that he had been mifinformed, 
that he'would proceed with fach as\were wil- 
ling ; but would conftrain nobody, and there- 
\ fore would caufe a (hip to be^provided for car- 
drying back-to Cuba thofe who wanted the cou- 
rage to followhim and his friends. This reply 
was received with acclamations of joy, and had 
fuch an effect, that thofe who were dilTatisfied 
carefully concealed their difgontent. 



CHAP. IV. 

Cortes makes a Settlement, to which he gives the 
name of Villa Rica de la Few Cruz, i marches 
to ^uiahifian, and in his way concludes an al- 
liance with the Cacique -of Zempgalla : He 
feizes Montezuma* s Commtjjaries ; forms a 
ftrong Confederacy of the Indian Caciques ; 
builds the Town of Vera Cr z, and receives 
another EmbaJJy from MonteXuneL 

\a ORTES had no fooner put a flop to the 
diifention which had arifen among his people, 
than he was vifited by five deputies from the 
Cacique of Zempoalla, a* neighbouring pro- 
vince in the road to the place where he in- 
'ttfnded to remove his .quarters, who came to 
offer him the friendlhip and alliance of thdir 
mailer. They differed in their 'habit from the 
Mexican chiefs, though like them, they had 

rings 
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rings in their ears and lips, to which hang 
jewels. Cortes. gave them a very civil recep- 
tion, ordered them to be well treated, and was 
greatly pleafed at hearing that the Zempoallans, 
tho' tributary to Montezuma, were diflktisfied 
with his yoke, and reprefented him as a proud 
and cruel prince : whence he forefaw that he 
ibould be able to engage thefe people to facilitate 
his future fuccefs. He therefore - difmi fled the- 
deputies with prefents, and wijth orders to af- 
fure the Cacique of his friendfhip, and of his 
paying him a viiit in his way to Quiabiflan. 

Cortes, in order to diveft himfelf of his un- 
eafy dependance upon Velafquez, and to remove 
his want of legal authority, laid, in concert with 
his friends, the plan of a corporation to be 
eftabliihed in fome place on the continent, and 
feveral perfons were chofen to fill the offices of 
government. Thefe immediately appointed a 
clerk of the council, with other inferior officers, 
and, having taken the accuftomed oaths to alt 
accor dfijt to the rules of juftice, and their duty 
to C$tfHk|^|he king, began, to exercife their 
ftn&O^^^KijjAMu«£[ the council being 
affemblecn^^E^^Hygggftce of confulting the 
augmentatiflKpHKrvation of the fettlement 
to be made^bhicn was to have the name of 
Villa Rica de la Vera Cruz, Cortes defired ad- 
mitance, to propofe an affair relating to the pub- 
lic welfare. The •council rofe up to receive 
him, and he paying his refpetts to the magis- 
tracy,' went and took his feat next to the firi* 
Regidore, and then laid open the reafbns which 
had induced him to difapprove the commiffiori 
under which he had a&ed. He then threw up- 
on the table what he had received from Diego 
C 3 Velafquejz; 
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Velafquez ; kiffed the truncheon ; delivered it 
into the hands of the Alcade, and then retired 
to his houfe, in the capacity of a private man. 
The council according to a preconcerted agree- 
ment unanimoufly admitted of his resignation, 
and with the fame unanimity voted that he 
fhoold be appointed general of the army, and 
that they would make out a new commiffion in 
the king's name, to be in force till they could 
Know his majefty's pleafure. Then the people 
being afTembled by a public crier, were ac- 
quainted with Cortes's refignation, and therefo- 
lutiori of the council ; at which they exprefied 
uncommon joy, and immediately proceeded to 
Cortes 's houfe, with the Alcades and Regidores, 
who informed him that the town of Villa Rica 
had in the name of Don Carlos king of Spain, 
and with the confent and approbation of the in- 
habitants, in full council, chofen and appointed 
him general of the army in New Spain ; and 
in cafe it were neceflary, required and com- 
manded him to take upon him that office fc\r the 
public good, and his. Majefty's fervice. 

Cortes accepted of this poll with great rrf. 
pect, and began to govern the troops with a 
kind of authority that fecured the obedience of 
the foldiers. The friends" of Velafquez, how-* 
ever, could not difguife their vexation ; but re- 
fented this alteration in a very indifcreet manner; 
they endeavoured to invalidate the authority of 
, the council ; loudly inveighed againft the ambi- 
tion of Cortes ; and began to raife a difTention 
that feemed to threaten- the ruin of the expedi- 
tion. Upon this Cortes ordered Diego de Or- 
da'z, Pedro Efcuderoj and Juan Velafquez de 
Leon to be feized, carried on board the fleet, 

and 
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and put in irons, This a&ion (truck terror into 
the troops, and in order to improve it, he posi- 
tively declared, that he would proceed againft 
them as feditious perfons and difturbers of the 
peace, and make them pay for their obftinacy 
with the lofs of their heads. In this difpofition 
he continued feveral days, during which nobody 
was allowed to vifit them : but afterwards their 
friends were admitted, and among the reft fome 
of his confidents, who found means to reduce 
them to reafon. He then fuffered himfelf to be 
pacified, and fo effe&ually conciliated their af- 
fections, that they afterwards flood by him with 
unfhaken fidelity. 

Cortes now prepared fqrJiis leaving this part 
of the country, and having ordered the {hips 
to fail for the bay of Quiabiflan, refolved to 
march thither by land. In a few hours he reach- 
ed the river 0/ Zempoalla, which being very 
deep the troops crofled in canoes, and other vef- 
fels belonging to fome fiihermen, which they 
found on the more, the horfes being obliged to 
fwim. The army foon after arrived at fome 
hocfes in the diftrift of Zempoalla, which they 
found intirely abandoned, and without either 
furniture or provisions ; though the natives left 
in their temples feveral idols, with knives made . 
of flint, and fome miferable remains of human 
victims. Here they firft faw Mexican books, 
three or four of which were in the temples, and 
were fuppofed to contain the rites of their reli- 
gion. Each was made of thin varnifhed cloth, 
folded in leaves ana^nade up into volumes re- 
sembling ours. 

am * The 
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The Spaniards having placed proper guards, 
took op their quarters in the bell houfes, and 
the next day continued their march ; but faw 
not one perfon during the whole morning/ till 
entering fome very agreeable meadows they dif- 
covered twelve Indians, who were coming in 
fearch of Cortes, with a prefent of fowls and 
bread from the Cacique of Zempoalla, who in- 
vited him to his town, where he had provided 
quarters for his troops. Cortes difmifled fix of 
the Indians, with thanks for the hofpitality of 
their prince, and detained the reft as guides to 
the town, which they told him was at the dis- 
tance of a day's journey. At night they ftaid 
in a fmall village, wJlfre they were kindly en* 
tertained by the inhabitants. 

In the morning the troops marched towards 
Zempoalla, following their guides, though with 
all imaginable precaution, as Cortes ftill doubt- 
ed the fincerity of the Indians. Towards the 
evening, they ^ere met by 20 Indians, who' 
came from the town to receive Cortes, with all 
apology from the Cacique, who was kept at 
home by a natural impediment. Ztopatfjia wa$ 
a large qjfy tkatftfForded a beautiful w«jte& ; 
Ifc^as firuated between p#p rivers*! the buildings 
wm of ftone whitened on the^outiide with a 
; fort of mining lime, which at a diflance had 
fuch a noble efFecl, that ontf of the fcouts re- 
turned in hafte to Cortes, cryin Aloud that the 
walls were of filver. A^ their entering it/ the 
fquares and ftreets wft^Ptl^^hh a multitude 
of- people drawn together Jycunp&y, an4 the 
^Cacique himfelf a«|jare<rat the {(ate of his pa* 
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lace, fupported by fome of his nobles, for he 
was fo extremely fat, that he could not move 
without much difficulty. A mantle of fine cot- 
ton, enriched with jewels, was thrown over his 
naked body, and he wore pendants in his ears 
and lips. On his approaching to falute Cortes, 
his unwieldy appearance made it neceflary for 
that general to put a flop to the laughter of his 
ibldiers : he received Cortes in his arms, and 
welcomed both him and the reft of the captains 
in fuch fenfible expreflions as created refpect, 
and having defired Cortes to repofe himfelf af- 
ter his journey, told him that he would vifit 
him at his lodgings, where they would converfe 
more at leifore about their mutual interefts. 
The troops then retired to the quarters provid- 
ed for them in fquare courts, furniihed with a 
number of apartments, where they were plenti- 
fully accommodated with proviiions and other 
neceiTaries. 

The Cacique foon after fenj a prefent to Cor- 
tes of jewels, gold and other curiofities, to the 
value of about 2000 pezoes, and followed this 
prefenr in'perfon, carried in a chair on the 
moulders of the chief *of his family, and at- 
trtlQed by a fplendid retinue. Cortes went out 
to receive him, and retiring to a private apart- 
ment with him and the interpreters, expatiated 
upon the grandeur of the king of Spain, and 
the errors of idolatry ; telling him that the de- 
fign of his coming with his valiant troops, was 
to redrefs wrongs, to puniih violence, and to 
vindicate the caufe of reafon and juftice. He 
artfully touched on this fubjeel, in order to draw 
him to ccmplain of Montezuma; that he might 
C 5 difcover 
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diftover what advantages he might expeft to 
reap from his refentment againft that prince ; 
and indeed the words were no fooner pronounced 
than he began to utter his complaints, and to 
obferve that the neighbouring Caciques groaned 
under the tyranny of Montezuma, who oppreffed 
his tributaries, and caufed himfelf to be adored 
by his fubjedls, as if he had been one of their 
Gods ; and concluded with obferving, that he 
did not wifh to engage Cortes in a quarrel with' 
fuch a potent emperor, whofe power was irrefift- 
able. Cortes immediately reply'd, that while 
- he had juftice on his fide he mould pay but lit- 
tle regard to Montezuma's power : but that he 
was on his march to Quiabiflan, where the in- 
jured and oppreffed fhould find hira ready to re- 
drefs their wrongs, and that in the mean time 
he might affure his friends and confederates, 
that he would willingly undertake their defence. 
In fhort, having continued the converfation for 
fome time, the Cacique took his leave highly 
fttisfied, while Cortes was equally pleafed at the 
profpedt of ftrengthening his intereft. by fuch a 
powerful alliance. 

When the troops were ready to march, they 
found 400 Indians provided to carry their bag- 
gage and provifions, and to help to con duel the 
artillery. Thefe carriers were called Tamenes, 
and were able to travel five or fix leagues in a 
day, with three-quarters of a hundred weight 
on their backs. The country they now entered 
was fertile and pleafant, a part of it was laid 
out in corn fields, and the reft covered with 
trees. They (laid all night at a little village 

they 
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they found deferted, and the next morning ar- 
rived at Quiabiilan, a town ftrongly fituated up- 
on a rock with the avenues to it narrow and 
fteep. But though this place was naturally 
ftrong they entered it without oppofition, nor 
did they perceive any perfon till, coming to a 
fquare in which the Indian temples were placed, 
fourteen or fifteen of the natives handfomely 
adorned with feathers came out to meet them. 
Cortes encouraged them by his affability, and 
gave them fome giafs beads, when recovering 
their fpirits, they informed him that their Ca- 
cique had retired in order to avoid a war, as he 
neither chofe to deny them ^admittance, nor to 
truft his perfon among armed troops that were 
intirely unknown to him, and that the inhabi- 
tants could not be prevented from following his 
example ; but that as foon as they fhould be fen- 
fible of the goodnefs of fuch guefts, they would 
return to their houfes, and efteem it their hap- 
pinefa to ferve and obey them. Cortes gave 
them the ftrongeft aflurances of his friendmip, 
and while they were gone with the news, gave 
Uriel: orders to the foldiers, to behave with great 
civility to thefe Indians, who foon lhewed the 
confidence they placed in the Spaniards; for 
fome families returned that very night, and in 
a little time the town was filled with its inhabi- 
tants. 

Some time after the Cacique him felf returned, 
and was introduced by the Cacique of Zempo- 
alla, both of whom were carried on men's moul- 
ders, and the latter made an handfome excufe 
foj his friend. The converfation turned upon 
the tyranny of Montezuma, whom they repre- 
fented as a monfter, who not only impovorifhed 

them 
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them by the tribute he demanded, but robbed 
them df their wives and daughters, with whole 
blood he ftaincd the altajg of ■ his Gods, after 
having facrificed their honour to more ihameful 
purpofes. 

In the midft of their difcourfe they were in- 
terrupted by.the entrance of two or three In- 
djans, who feemed in a great fright, and whif- 
pering the Caciques, put them in fuch confufion, 
that they changed colour, and haftily retired. 
The caufe of this diforder was inftantly known, 
for fix commiflaries from Montezuma were feen 
paiHng before the quarters of the Spaniards, 
richly adorned with feathers and pendants of 
gold, and attended* by a number of inferior 
officers and fervants, who cooled them with fans 
made of feathers. Cortes went to the gate to 
fee them, when they pafled by without paying 
him the leait refpeft, and with fuch a contemp- 
tuous look, that the foldiers would have imme- 
diately chaftifed them, had they not been re- 
trained by their general, who contented him- 
felf with fending Marina with a fufficient guard 
to know the caufe of their coming. By this 
means he underftood that the commiflaries, after 
having feated themfelves in theTown-houfe, fum- 
moned the Caciques to appear before them, and, 
having fharply reprimanded them for prefuming 
to entertain the emperor 's^nemies, demanded 
oyer and above the ordinary tribute, twenty In- 
dians to be facrificed to their gods, as an atone- 
ment for their "crime. Cortes no fooner received 
this intelligence, than he ©rdered fome foldiers 
to bring the Caciques without noife, and telling 
them, that he knew the inhuman purpofe of the 
commifTaries, which he would not fuffer them 

to 
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to obey, he defifed them to anemble their peo- 
ple, to feize the Mexicans, and to leave the reft 
to this coududt. 

The Caciques at firft refuted to comply with 
this bold command, till Cortes repeating his 
order in a peremptory manner, they went and 
executed it $ and having feized Montezuma's mi- 
nifters, put them in a kind of pillory in 
their prifons, to the great fatisfa&ion of the 
people, who demanded that they fhould either 
die the death of traitors, or be inftantly fa- 
crificed to their gods. Cortes however refufed 
to grant this requell, and having fecured them 
by a guard of Spanifh foldiers, retired to his 
quarters, in order to contrive feme method of 
extricating himfelf from the difficulty in which 
he was involved. He was unwilling to come to 
anopen rupture withMontezuma, and yet thought 
it neceflary to fupport the party he had already 
formed againft that prince, in order to have 
their affiftance, in cafe he fhould happen to want 
it. In con fequence of thefe reflections, he, at 
midnight, fent privately for two of the prifon- 
ers, whom he treated in a very obliging manner, 
told them "hey were at liberty, and as he had* 
reftored their freedom, they might afore their 
prince that he would fpeedily endeavour to re- 
leafe the reft of their companions, and to make 
the Caciques fenfible of their fault* The Mexi- 
cans heard this declaration with equal joy and 
aftonifhment, but durft not fet out on their jour- 
ney, for fear of being killed or taken by the way ; 
the Spanifh foldiers were therefore ordered to 
condud them to the bay," and one of the fhip's 
boats carried them beyond the diibi& of Zem- 
poalla. 

. *. The 
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The next morning the Caciques came to 
Cortes, and expreffing great concern at the 
efcape of the prifoners, he received the news 
with the appearance of much furprize and 
vexation ; but propofed, in order to prevent 
any accident of the like kind for the future, 
to take care of the reft himfelf, and imme- 
diately ordered them to be carried on board the 
fleet, giving private directions for their being 
civilly entertained. Thus without lofmg the 
confidence of the Caciques, he conferred an ob- 
ligation uponMontezuma, the greatnefs of whofe 
power made him unwilling to provoke his re- 
fen tment. 

The moderation with which the Spaniards be- 
haved towards their allies, was quickly made 
known to the neighbouring diftri&s, and in a 
few days, Cortes was vifited by above thirty 
Caciques of the mountains within fight of Quia- 
biflan, where were numerous fettlements of a 
rude people calledTotonaques, who were remark- 
able for their ftrength, activity, and courage : 
thefe fwore to be faithful to the king of Spain, 
and offered to affift Cortes againft Montezuma, 
with an incredible number of armed Indians. 

Cortes now refolved to fettle the corporation 
of Villa, Rica de la Cruz, which had hitherto 
moved with the army ; for which purpofe he 
pitched upon a plain between Quiabiflan and 
the fea, where the .foil was extremely fertile, 
well watered with rivers, and abounded with 
trees, that were commodioufly Yituated for the 
cutting of timber for building. They began 
with laying the. foundation of a church, and the 

Spaniards, 
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Spaniards, being aflifted by their Indian friends, 
both that and the houfes were foon ere/ted ; for 
the officers, and even Cortes himfelf, fet an ex- 
ample to the reft, by performing the mod dif- 
ficult work ; by which means the town was foon 
compleated, and encompafled with a mud wall, 
fufficient to defend it againft all the methods of 
attack ufed by the Indians. 

In the mean time Montezuma being informed, 
that the Cacique of Zempoalla, whofo fidelity 
was fufpe&ed, had admitted the flaangers into 
his town, refolved not only to chaftife this re- 
bellious tributary, but to march inperfon againft 
the Spaniards, whom, we are told, he deftined 
as a Sacrifice to his gods. But his preparations 
for this enterprize wereJU*pended by the arrival 
of the two Indians wBjRiad been releafed by 
Cortes. Thefe gave an account of their impri- 
sonment ; of their owing their liberty to the cap- 
tain of tne* ftrangers ; of his courteous treat- 
ment, and the meflage he had ordered them to 
deliver; upon whichMontezuma's anger was mi- 
tigated, and he refolved again to have recourfe 
to a negotiation, in order to endeavour to divert 
Cortes from his defign . 

The Mexican ambafladors arrived juft as the 
new fettlement and fortrefs of Vera Cruz was 
compleated. Thefe were two young men who 
were the emperor's nephews, attended by four 
ancient Caciques, who were to fcrvc as coun- 
fellors. They had a fplendid retinue, and the 
prefent, which confided of gold, feathers and 
cotton, was valued by the Spaniards at 2000 
pieces of eight. They told Cortes that the em- 
peror had determined to chaftife the Caciques, 

till 



44 The Conquest ofMEXICO, 
till the account he had received of his behaviour 
had induced him to fufpendhis vengeance ; that 
he however hoped he would foon quit that coun- 
try, fmce the obilacles which oppofed hia com- 
ing to court, were in their own nature infur- 
mountable. 

Cortes, according to his ufual cuflom, receiv- 
ed the prefents made him by the emperor, with 
great refped, artd ordering the four imprifoned 
officers to be brought afhore, delivered them to 
the ambafladors ; obferving, that he was highly 
pleafed at having foch an opportunity of Shew- 
ing his regard to the emperor. That he thought 
the infolcnqfc of the Caciques in fome meafure 
excufeable, from the extravagant behaviour of 
the officers themfelvesjfcvho, not latisfied with 
the ufual tribute, hadtrr^mumanity to demand 
twenty Indians for their facrifices. That he 
thought him felf obliged to the Caciques for ad- 
mitting and entertaining him in theirterritories, 
and therefore could not help interceding with 
Montezuma in their behalf; efpeeially as they, 
together with the Caciques of the mountains, 
were now in a peculiar manner under his pro- 
tection ; that he would communicate the parti- 
culars of his embaffy when he mould appear in 
the emperor's prefence', and that no impedi- 
ments or danger mould prevent his*receiving 
that favour. With this refblute anfwer, and 
fome prefents to the ambafladors, and others for 
Montezuma, he difmifled them, greatly difTatis- 
fied at his obftyfracy : while this circumilance 
heightened the addfcation of the Indians, who 
were aftonifhed at feeing the hatfghty Montezu- 
ma foiicit his frigndfhip with fucl^prefents. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

Cortes is prevailed upon by falfe pretences to en- 
gage in an expedition againft the inhabitants 
of Zimpaningo. He demolijhu the idols of 
Zertpoalla, and returns to Vera Cruz ; where 
a con/piracy being formed againft him, he or- 

. ders the Ships to be funk. 



J\ Short time after this event, the Cacique of 
Zempoalla came to Vera Cruz, and told Cortes, 
that the time was now come far him to protect 
his country, againft the Mexicans, who had 
arrived at ZimpazingA whence they made 
excursions into his diftrict, deftroying the corn- 
fields, and committing other acts of hoftility. 
Cortes thought himfelf obliged to fupport his 
new allies, and that it would not become him 
to fuffer the infolence of the Mexicans, in a 
manner within his fight. He therefore defired 
the Cacioue to provide Indians to carry his bag- 
gage, and draw his artillery ; which being done 
he fet out at the head of 400 Spaniards, leav- 
ing the reft in the fbrtrefs. of Vera Cruz. On 
his paffingby Zcmpoalla, he was joined by 2000 
armed Indians, afiembled by the Cacique, to 
ferve under him in this expedition. The fame 
night he quartered his troops three leagues from 
Zimpazingo, and the next day in the afternoon 
diicoyered the town (ituated on the top of a fmall 
hill among great rocks, which concealed part of 
the buildings, and rendered it difficult of accefs. 

The 
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The Spaniards with much fatigue pa/Ted over 
the rocks, without meeting with the leaft re- 
finance ; but juft as they were preparing to at- 
tack the town in feveral places at once, eight 
ancient priefls appeared, cloathed in black man- 
tles that reached to the ground, the upper part 
was gathered about the neck, and a piece hung 
loofe in the form of a hood ; they had long 
hair which was clotted, and their hands and 
faces flained, with the blood of human facrifi- 
ces. Thefe men approached the general with 
marks of the mod humble fubmiffion, and foon 
convinced him that he had been impofed upon ; 
iince Montezuma's troops had retired fome time 
before, and that this was only an artifice of his 
allies, who were their inveterate enemies, in or- 
der to make them th$ inftrument of their de- 
finition. Cortes being provoked at the deceit, 
ordered the captains Olido and Alvarado to 
march with their companies, and aflemble the 
Indians, who had advanced before to get into 
the town. They were now bufy in plundering 
it, and making prifoners, and being brought 
into his^relence, loaded with booty, and fol- 
lowed b^he miferable inhabitants crying aloud 
for juftice, he commanded them to deliver up 
the goods to the priefls, that they might reftore 
thefti |b the proper owners. Then called for 
the Zempoallan captains, told them with a 
threatening voice, that they had forfeited their 
lives by their preemption, in engaging him, by 
deceit, to compafs their revenge. However he 
fuffered himfelf to be appeafed by the intercef- 
iion of his own officers, whom he had before 
inflrucled for that purpofe, though, indeed, 

he 
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lie did not dare to punifh them, for fear of 
loiing the friend (hip of his new allies. Hav- 
ing thus reprimanded the Zempoallans, he or- 
dered them to lodge without the town, while 
he himfelf entering it with the Spaniards, was 
received with the applaufes due to a deliverer, 
and vifited by the Cacique, with others in that 
neighbourhood, who voluntarily acknowledged 
themfelves fubjeft to the king of Spain. He 
now formed a fcheme for reconciling thefe Indi- 
ans and the Zempoallans, which he had the 
happinefs to efreft ; and having made them 
friends, he returned to Vera Cruz, leaving his 
reputation and intereft highly advanced by the 
iflue of this expedition, which he had too credu- 
loufly undertaken ; and thus, like a contam- 
inate politician, he made even his very errors 
contribute to his grand defign. 

In his march back to Zempoalla, he patted 
by two towns, belonging to thofe who were new- 
ly entered into the confederacy, when he observ- 
ed a foldier ileal a couple of hens, at which he 
was fo provoked that he ordered him to be in * 
fently hanged ; but permitted Peter Alvarado to 
cat him down with his fword before he was dead. 

On his return, he found the Cacique of Zem- 
poalla waiting for him at fome diftance from the 
town, with a large quantity of provisions for the 
refreminent of the army ; when obferving that 
chief appear afhamed of his conduct, he arTured 
him that he had laid afide his difpleafure, and 
they having entered the town together, the Ca- 
cique made him a prefent of eight of the moft 
beautiful virgins, who were of good families ; 

they 
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they were adorned with gold necklaces and pen- 
dants, and attended by feveral women fervants. 
Seven of thefe the Cacique alloted for the cap- 
tains, and the other being his own niece, he re- 
commended as a wife to Cortes, in order that 
their friendftiip might be ftrengthened by the 
ties of blood. The general returned him thanks, 
and let him know that it was unlawful for a Spa- 
niard to marry any woman who was an idolater, 
and took this opportunity of declaring againifc 
their idolatry and fuperftition. 

Soon after the Zempoallans aflembled on one 
of their moil folemn feftivals, in order to offer 
human facrifices, which were performed with 
horrible ceremonies ; when the wretched vicliros 
• being cut to pieces were fold to the people as fa- 
cred food. Cortes being foon informed of this 
affair, was filled with indignation, and forget- 
ting every other motive, ordered the Cacique and 
principal Indians who attended him to bebrougSfc 
before him, and with.them proceeded to the tem- 
ple, followed by his troops. The priefts being 
informed of his approach, immediately ran to 
the gate, and with loud and hideous outcries 
called the people to the defence of their gcds- 
At which time fome armed Indians polled them- 
felves in the avenue of the temple ; when Cortes 
feeing the inhabitants aflembled in great num- 
bers, ordered Marina to tell him aloud, that 
the firft arrow they fkojild let fly, he would order 
the throat of the Cacique and all the principal 
Indians in his power to be cut, and then puniih 
their prefumption with fire and fword. The 
Cacique trembled at this dreadful menace, and 

com- 
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commanding them to lay down their arms and 
retire, they obeyed with the utmoft expedition, 
Cortes then began to declaim againft the bar- 
barity and abfurdity of their religion, and at 
length propofed to the Indians, that they them- 
felves fhould afcend the Heps, and overthrow the 
idols with their own hands , but proftrating 
themfelves upon the ground, they declared with 
tears and the moil dreadful lamentations, that 
they would fuffer all the extreme^ tortures he 
could invent, rather than be guilty of commit- 
ing fuch impious facrilege. But giving the fame 
command to his foldiers, the idols were in an 
in ft ant thrown down and broken to pieces ; while 
the Indians flood motionlefs with horror, t\ery 
moment expecting to fee the immediate ven- 
geance of heaven fall on thefe impious men ; 
but at length perceiving that they remained un- 
hurt, and that the gods were unable to defend 
themfelves, their horror fubfided, and changed 
into fuch contempt, that they themfelves joined 
with the Spaniards in burning the fragments of 
their idols ; and the next day mafs was celebra- 
ted in that very temple. 

The Spaniards now returned to Vera Cruz ; 
snd on the day they reached that new colony, 
a vefTel arrived from Cuba, commanded by 
Francifco de Salcedo, which brought captain 
Luis Martin, ten foldiers and two horfes. By 
thefe gentlemen the general was informed, that 
Velafquez had obtained the title of king's lieu- 
tenant of the ifland of Cuba, with a commif- 
fion to trade and make fettlements in the new 
discovered countries, and that he refolved to put 

a flop 



$o The Conquest ofMEXICO, 

a flop to Cortcs's proceedings. Upon this in- 
formation, the latter was determined to lay the 
affair before the king ; at his defire the council 
of Vera Cruz wrote a particular account of the 
expedition and of Velafquez's injurious beha- 
viour towards him ; befeeching his Majefty, in 
confideration of his great merit, to grant him 
the commiffion of Captain-general, that he 
might exert himfelf in the fervice of his country, 
without having any dependance on the governor 
of Cuba. While Cortes himfelf, in another 
letter, explained his reafons for hoping that he 
mould be able to reduce the whole empire of 
Mexico to. his Majefty's obedience. Thefe d\f- 
patches were committed to Alonzo Hernandes 
Portocarrero and Francifco Montejo : but Cortes 
thinking that the fifth part of the gold they had 
collected would be but a trifling prefent for the 
king, prevailed with the officers and foldiers 
to refign their thanes, and accordingly the above 
officers embarked for Spain on the 16th of July 
1 5 19, with the gold, jewels, curiofities, toge- 
ther with fome Indians who voluntarily confent- 
ed to perform the voyage ; and with a particular 
prefent from Hernando to his father Martin 
Cortes. 

Thefe deputies had been but juft fent to Spain, 
when fome of the friends of Velafquez privately 
concerted the means of efcaping to Cuba, ji* 
order to give intelligence to Velafquez of thefe 
proceedings ; for which purpofe they had iecux- 
ed one of the veffels, and laid in provifions for 
the voyage; but in the very night wl\cn they 
were going to embark, one of the accomplices 
went to Cortes and informed him of the whole 

fcheme ; 
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fcheme ; when the latter took his meafures with 
fuch fuccefs, that he feized all the perfons con- 
cerned ; who being brought to their trial, two 
of the ringleaders were condemned to be hang- 
ed, two others were ordered to be whipt as old 
offenders, the principal mariner of the (hip was 
fentenced to lofe one of his feet, and the reft 
were pardoned. Cortes had no fooner iigned 
the warrant for their execution, than he fet out 
for Zempoalla, to prevent his being follicited 
to pardon the principal offenders. 

Cortes being very much difturbcd at this con- 
fpiracy, which might again break out fo as to 
difconcert his whole fcheme, formed a refolu- 
tion, that at once evinced the greatnefs and in- 
trepidity of his mind : this was to deftroy the 
fhips, that the foldiers being deprived of all 
means of efcape, might a£t with greater ardour 
and unanimity, from their having no other 
choice but to conquer or die. . Having commu- 
nicated this important fcheme to his confidents, 
they exerted themfelves amongft the foldiers in 
fuch a manner, that themfelves went to per- 
fuade him to agree to it, and among other argu- 
ments argued, that there being 100 mariners on 
board, they would greatly addto their ftrength, 
and bear, a part of all their 'fatigues. Cortes 
feemed convinced by their reafons, and a public 
inftrument was drawn up by a notary, by which 
piece of fubtilty he was faved from being under 
the obligation for paying for the fhips, the whole 
army being equally bound for the payment of 
them. . T$is being done, orders were given for 
bringing on more the iron work, anchor, faite, 
and every thing that might be of ufe, and tfyen 
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to fink them all, except the boats, which were 
referved for fifliing. 

But no fooner had Cortes taken this extraor* 
dinary ftep, than all the advantage of it teemed 
to be deftroyed by an accident that could not 
poffibly be forefeen, and which it was therefore 
impoflible for him to avoid. This was the ar- 
rival of a fmall fquadron upon the coaft, of 
which he received advice by an exprefs from 
Juan de Efcalant. He immediately went to 
Vera Cruz, and at his arrival perceived one of 
the vefiels at anchor at a considerable diftance 
from the more, where were landed three Spa* 
niards, one of whom was a public notary. Cor- 
tes went to them with a fmall party, when the 
notary delivered to him a writing, which con- 
tained in fubftance, that the governor of Jamai- 
ca laid claim to a part of that country, and 
therefore fent to inform Cortes, that he was not 
to make a fettlement there. Cortes declined 
taking the paper, and very mildly told him, 
that it would be better if captain Pineda, who 
he underftood was the commander of the fqua- 
dron, would come on more, in order that 
they might adjufl the affair in an amicable 
manner ; but the notary refilling to carry this 
meflage, and infixing in a difrefpe&ful man- 
ner, upon having a direct anfwer to his nod- 
' fication, Cortes ordered them to be feiied, 
and then waited all night behind a fand- 
hill near the more, • in hopes that others would 
land from the fhip. But finding that no body 
came, he dire&ed three of his men to put on 
the prifoners cloaths, and to go down to the fea 
fide, where they were to make fignals with their 
cloaks. In conference of this ftratagem a 

boat 
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boat came off from the (hip with twelve men 
well armed, which being perceived by Cortes's 
foldiers, they retired under a tree, and four men 
landing from the boat with an Indian, advanced 
towards them, without having the leaft doubt 
of their being their own people. By which 
ftratagem he alfo'got thefe into his hands ; when 
the boats crew feeing what had happened, rowed 
back to the veflel, which foou after weighed an- 
chor, and flood to fea. Thefe men readily in- 
lifted in the fervice, and Cortes returned to 
Zempoalla with a fmall recruit of feven Spani- 
ards, which was then efteemed. a very confidera- 
ble reinforcement. 



C H A P. VI. 

Cortes Begins bis march for Mexico, ft ays fi* 
vera/ days at Zocotblan and Xacaxingo ; fends 
ambaffadors to Tlafcala ; but bis propofals of 
peace being rejeQed, fights an obftinate battle 
ivith the Tlafcalans. XicotencaJ, General of 
the Tlafcalans', attacks the Spanijb Quarters by 
night ; but is divefted of his command, and the 
Tlafcalans fuefor peace. # 



In 



a few days after Cortes's return to Zempo- 
alla,- he drew up the army, forming a body 
pf Spaniards for the van-guard, and another of 
Indians for the rear, commanded by three Ca- 
ciques of the mountains ; the ftrongeft of the car- 
riers were referved for drawing the artillery, the 
reft werd loaded whb the baggage, and having 
Vol. II. D appointed 
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appointed an advanced party to reconnoitre, 
they began their march toward Mexico, on the 
i6tk of Auguft, 15 19, and in their way were 
kindly entertained at Jalapa, Socochima, and 
Texucla, towns belonging to the confederates, in 
each of which places he erected a croft, while 
Cortes exhorted the people to forbear offering 
human facrifices. They now entered upon the 
rough part of the mountains, where they were 
obliged to march for three days over rocks and 
precipices, in very cold and rainy weather> with- 
out any thing to flielter themfelves from the in- 
clemency of the air. Juil as they reached the 
fttBJft it. their provifions began to fail; they 
i found a temple, and a large quantity of 
d,* but made no ftay, as they obferved fome 
ges 'on the other fide of the mountain, to 
which they hafled with as much expedition as 
poffible. 

They now entered into the large and popu- 
lous province of Zocathlan, where in a valley at 
the foot of a mountain, was a city of the fame 
name, in which the Cacique refided. Cortes fent 
two Zempoallans to inform the prince of his ar- 
rival, who foon returned with a favourable an- 
fwer. The Cacique came out of the city with 
a great *e tin ue, and received the general with a 
kind of forced civility. The Spaniards here 
found very incommodious quarters, and only a 
fmall quantity of j>rovifions. Cortes however 
concealed -his refentment, in order to give that 
prince no opportunity of engaging him in hoftt- 
lities that would inevitably obftrucl his march. 

The 
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. The next day the. Cacique viiited Cortes at his 
quarters, when the latter received him with 
great civility, and among other queitions aflced 
whether he was fubje&Vjo. the emperor of Mexi- 
co ; when the other replied, is there any man up- 
on earth, who is not a flave to Montezuma ! To 
which Cortes fcornfully replied, That he him- 
felf, and thofe who accompanied him, obeyed 
another King, who had many fubje&s more pow- 
erful thanMontezuma. But the Cacique, without 
attending to thefe words proceeded to difplay the 
grandeur of his emperor, the provinces under 
his dominion, he faid, were innumerable, and 
obferved. that he had many lords who ferved bare- 
footed in his palace, with their eyes fixed on the * 
ground ; adding, that he refuted in the IjJJjetf^ 
moil beautiful, and ftrongeft city in the uaj 
founded in the midft of lakes. He then* i 
tiated upon the immenfity of his riches, 
ftrength of his armies, and the mifery of his ene- 
mies, above 20,000 of whom were annually fa- 
crificed on the altars of his Gods. 

Cortes eafily difcovered the intent of his dif- 
courie, which had been dictated by the court 
of Mexico, to deter him from proceeding ; but 
feeming not to penetrate into his defign, here- 
plied, that he was already informed of Montezu- 
ma's grandeur, and that his embaffy being, 
peaceable, his men were appointed rather -to 
ftiew his authority, than as a martia.1 guard; 
but yet the moll inconsiderable Spaniard was able 
to overthrow a whole army of Indians. That he 
fought for peace : but if he wasxompelled to en- 
gage in war, he would deftroy his enemies with 
fire andfifrord; for nature would affifthiaa with 
*V D 2 fer 
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her prodigies, and Heaven with its lightening* 
This rodomontade had a furprizing eiFeft, and 
the Cacique was To over-awed by it, that he 
entirely altered his conduct, and fupplied the 
Spaniards with provifions in great plenty, during 
the fare days Cortes ftaid there, he even treated 
him with a prodigious refpedt, made him a pre- 
fent of four female (laves, and offered to give him 
twenty nbble Indians for guides to his army. 

Cortes now proceeded on his march to the pro- 
vince of Tlafcala, that bordered upon Zocath- 
lan, and for feveral days nothing confiderable 
happened : but afterwards hearing that the whole 
country was in arms, he refolved to halt at a 
fmall town called Xacazingo, till he mould be 
iKter informed of their dengns. 

T^he province of Tlafcala was about 50 leagues 
in circumference, and though the land was moun- 
tainous and uneven, it abounded with inhabi- 
tants. The capital was built upon different 
eminences. The people at firft were governed 
by kings, till growing weary of their tyranny, 
they fliook off the .yoke, and fprmed themfelves 
into a commonwealth . The towns were divided 
into a certain number of diftridts, each of which 
fent a repreientative to Tlafcala, where they 
formed* fenate, whofe refolutions were obeyed 
by the whole province. Under this form of 
government, they had long fupported themfelves 
againft the emperors of Mexico, and were them 
at their higheft pitch of power; for Montezuma's 
cruelty had increafed the number of their con- 
federates, among whom was a warlike nation, 
called the Otomies, equally famed for their bar- 
barity and their valour. 

To 
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To this republic Cortes fent four of the prin- 
cipal Zeiapoallans, who were fully inftructed by 
Aguilar and Marina, how to addrefs the fenate, 
in demanding a paiTage for the Spaniards through 
their territories. They inftantly put on the ap- 
pearance of ambafla/Tors, each wearing en his 
fhoulder a wreathed cotton tippet knotted at the 
ends ; in the right hand a large arrow, and on the 
left arm a target, formed of tortoife-ftiell. Up- 
on thefe occafions, when the purport of the em- 
baify was war, the feathers of the arrow were 
red, but when the errand was peace,, they were 
known and refpefted on the high roads ; but if 
they turned afide they forfeited their privileges. 
Cortes's four envoys on their entering Tlafc 
cala, were- conducted to a houfe fet apart for the 
reception of ambaftadors, and the next day 
brought into the fenate, the members of which 
pofe from their little chairs to bid them welcome. 
As the ambafladors entered, they held up their 
arrows on high, and wore their tippets on their 
heads, as a mark of extraordinary veneration : 
then paying their refpe&s to the fenate, they 
proceeded (lowly to the middle cf the hall, where 
they kneeled with their eyes fixed upon the 
ground, continuing fjlent till the eldeft fenator 
defired them to declare their bufinefs.* They 
then feated themfelves upon their hams, and he 
who was chofen the orator, exprefled hjmfclf to 
the following purpofe ; " Noble republic, Va- 
" liant Tlafcalans;. your friends and allies the 
" Lord of Zempoalla, and the mountain Ca- 
" clones, wifhing you health, abundance, and 
** the deftru&ion of your 'enemies, fend us to 
D 3 " inforne 
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'.' inform you, that an invincible race of men 
€€ are come from the eaft, who feem to be 
" more than human ; for they fail upon palaces, 
€€ and wield the thunder and lightening. Yet 
" they worihip an almighty Being who is offend- 
*' ed at human facrifices. The general is am- 
" baftador from a mighty prince, who defires to 
" reform the abufes of our country, and repreis 
" the tyranny of Montezuma. He has already 
" refcued our provinces from oppreffion ; and 
tl as he means to pafs through your territories 
" in his way to Mexico, he defires to be inform* 
" ed of your grievances, that he may redrefs 
€t your wrongs. We have experienced his va- 
" lour, and in the name of our Caciques and 
" confederates, defire you to entertain thefe 
" ftrangers." The fpeech being concluded, the 
four Indians raifed themfelves upon their knees* 
and making a profound reverence to the fenate, 
feated themfelves again, expecting an anfwer. 

After a fhort conference, the fenators told the 
ambafiadors, that they gratefully received the 
falutation of the confederates ; but muft delibe- 
rate upon the anfwer to be returned to the 
Grangers . The Indians then retired to their lodg- 
ings when Cortes's demand produced very ob- 
ftinate debates, fome in fi fling upon repelling 
him by force of arms, and others propofing a 
compliance with his requeft. The chief of 
thofe who efpoufed pacific fentiments, was an 
old fenator named Magifcatzen, a perfon of 
great authority in the republic, who reminded 
them of a prophecy, that an invincible race of 
men would come from the eaft, with fuch do- 
minion 
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minion over the elements that they mould form 
floating cities upon the feas, and ufe fire and 
air to lubdue the earth. Thefe Grangers he al- 
Iedged were certainly the people foretold. They 
came from the eaft ; their arms were fire ; they 
dwelt in floating houfes, and by their adtions in 
Tabafco proved themfelves invincible. He al- 
1 edged that their arrival was predicted by iignals 
from Heaven, which it were impious to difre- 
gard. That they had aflifted their allies, and 
only deiired a paiTage through their country, 
which they could not refufe without being guilty 
of incivility to thofe who had never injured 
them, and without difrefoedl to their allies, by 
whom they were fo warmly recommended. 

Magifcatzen's fpeech was received with ap- 
plaufe; but the favourable difpofitions he in- 
spired were entirely changed by the interpoiition 
of Xicotencal, their general, a young man ani- 
mated by ambition, who with equal eloquence 
ridiculed the prophecy, and reprefented the Spa* 
niards as common men, whofe veiTels and arms 
were produced by human art, whofe valour was 
not uncommon, and whofe pride, cruelty, and 
avarice were intolerable, iince they contemned 
the laws and cuftoms of the Indians, thirfted 
after their gold, deftroyed their temples, and 
fclafphemed their Gods ; and that with refpeft 
to the iignals of Heaven, they ought to be in- 
terpreted as warnings to oppofe and extirpate 
thofe prefumptuous lb-angers. He therefore 
rarncftly intreated that they would allow him 
to afTemble the forces, and exterminate them 
at once, as oppreflbrs of their country and 
the enemies of their religion. 

Thefe 
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Thefe arguments had great weight with a, 
people ambitious of military glory : they there- 
fore ordered their general to try his ftrength 
with the chriftians, but detained the ambaSa- 
dors, 

Cortes having waited eight days for the return 
of his ambafladors, determined to continue his 
march towards the city of Tlafcala, that in cafe 
they were reiblved on hoftilities, he might at- 
tack them before they were joined by their allies; 
by which prudent refolution he prevented their 
obtaining time to guard a ftrong (tone wall which 
was 20 feet thick, and 9 feet high, with a pa- 
rapet upon the top ; it reached acrofs the valley, 
extending from one mountain to another, and 
had no other entrance but in the middle, where 
the two ends circularly crofled each other for 
the fpace of ten paces, and might have eaiily 
been defended againft all invaders . The Spani- 
ards having paffed this wall without oppofiticm, 
marched in good order with their artillery ready, 
• and with advanced parties to prevent furprize. 
Thefe parties at length difcovered 20 or 30 In- 
dians at a confiderable distance, who by their 
plumes appeared to be foldiers. Cortes inftantiy 
fent his fcouts with figns of pCafce, while he 
himfelf prepared to follow with tight horfe, 
giving orders for the infantry «to advance at 
leifure ; but the Indians took to 'their heels, till 
having joined the main body, which was at 
fome diftance, they faced about, and ftood in a 
pofture of defence. The eight horie were now 
joined by fix others, notwithstanding which the 
Indians ftood their ground till they were reinforc- 
ed by a body of 5000 men, who had lain in 

ambufcade. 
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ambufcade. At this inftant the Spanifh infantry 
came up, and formed themfelves into a battalion, 
to fuftain the fury with which the enemy advan- 
ced ; but the firft volley of the fire-arms doing 
great execution, threw the Indians into diforder. 
Of this the Spaniards taking advantage fell 
upon them with fuch refolution, that in a fhort 
time they quitted the field, leaving 60 men 
killed, and fome prifoners taken by the Spani- 
ards. Cortes was not willing to have his men 
engage in the purfuit, but took poneffion of 
fome houfes, that were in fight, in which they 
found a considerable quantity of provifions, and 
pafled the night there. 

The Spaniards proceeding on their march the 
next day, were oppofed by a larger body of 
the enemy, which advanced with great noife, 
and having difcharged a flight of arrows and a 
large quantity of ftones from their flings, retreat- 
ed, making a kind of running fight ; but Cortes 
imagining that this retreat was only a ftratagem, 
followed in clofe order, till having reached the 
top of a hill, he difcovered a plain, where was 
an army of about 40,000 men, compofed of 
various nations, diftinguifhed by the colours of 
their enfigns and plumes. The Spaniards boldly 
marched down the hill; formed on the even 
ground, and moved on to the attack, while the 
Indians ftill retired, till finding them at a diftance 
from the hill, they opened to the right and left, 
and ran furioufly to occupy the ground on both 
fides, and then clofing in a circle, furrounded 
die Spaniards, who found it neceflary to throw 
themfelves into the form of an hollow fquare, 

in 



6i The Conquest of M EXICO. 

in order to fuftain the fury of the afTailants. 
The air was foon darkened with the arrows, 
darts and floncs, which fell upon the Spaniards, 
till tne Indians obferving the little effect of thefe 
miffive weapons, boldly attacked them with 
their pikes and fwords. But the artillery fwept 
down whole companies ; the fmall arms killed 
them in Jieaps, and Cortes breaking in among 
them with his horfe, flew and trampled under 
foot all that came in his way. At length Cortes 
feeing the enemy fall back, placed his horfe on 
the wings, and being accompanied by the foot, 
charged them with redoubled vigour. They at 
nrft made a fhow of refiftance ; but the men on 
horfeback feeming fupernatural, put them into 
diforder, and they foon began to give way on all 
iides ; while in this confufion they wounded and 
trod one another under foot. During the battle 
Pedro de Moron, who was mounted on horfeback, 
was furrounded and taken by the Indians, after 
having received feveral wounds ; but though he 
was foon releafed by the reft of the cavalry, his 
horfe was killed. 

^ By this time the Spaniards were greatly fa- 
tigued, and began to be dubious of fuccefs, 
when the cries of the enemy fuddenly ceafed, 
and this filence was followed by the noife of 
horns and drums founding a retreat. The ene- 
my then moving off flowly, left the field to 
the Chriftians : But notwithstanding the lofs of 
molt of their officers, they entered their quar- 
ters in triumph, with the horfe's head carried as 
a trophy before* the general, who fent it to 
Tlafcala, where it was facrificed with extraordi- 
nary 
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nary folemnity in one of the temples. Nine 
or ten of the Spanifh foldiers, and many of the 
Zempoallans, who were fired by the example of 
the Spaniards, were wounded in this battle, 
which was no fooner over, than Cortes obferv- 
ing a fmall town on an eminence that com- 
manded the country, marched thither, and had 
the Satisfaction of finding it well fupplied with 
provisions : bnt there not being fufficient room 
to accommodate the whole army, the Zempo- 
allans erected huts for themfelves, and raifed 
fome works of earth to fecure the place, not- 
withstanding its being Strong and of difficult 
accefs. 

The fentiments of the Tlafcalans were SHU 
divided ; for while fome cried out for peace, 
others were equally eager for continuing the 
war : Xicotencal demanded fupplies to revenge 
the lofs they had fufFered, and one of the con- 
federates arriving at the fame time with 10,000 
men, this fuccour encouraged them toprofecute 
the war with frefli vigour. In the mean time 
the four Zempoallan ambafiadors returned by 
different ways to .the Spaniards, and informed 
Cortes, that as foon as Xicotencal took the field, 
they were put in a prifon, and deftined by the 
Tlafcalans as facrifices to the god of war, but 
that they had happily found means to make their 
efcape. 

Though a profound StillneSs reigned through- 
out the country, Cortes was far from imagining 
that he was out of danger of being again attack- 
ed by the Tlafcalans, he therefore refolved to 
maintain his poll ; but forefeeing the Indians 
would interpret his inaction as proceeding from 

fear, 
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fear, he refolved the next morning to reconnoitre 
the country, in order to gain intelligence ; and 
therefore marched out with all his horfe and 200 
foot, which equally confiHed of Spaniards and 
Zempoallans. He advanced as far as fome vil- 
lages in the road to Tlafcala, where he found 
great ftore of provifions, and made feveral pri- 
foners, by whom he was informed that Xicoten- 
cal was encamped about two leagues from thence, 
and employed in recruiting, and augmenting 
his army. 

The Zempoallans being now highly incenfed 
againft the Tlafcalans, Cortes permitted them 
to deftroy the country with fire and fword, and 
then returned to the camp, where he fet at liber- 
ty all his prifoners, and among thofe who had 
been taken the day before, he chofe two or three 
to carry a meflage to Xicotencal in which he 
expreffed his concern for the lofc he had fu&ain- 
ed in the battle, which his nation had brought 
upon themfelves by rejecting the peaceable terms 
he had offered them ; and defired that he would 
now confent to an accommodation, otherwife 
he mould make the name of Tlafcala a terror to 
its neighbours. The prifoners at their departure 
promifed to bring him an anfwer ; and a few 
hours after they kept their word ; but returned 
bloody and mangled by Xicotencal's order, for 
prefuming to deliver fuch a mefTage ; with an 
anfwer that Xicotencal would meet the Chriftians 
as foon as the fun arofe, when he did not doubt 
but that he mould carry them alive to the altars 
of his Gods, and that to (hew how little he fear- 
ed him, he gave him notice of his refolution, 
that he might have time to prepare himfelf. 

Cortes, 
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Cortes, though piqued at Xicontencal's info* 
lence, would not negle& his advice : but at day* 
break drew his troops into the field, leaving fuch. 
a force in the town as he thought neceflary for 
its defence; and having advanced about half a 
league, took pofleffion of a fpot where he could 
receive the enemy with advantage. He there 
formed his men, Vecured his flanks with the ar- 
tillery, and put himfelf at the head of the horfe * 
in order to bring fuccour whenever it IhouW bt 
wanted. In a fliort time the fcouts returned 
with intelligence that the enemy were upon 
their march, and foon after they appeared, when 
their number amounted to above 50,600 men, 
coniifting of the whole flrength of the republic 
and its allies. They displayed a large golden 
eagle, which was the enfign of Tlafcala, and 
was never brought into the field, but upon the 
greateft undertakings, and at firft feemed to ad- 
vance with equal expedition and intrepidity* 
On their coming within cannon fhot, the artil- 
lery filled them with fuch terror that they halt- 
ed for fome time ; but at length rallied forward 
in a throng till they were near enough to ufe 
their flings and arrows, when they were a fecond 
time ftopt by a discharge of the fire-arms 
and crofs-bows. But at length perceiving the 
Slaughter that was made among them by the 
Spaniards and Zempoallans, they burft upon 
them like a torrent, and broke their ranks by 
mere dint of weight and multitude : they, how- 
ever, formed again, by bearing down all that 
did not give way to their efforts. At this in- 
ftant a great difturbance appeared among the 
cnemy> whofe troops appeared too and fro, and 

Vol. II. E v turned 
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turned their arms againft each other, till at 
length they retired in a tumultuous manner. 

The caufe of this disturbance and retreat was 
afterwards found to be owing to the infolence of 
Xicotencal in upbraiding one of the confederate 
Caciques with cowardice, for not advancing 
when the reft were engaged. The Indian chief, 
who had 10,000 men under his command, re- 
turned an angry anfwer, which being followed 
by a challenge, the other Caciques efpoufed 
their friend's quarrel and immediately retired. 
Upon which Xicotencal, finding himfelf aban- 
doned by his allies, and having feen.a great 
number of his people flain upon the fpot, left 
the field. 

It is faid that Cortes loft only a fmgle foldier 
on this occafion, however feveral of the men 
were very much di($ouraged at their having 
been put into diforder, and loudly declared, 
that they would not facrifice their lives to Cortes's 
obftinacy, but return by themfelves to Vera 
Cruz, and leave him alone to follow the dictates 
of his ambition. The {pirit of mutiny made it 
neceffary for Cortes to aflemble the foldiers, 
when he put them in mind that they had already 
vanquifhed the Tlafcalans, who would certain- 
ly fue for "peace, fo that they mould proceed to 
Mexico, with the additional reputation of con- 
quering fo warlike a people : But that their re- 
treat would bring them into difgrace, and 
endanger their total deftruclion. In fhort, he 
exerted his eloquence with iuch fuccefs, that one 
of the mutineers cried aloud, " Fellow fol- 
" diers ! our general is in the right, we cannot 
" now retire without being inevitably loft," and 

this 
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this opinion was immediately affented to by 
the whole army. 

Mean while the Tlafcalans were fo intimida- 
ted by the ill fuccefs of the fecond battle/ that 
they cried aloud for peace with the flrangers* 
whom they efteemed invincible. But the fenate 
concluding they were magicians, refolved to op- 
pofe inchantment, again ft inchantment, and 
therefore confulted their wizards, who pretend- 
ed to have difcovered the caufe of their defeat, 
aiTerting that the Spaniards were the offspring of 
the fun, and derived a fuperior power from the 
warmth of his beams ; but that when he difap- 
peared they remained weak and difpirited. Hence 
they propofed that they mould be attacked by 
night, and .utterly deftroyed before they could 
be re-animated by the beams of their father. 
This abfurd piece of intelligence the fenate com- 
municated to Xicotencal, with orders to execute 
it, and he immediately began to prepare for 
taking his meafures accordingly. 

Mean while Cortes took particular care to 
preferve the ftrideft difcipline : centinels were 
conftantly polled at a diftance from the town, 
the guards were regularly mounted and relieved, 
and the foldiers refted upon their arms. Thefe 
precautions were of the utmoft confequence : 
for on the night deftined for the attack, the 
out-centinels difcovered a body of the enemy 
marching towards the town with unufual flow- 
ncfs and lilence, when notice being given of 
their approach, the foldiers manned the works 
' without noife or confufion, and chearfully wait- 
ed to give them a warm reception. Xicotencal 
E z had 
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had 10,000 men under his command, whom he 
ordered to attack the quarters on three fides 
at once, which they did with equal fpeed and 
refolution ; but they met with fuch a powerful 
and unexpe&ed refiftance, that many were flain, 
and the reft were the more terrified from their 
having been confident that they (hould find the 
Spaniards weak and unprepared. -Xicotenca! 
was now fenfibleof the delufion of the forcerers; 
but animated by rage he returned with double 
fury to the a/Fault. His Indians aflifted each 
other to climb over the wall; and for a confr- 
derable time one party fucceded, as another was 
flain, till at length the general feeing it imprac- 
ticable to carry his point, ordered the fignal to 
be founded for a retreat. Cortes no fooner per- 
ceived them retiring from the wall, than h* 
fent out part of his infantry, and all his horfe, 
furnifhed with breaft-plates full of bells, to 
charge the Indians, who were fo terrified at the 
unufual noife, that they fled in confafion, leav- 
ing a confiderable number of dead, and fomc 
wounded, whom they were in too great a hurry 
to carry off. This vidlory was obtained by the 
lofs of one man, who was a Zempoallan. 

The news of this difappointment foon reached 
Tlafcala, when the inhabitants unanimoufly de- 
manded peace and juftice againft the magician* 
for having deceived them. The fenate aiTem- 
bling, agreed topunifti the impoftors,~twor of 
whom were immediately facrificed to their gods, 
and to apply to the ftrangers for forgivenefs, 
now firmly believing that they were the celeftial 
people mentioned in the prophecy. Mean while 

a meiTengcr 
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a meflenger wasfentto inform Xicotencal of the 
fenate's refolution ; but that general being ex- 
afperated againft the Spaniards, from whom he 
longed to retrieve his honour, abfolutely refufed 
to comply, and refolved to make a fecond alTault 
by night ; but in order to know the nature and 
ftrength of their fortifications, he employed 40 
foldiers to enter the Spanifh quarters among the 
neighbouring peafants, who reforted thither to 
exchange provifions for baubles. Thefe fpies 
bad fpent the greateft part of the morning a- 
mong the Spaniards unfufpe&ed, till a Zem- 
poallan who had obferved one of them narrowly 
examining the fortifications, communicated 
his fufpicion to Cortes, who inftantly ordered 
him to be put to the torture, when he made 
a full confeffion, in» confequence of which his 
comrades were apprehended, and the whole 
fcheme difcovered. The general then caufed 
fifteen of the moil obftinate of thefe fpies to 
be pnniftied, fome by lofmg a hand, and others 
their thumbs, and then difmifled them to tell 
Xicotencal that he was prepared for his coming, 
and had fent his fpies alive that they might ac- 
quaint him with the fituation of his works. 

At this bloody fpeclacle the Indian army was 
ftruck with horror and aftoniftiment, and their 
mefiage made a deep impreilion on the general's 
mind. He now began to think that the Spa- 
niards could not have difcovered his defign with- 
out a fhpernatural information: but while he 
was reflecting on this fubjecl, he was accofled 
by ieveral perfons, fent by the fenate to diveft 
him of Jus command. 

' E 3 The 
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The Spaniards expefted an attack all that 
night and the next day; but on the fucceeding 
morning the advanced centinels perceived four 
perfons of rank adorned with white feathers in 
token of peace, and followed by thirty Indians 
loaded with provifions. As they approached, 
they frequently hahed, as if afraid to advance, 
and then bowing their bodies, touched the earth 
with their hands, and applied them to their lips, 
as a teftimony of humility and veneration, Ma- 
rina appearing upon the wall, afked for what • 
purpofe they were coming, and they anfwering 
that they came from the fenate and republic of 
Tlafcala, to treat of peace, they were allowed J 
to enter, and being introduced to Cortes, they 
apologized for what was paft, fued for peace, 
and carneftly in treated him to march to their 
city, where the Spaniards mould be ferved and 
refpe&ed as the children of the fun, and the % 
brothers of the gods. Cortes however treated 
them with an affefted feverity, and told them, 
that confidering the methods they had taken to- 
incur his diipleafure, they ought to look upon 
their admiffion to his prefence as a mark of his 
condefcenfion : that however peace was agree- 
able to his inclinations, and he would endea- 
vour to appeafe the anger of his captains. , 
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CHAP. VII. 

Cortes receives an embajjy from Montezuma ; he 
makes bis -entrance into Tlafcala; after 'which 
Diego de Ordax vifits the volcano of Popo- 
catepec. Cortes at length receives an embajjy 
from Mexico, and marches to Cholula, where 

, a fcheme is laid for his deftru&ion which is 
dtj covered by tbe^addrefs of Marina. He 
leaves Cholula ; Baffles the treacherous defigns 
of the Mexicans ; is vifited by the Cacique of 
Yezeaco, and arrives at that City, whence be 
marches to Itztapalapa. 



x\S Montezuma had intelligence of every thing 
that pafled, he was greatly alarmed at Cortes's 
fnccefs againft the Tlafcalans, apprehending 
that fhottld they unite their forces, they might 
be able to overturn his whole empire. Yet 
irtftead of aifembling an army in his own de- 
fence, he fent another prefent to Cortes, by 
ambafTadors, who were ordered to divert him 
from his intended journey, to watch over his 
actions, and if poffible to prevent a reconcilia- 
tion between him and the Tlafcalans, Five 
Mexicans of the firft rank, who were charged 
with this embaify, arrived in the Spanifh quar- 
ters, foon after the minifters of the republic 
had departed, and wfcre favourably received by 
Cortes, who accepted of the prefent ; but would 
not: difpatch them immediately, as he was de- 
firous of having them fee the Tlafcalans hum- ' 
bled : and indeed they had no inclination to de- 
E 4 part, 
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part, till they had accomplished the real defign 
of their embafiy. 

In the mean time ?he republic caufcd the 
neighbouring villages to furnifti the Spaniih 
army with provifions gratis, and in two day* 
Cortes was vifited by Xicatencal at the head of 
50 npblemen of his party, who attended him 
with the cnfigns of peace, He was well made, 
above the middle ftature, and bad a countenance 
that commanded refpe& He wore a white 
mantle adorned wjith jewels, and behaved before 
Cortes with the free, air of a. foldier. lie began 
14s fpeech by frankly owning that he was (he 
caufe of the war, from his believing that the 
Spaniards were friends to |4patezuma 9 whom, he 
hated, but was now come to put himfelf into 
the hands of his conqueror, hoping by this fu&- 
mffan to attain pardpa for h*s country, and 
the return of peace; he alfo in treated him to 
enter the city, where quarters mould be pro* 
Tided for his men, and defced that the inhabi- 
tants might he wsU ufed, and their god3 a*4 
wiyxs. protend from violence. Corses. copplaiJi-r 
ed, in the bearing of the Mexican ambajTadojrs 4 
with fi>me vehqmencp, of the unjuft war they 
had carried on, graced the peace ? and won 
mifed that qo violence flipuld he committed by 
the foldiers. At JCicptjeqcaTs departure he gave, 
him hjbs hand* and tolcl him that he would re- 
turn the. vifit a/te^hehaddi(piitche.dMonte*u»>a , s 
ambafladors, 

The Mexicans rn^df * je# of the peace, and 
pretended that the, Tlafcalans only fpHght tojull 
him into fecurity A in. ©r<kr with thr greater 
eafe to defepy hm and hi* fpldiers. But find- 
ing 
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ihg that he was fixed in his refolution to grant 
them a peace, they defired him to delay his 
march to Tlafcala for fix days, promifing to 
(end two of their number to Mexico, to inform 
their prince of that tranfa&ion, who would re* 
torn within that time, while the reft mould ftay 
to expect his reiblutioh ; and as Cortes did not 
think proper to break with Montezuma, he con- 
sented to this requeil. 

Within the appointed time the ambafiadors 
returned, accompanied by fix perfons of high 
rank, with a fplendid retinae, bearing another 
prefent of greater value than the former, de- 
claring that Monteauma defired to be the friend 
and confederate of the great fovereign of the 
Spaniards, and would pay him an annual tri- 
bute, provided they would enter into no league 
with the Tlafcalans, and lay afide their (Jefign 
of coming to Mexico. 

B at Cortes being refol ved that thefe ambafla-r 
dors fhauld be wknefs of the peace with Tlaf- 
cala, poftponed his anfwer, refolving to detain 
them as long as he could, to give Montezuma the 
jefs time to prepare for boftilities. Thefe em- 
bafftes fo greatly alarmed the Tlafcalans, that 
the government came to a refolution to vifit 
Cortes in the form of a fenate, in order to con- 
vince him of their fincerity, and break off his 
negotiation with the Mexicans. They accord- 
ingly arrived in folemn poceflion, carried upon 
khe fhoulders of inferior officers, and followed 
by numerous attendants. Cortes received them 
with his ufual ftate and civility, and after they 
were feated, was addreflsd by the father of Xi- 
fcotcncal, a ,blind old man of a venerable afpe&, 
E z who 
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who told him, that the fenate of Tlafcala were 
come to fue for peace on his own terms ; to 
difluade him from entering into a league with 
the tyrant Montezuma, and intreated him to ho- 
nour their city with his. prefence. Cortes af- 
fured him that he would, march to Tlafcala, 
whenever the people of the neighbouring villa* 
ges were ready to conduct his baggage and artil- 
lery. The next morning 500 tamines, or car- 
riers, appeared at his quarters, and having made 
the proper difpcfitions, he immediately began 
his march. The fields were filled with vaft mul- 
titudes of people, who came to behold the (ight, 
and made fuch outcries and gefticulations, as 
were miftaken by the Spaniards for threats of 
war,: till they were informed by Marina, that 
in this manner the Indians expreffed their joy 
at their, feitivals. 

The Spaniards were received by the fenators 
and nobles, at a confiderable didance from the 
town, who having paid- their refpe&s to the 
general, turned about and marched before. The 
city at their entrance refounded with inputs, 
acclamations, and the disagreeable noife of their 
horns, pipes, and drums. The croud was fo 
great, that the raagiftrates could fcarcely keep 
the paflage free. Some, of the women threw 
flowers on the Spaniards, while others who 
were more bold, put ndfegays in their hands. 
The priefb/ clothed in long garments, came 
with their copper cenfers, offering incenfe to. 
them as they paffed, and all the fpe&ators feem- 
ed to be filled with awe, admiration, and joy. 
Quarters were provided for them in a large edi- 
fice, which had three or four fpacious courts, 

and 
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and a great number of rooms; in the building 
the whole army was conveniently lodged, and 
there Montezuma's ambaffadors were fecure un- 
der the protection of the Spaniards. 

As Cortes knew the warlike character of the 
people among whom he lived, he obfervcd the 
utmoft circumfpeclion ; a guard was regularly 
kept in his quarters ; He never appeared abroad, 
without a number of attendants well armed, 
and the foldiers never appeared but in compa- 
nies, with their fire-arms on their moulders.-' 
Thefe marks of diftruft greatly mortified the 
Tlafcalaris, and Magifcatzin being fent by the 
fenate to complain of it to Cortes, obferved, 
that his foldiers by appearing in the city with * 
lightning on their moulders, gave more offence 
by fuch a mark of ftrfpicion than they would 
do by committing real afts of violence. Cortes 
allured him, that he was well convinced of the 
fincerity and good wiW-of the republic, and 
that his foldiers appearing in arms was one of 
the effe&s of that difcipline which had rendered 
the Spaniards invincible.- With this reply the 
fenate were fatkfied, and the Spaniards received 
daily proofs of the fidelity andfriendlhip of their 
new allies. They were entertained with plenty 
of provifions, and prefents wete poured in upon 
them from all quarters. Notwithftanding which, 
Cortes's zeal made him refolve to deftroy all 
their idoh ; but it was foon moderated by the 
charity of father de Olmedo, who told him that 
perfecution but ill agreed with the doctrines of 
the gofpel, and that their converfion required 
time and gentle ufage. However he prevailed 
with the Tlafcalans to defift from human facri- 

fices, 
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tee*, 49 bfiUgin-t)** tighejl degree Joking to 
gat^re* aiwjj to fct at liberty tho& ift&rablo 
wrejtcj*8% ^ WW fed i* cages, in, prdflt to- bq 
the vi&ims of thffir inhuman wojfftuj^ 

Ths peace being eftafcliflicd;, and tfce (enate 
©Jf Ttefoai* havfrgt fiyqrn alLegia*ce to the Kipflj 
©f Spaifrj Cprte* difmHTei th« Mexican ambak 
fador&, whpm he deuced tp inform, Montezuma 
of whfflt had paffed ia their presence* of the fol- 
licitati^na and fidelity of the TUfcalan$, qve^ 
lyhpm he had now iuch influence, that he hop- 
id in time to bring then* lender Ute obedience of 
the* Emperor of Mexico, a»4. of his refolutiop 
to continue his mar^h, in order to.con&r with 
•their priftce on $hafc* as well a& on other impor- 
tant fubje&s. 

While; Cortes #11 cpnlaflued at Tlafcala,. re- 
ceiving homage in the, nan>e of Charles V. from 
the different towns and confederates of the re- 
public,, the inhabitants were alarmed by a fur- 
prizing irruption of fire from the volcano* of 
Fopac,at£pec, an high mountain at eight leagues 
diftance from the city ,. v which filled the- people 
with terror and confirmation \ for they ridicu- 
louity imagined it tp be a- prefag© of future, mis- 
fortunes, and fupppfed that the fparks of fire 
were the fouls of tyrants fent abroad by the of- 
fended deities to chaftife the earth. 

While Magifcatzii*. and fome of the principal* 
npblemen wwreheariiagfojne of thefeidfe fan- 
cies tp Cortes, Diegp, de Owjas; came to aik leave, 
to ascend the mountain, in order to gratify his 
curioikyt The Indians,, aftonifhed at his pro- 
pofal, endeavoured, to difluade him from engag- 
ing- 
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iflg in fuch a bUugtfrous enterprise, and obferved, 
that the hoWtft wen of their nation had never 
ventured beyond Tone hermitages of their gods r 
about the middle of the eminence, and that 
4readrul roaring* and tremblings forbad all ap- 
proach to IU {ummit, This fttceuqt increafed 
the eag»rn*6 of Diego de Qrda?, and Cortes 
granted his requeft, in order to afford the Tlaf- 
cglans a freft prc-Qf of the fapeiior courage of 
the Spaniards. 

Qrdaz therefore fot out on this expedition at- 
tended by two foldiers, and fome or the princi- 
pal Indians, who offered to attend him as far as 
the hermitages. He found the bottom of the 
mountain beautified on all fides with green trees, 
which extended a considerable way up the af- 
cjent. The earth than grew barren by degrees. 
Xhe Indians ftoppedat their hermitage, to which 
they never expected to fee the Spaniards return, 
and Diego de Qrdaz, w;tl$ his companions, pro- 
ceeded climbing among the rocks, which were 
whitened by fnow, and the*afhes difcharged from 
the volcano, and. at length reached a place at a 
fmall diftance from the iommit, where they felt 
the earth move violently under them, and heard 
a dreadful roaring iffue from (he mouth of the 
volcano, which with redoubled noife difcharged 
a vaft quantity of fire and fmoak, that darted up- 
wards to a great height. The Spaniards were in* 
flantly covered with a fhower ot hot alhes, which 
obliged them to feek for flicker in the hollow of 
a rock, where they were almoft ftifled. Diego 
de Qrdaz however perceiving that the earthquake 
was parted, encouraged the foldiers,- by his ex- 
ample, to profecute this difepvery, till they came 

within 
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proviitons, and excuiing themfelves for not wait- 
ing upon him at Tlafcala, on account of his 
being there in the nridft of their enemies, wel- 
comed him and his people to their city. Though 
Cortes was far from being convinced of their 
Jincerity, he admitted of their excufe, and the 
next morning proceeded towards Cholula, where 
he was met by the Caciques and priells, attended 
by a multitude of unarmed people, who had 
the appearance of being filled with reverence and 
joy j but they no fooner perceived the body of 
Tlafcalans that marched in the rear, than a dis- 
agreeable murmur was heard among the chiefs, 
upon which Marina was ordered to afk the rea- 
fon of it, when (he returned with an anfwer, 
that the Tlafcalans being their enemies, could 
not enter the city in arntf, wherefore they ear- • 
neftly intreated, that he would order them to 
return. Cortes was difconcerted at this demand, 
he however defired the Tlafcalans to lie without 
the city, to which they agreed, and they took 
up their lodgings in a place from which they 
might eafily come to the affiftance of the Spa- 
niards, in cafe of necejfity. In fhort, Cortes 
entered Cholula amidft the acclamations of the 
people, and with all the marks of refpeel (hewn 
to the Spaniards at their entrance into Tlacala. 
The city of Cholula Hood in an open and de- 
lightful plain, and was much frequented by 
(bangers, on account of its being a ian&uary of 
the gods, and its carrying on a confiderable 
trade. The flreets were fpacious, the buildings 
larger and more beautiful thanthofe of Tlafcala, 
and a great number of the fumptuous towers, 
which adorned the city, (hewed the multitude 

of 
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of their templet. It contained 20,000 inhabi- 
tants within the walls, and an equal number in 
the fuborbs ; bat as they chiefly confided of me* 
chanics and merchant!, they were efteefnedmoro 
cunning than warlike, The quarters appointed 
for the Spaniards were three or four large edit 
feces, contiguous to each other, and fujheient to 
contain bow the Spaniards and the Zempoallans, 
The Tlafcalans chofe a place at a fmall diftance 
from the town, which they fecured with fome 
works, formed guards, and placed centinels, in, 
imitation of their European friends, from whom 
they had obtained feme knowledge in the art of 
wax. 

In the lprft three or four days, there was the 
sreateft appearance of tranquility andfriendfhip, 
out after that time proyinons grew gradually 
fcarce, and an entire top was put tg the enter-? 
tainments of the Caciques, The priefts and 
Montezuma's ambaiTadors held private conferen- 
ce*, and the, people began to look upon the Spa-? 
qiajrcU with an air pf fcoro and diftafyj. Thia 
naturally awakened the jealoufy of the Utter, 
and Cortes was endeavouring to penetrate into 
the intentions of the Cholulans, when the whole 
defign was acciden tally difcorered, Marina had 
contracted a frieudfhip with an old Indian wo- 
man of diiUn&ion, Vvho coming one morning 
to her apartment, hegged, with great earneft- 
nefs, that (he would immediately forfake thofe 
abominable grangers, and live with her. Ma- 
rina perceiving that there was fomething extra- 
ordinary in this requeft, bemoaned her captivity* 
and a£ted her part fo well, thai the Cholulan, 
believing her fincere, told her that there was no 

time 
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time to be loft, for the Spaniards were devoted 
todeftru&ion ; that Montezuma had lent 20,000 
Mexicans to fecure the fuccefs of the defign, of 
which 6000 chofen men had already entered the 
city in fmall parties : that a great quantity of 
arms was diftributed among the inhabitants, 
who had carried ilones up to the tops of their 4 
houfes, and cut deep trenches acrofs the ftrcets, 
in which were fixed (harp flakes, which were 
flightly covered with earth, for the deftruction 
of thehorfes: that theEmperor of Mexico had re - 
folved to exterminate all the chrifHans ; but had 
given orders that fome of them mould be taken a- 
live, to fatisfy his curiofity and zeal for religion, 
and that he ha^madetfiecityofCholulaaprefent 
of a gold drum to excite their courage. Marina, 
on obtaining this intelligence, pretended that 
fhe was ready to attend Jier deliverer, and would 
only go arid fetch her jewels ; but immediately 
hafted to Cortes, and told him the whole affair, 
upon which the Indian woman was feized, and 
by threats engaged to make a particular confef- 
fion of the whole. He was at the fame ttjne 
informed by fome Tlafcalan fdldiers, who en- 
tered the city in the difguife of peafantfr, that 
' they had feen the Cholulans carrying their women ' 
and effe&s to the neighbouring villages ; and, 
in fhort, obtained intelligence' "#bm feveral 
other perfons, which put. the a!rair Beyond all 
doubt. • ' • * 

Cortes now thought it neceflary to juftify his 
conduct by the teftimony of fome r unexceptionable 
witnefles among the citizens themfelves, and 
therefore fent for three of the chief priefts, and 

difcourfing 
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fing with them feparately, complained of their 
treachery, and mentioned all the particulars of 
their defign. When believing that he was indued 
with the power of penetrating into the thoughts 
of men, they acknowledged the truth, and 
charged Montezuma with being the author of the 
whole contrivance. Thefe priefts were then fe- 
cretly imprifoned, and Montezuma's ambafladors 
excluded from all communication with the peo- 
ple. Cortes ordering his captains to aflemble, 
laid before them the whole confpiracy, and pro- 
pofed a fcheme for punifhing the Cholulans, to 
which they unanimcufly contented. Agreeably 
to this plan, he let the magiftrates know that he 
ihould depart the next day ; demanded provifi- 
ons for his march, Indians to carry his bur- 
dens, and with a view of di$raiting their for- 
ces, required a reinforcement of 2000 armed 
men to join the Tlafcalans and Zempoallans, 
which they chearfully granted, in order to intro- 
duce concealed enemies among his troops, whom 
they ihould ufe as occasion mould offer. The 
Tlafcalans were then ordered to draw near the 
city at day-break, and to enter the town and 
join the Spaniards and Zempoallans at the ririt 
discharge of the fire-arms. At night having fe- 
cured the quarters with guards and centinels, he 
fent for Montezuma's ambaffadors, and told them 
that he had'4ifcovered a confpiracy formed a- 
gainft him by the Caciques and citizens of Cho- 
lula, whom he was refcived to punifti, not only 
for their perfidious breach of hofpitality, but 
for their pretending that they had received or- 
ders and ailiftance from Montezuma, and that he 

was 
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was not fo much provoked at their treacherous 
intentions towards him, as at their prefuming tot 
lay their crime to the charge of the Emperor. 
The ambauadors appeared overwhelmed with 
terror and confufion, pretended to be ignorant 
of the confpiracy, and endeavoured to fave Mon- 
tezuma's credit, while Cortes rejoiced at this 
opportunity of defeating the arts of the Mexican 
prince, and at the fame time railing the reputa- 
tion of his arms. 

Early in the morning came the carriers with 
fome provifions, though in a fmall quantity, and 
afterwards a greater number of armed Indians 
than Cortes had demanded. Thefe he fecured in 
feyeral parts of his quarters, on pretence of 
forming his battalions in the ufual manner. 
Then putting his men in order, and mounting 
}d$ horfe, he fenj for the Caciques, and when 
^hey appeared, told them in a loud and angry 
voice, That as he had difcovered their conipi- 
racy, he would fo feverely punifh them, that 
they ftiould repent of their treachery. Scarce, 
had he began, to fpeak, when they hafted away 
; w|th great expedition to join their own forces, 
infulting him with threats and abufe, which they ; 
uttered as they fled, Cortes then commanded 
jus infantry to fall upon the fokliers, whom he 
jiad kept divided in the fquares of his quarters, 
all of whom were foon deftroyed, except a few 
who threw themfelves from the walls andefca- 
ped. This bloody Slaughter being ended, he 
gave the fignal for the Tlafcalans to advance, and 
then marched flowly into the principal (beet, 
having firft left a guard in the quarters, and de- 
tached fbme Zempoallans to difcover the trench - 

• es, 
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c*, in order that the horfe might efcape the 
danger. In the mean time the Cholalans called 
in the Mexicans, and entering a large fqusre, 
in Which were three temples, polled a number of 
men in the porches, and tops of the towers, 
while the reft were divided into feveral bodies to • 
engage the Spaniards. Juft as Cortes 's troops 
entered this fquare, and the charge was given, 
the Tlafcalans clofed with the enemies rear, and 
threw them into fuch diforder, that they neither 
knew how to fly nor to defend themielves, fo 
that they fell in heaps without refinance. The 
terraces and fteps of the temples were fo crouded 
with armed men, that they could fcarce turn 
themfelves, or find room to fix their arrows ; 
when Cortes advancing to the largeft temple, 
commanded his interpreters to proclaim a par- 
don and free paifage to all who would come 
down and furrender themfelves : but this proffer, 
though twice repeated, being reje&ed by all but 
one Indian, he caufed the artillery to play upon 
the temples, fo that great numbers perifhed in 
their rums. And all the other temples be- * 
ing deitroyed in the fame manner, there were <( 
above fix thoufand of the natives and Mexi- * 
cans (lain, The Tlafcalans having pillaged the 
town, Cortes affigned them lodgings without the 
city, and then retired to his own quarters, where 
ordering the principal perfons of the town, who 
had been taken prifcners, together with the priefls 
and Indian woman, whom he had kept confined, 
to be brought before him, he expreffed his con- 
cern at their having obliged him to inflict {o 
fevere a punifhment upon the city, publiftied a 
general pardon, and deftred the Caciques to call 

back 
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back tte fugitives. The ambaffadors congra- 
tuljfttf* Cortes in his fuccefs, and the citizens 
"being encouraged by his offers of peace, returned 
to their houfes, and opened their fhops, fo that 
the tumult immediately fubfided. 

The day after the action, Xicotencal arrived at 
the head of 20,000 men, which the Tlafcalans 
had font to the afliftance of the Spaniards ; but 
Cortes having returned them his acknowledg- 
ments, informed their general, that he would 
ibon begin his march to Mexico, and that it 
would* be improper to exafperate Montezuma by 
bringing fuch a number of his declared enemies 
* into his dominions, when Xicotencal acknow- 
ledging thejuftice of this obfervation, promifed 
to retire, and keep the troops in readinefs in cafe 
he fhould have occafion for them. But before 
their departure, Cortes brought about a peace be- 
tween the republic and Cholula, by which 
means he opened a way for the Tlafcalans to 
tupply him with fuccours, and removed all im- 
pediments to his retreat. 

Some of the Zempoallans now defiring leave 
to return home, Cortes granted their reo* eft, and 
took this opportunity of lending fome prelents 
to their Cacique, and at the fame time fent Juan 
de Efcalante a fhort account of his fuccefs, de- 
firing him to ftrengthen Vera Cruz with addi- 
tional fortifications, in order to fecure it from 
the reftiefs ambition of Diego Velafquez. 

About this time new ambaffadors arrived from 
the Emperor of Mexico, who had been informed 
of all that had palled at Cholula, and being wil- 
ling to efcape the fufpicion of having had any 
concern in the affair, not only thanked Cortes for 

chaftifing 
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chaftifing thofe traitors ; but fent him a prefent 
of great value, by which means he thought ta 
lead the Spaniards into a blind fecurity, that 
they might the eafier fall into a fnare he had 
prepared for them. 

Cortes having flaid fourteen days at Cholula, 
proceeded towards Mexico, and the firft night 
lodged in a village, . to which the chiefs of the 
neighbouring towns repaired with prefents. 
From them Cortes heard the fame complaints of 
Montezuma as in the more diflant provinces, and 
was informed that the Mexicans had placed a 
confiderable ambufcade on the other fide of a 
mountain he was to pafs the next day ; that they 
had flopped up the high road., and opened ano* 
ther which ended in precipices, and that the Spa- 
nish army when perplexed with difficulties, was 
to be fuddenly charged, where their horfes could 
be of no fervice, and the foot have no room to 
form. Cortes, though highly incenfed at this 
piece of treachery, ltifled his refentment, and * 
the next day profecuted his march over a very 
craggy mountain, adjoining to the Volcano, pro- 
ceeding with great caution . When he had reach- 
ed the top, he perceived the two roads which 
had been described to him, and turning with great 
compofure to the Mexican ambafTadors, he a(ked 
the reafon why one of them was blocked up with 
trees and ft ones, and the other but newly made. 
To which they anfwered, that the new road was 
levelled for his convenience, and the other flop- 
ped up, on account of its being more fleep and 
difficult. Cortes rcply/d, " You are but little 
** acquainted with the genius of our nation, for 
" we will march in this road for no other rca- 

" fon 
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" Ton than its difficulty." He then defired hit 
Indian friends to march before, and remove the 
obftacles to his paffage, which to the amazement 
of the ambafladors was foon done, for they ne- 
ver dreamt that he fufpe&ed their defign. When 
the Indians in ambufcade obferved that the Spa- 
niards marched in the royal road, they concluded 
that they were discovered, and began to retire in 
great diforder; while Cortes defcended, without 
oppofition into the plain, andpaffed the night in 
ibme houfes built for the reception of the Mexi- 
can merchants, who reforted to the fairs of Cho- 
lula. 

In the mean time Montessuma being difpirited 
by thefe difappointments, grew daily more and 
more devout ; reforted to the temples ; increafed 
the number of human facrifices, and at length 
aflembling his magicians, ordered them upon 
pain of death to fet out to meet the Spaniards, 
and either to ftupify or overcome them by the force 
of their enchantments. In compliance with this 
command, a confiderable number of necroman- 
cers fet out, but having performed their incanta- 
tions without fuccefs, returned toMontezuma,and 
told him, that theGodTelcatlepuca, from whom 
famine and plagues proceeded, had appeared to 
them in a garment girt with a robe of wicker, 
declaring thatMontezuma's ruin was decreed,and 
the dhTolution of the empire at hand. The fu- 
perftitious king was (buck dumb with this re- 
port, till at length recovering his fpeech, he cri- 
ed, " If our gods forfake us, let the Grangers 
" come* It would be difhonourable to turn 
" our backs upon misfortunes," and then, aftfr 
a lhort paufe, added, " I lament the old men, 

" women 
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" women and children, who cannot defend them-* 
«' felvee." From this moment he began to pre- 
pare for the entertainment of the Spaniards. All 
the difcourfe of Mexico turned upon their afto- 
nifhing actions, and the prodigies by which their 
coming had been foretold, and thefe topics of 
conversation produced a prepofleffion that was 
abfolutely neceflary to enable fuch a handful of 
men to penetrate to the very court of fuch a pow- 
erful prince. 

Cortes having pafled the mountain, advanced 
the following day to a village in the jurifdj&ion 
of Chalco, where he was vifited by the principal 
Cacique of the province, and others in that 
neighbourhood, who brought him provifions and - 
other prefents, and when unobferved by the Mex- 
ican ambafladors complained ofMontezuma's ty- 
ranny, the weight of their taxes, and his taking 
their women to gratify his lull, and that of his 
rainifters, by which means the wife found no 
protection in the bed of her hufband, nor the 
daughter in the arms of her mother. 

The next day Corte* purfiied his march four 
leagues thro' a delightful country, adorned with 
groves and beautiful gardens, till he arrived at 
a village built on a" creek of the great lake, 
where he chofe to take up his lodgings. Thither 
the Mexicans reforted with their arms and mili- 
tary ornaments, in fuch numbers as raifed Cortes's 
fulpicions ; when, in order to keep them at a pro- 
per diftance, he caufed fome fire-arms and pieces 
of artillery to be fired in the air, at which they 
were fo terrified, that they haftily retired. How- 
ever he was vifited in the morning by one of 

Vol. II. F Monte- 
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Montezuma's nephews, who was lord of Tezeuco? 
he was. a young man, had an agreeable perftm, 
and was carried on the ihoulders of fome of his 
fenrants, in a chair adorned with a variety of 
feathers curioufly divctfified. Ha no {boner a* 
lighted than his Servants, vent before to fweep 
the ground, and keep back the people oa each 
fide. Cortes going to the door of hia apartment 
received him with, a low how, which the prince 
returned by touching the earth, and then, hia 
lips with his right hand, which (aiutation being 
patted, he fat down, and with aneafy air wel- 
comed him and all. hia captains ; {poke of Monte- 
zuma's amicable difpofittca, and mentioned the. 
difficulties that oppofed his going to Mexico, on 
account of that year's barrenneis, by which the 
people were much. diftreued, fo that Grangers 
could be but ill accommodated where the na- 
tives wanted necefiaries. To which Cortes re- 
plied, that the king his mailer having feme im- 
portantreafbnafor ofieringhisfriendflup toMon- 
tezuma, he, his fervant, with great refpedt ac- 
cepted the liberty he had received of delivering 
hjs embafy, without being in pain for thepre^ 
fent Scarcity, finte the Spaniards required but 
little nonrifhment, and even defoifed the incon- 
veniences which ahti&ed men of an inferior Spe- 
cies. The Emperor's nephew then received a 
prefeut of feme falfe jewels made of glafs, at 
which he fhewed great figns of joy, and having 
accompanied the army as.far as Tezeuco, the ca- 
pital of his dominions, proceeded to Mexico, to 
give an account of hisembafTy. 

The city of Tezeuco was one of the largeft in 
the empire, and in grandeur was but little in- 
ferior 
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Eerie* to Mexico ttfdf. It extended along die 
batiks of a fyariou* fake, at the beginning of the 
Mexican caufeway. The houses were very beau- 
tifal and the ftreets regular, and what was iKll 
more extraordinary, ircm water was brought in 
pipes to every houfe. Cortes jpurfoed his march 
over the caufeway, which was twenty ieet broad* 
«ad compofed ofitane, and in the mkhv^y came 
to another town of about 2000 houfes, called 
Qaadavaea, which was founded ia the water, 
whence it afterwards obtained the mime vf Vene- 
zuela or little Venice. Here the Cacique, at- 
tended by a fplendid retinae, came out to meet 
him, and prdTed him to hossour Ins city with 
spending tike night there. 1\> which bethought 
proper to content ; for he began to "Aliped that 
the Mexicans might break the caufeway, orofr- 
ftruft his march by taking away the bridges. 
From this place die Spaniards had a vkwofthe 
gretiteft part of the lake, which was beautified 
with towns, adorned with towers and pinnacles* 
gardens and caufeways, that feemed to float up- 
on the water. The battlements of the homes 
were filled with people ; moltitades of Indians 
approached in their canoes to behold the Spani- 
ards* and the whole formed a profpedt that was 
at once new and extremely noble. Ia this city; 
they were entertained with apoiitenefs that (hew- 
ed its neighbourhood to the court. 

About break of day the next morning, the 
Spaniards formed themfelves upon the caufeway, 
which was there wide enough to allow eight 
horfes to march in front, and the whole army, 
which confided of 450 Spaniards and 6000 In- 
dian allies, proceeded on their march to Izta- 
F 2 palapa, 
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palapa, a city built in a mod delightful and 
commodious iituation, part of it upon the lake, 
and the other part on the fhore. It eonfifted of 
10,000 houfes, of two or three ftories high. The 
lord of this city, accompanied by the princes of 
two other towns bordering upon the lake, came 
put to meet Cortes with three feparate pre fen ts 
of gold, fowls, fruit, and other provifions. The 
Spaniards entered the city amidft the loud accla- 
mations of the people ; lodgings were prepared 
for them in the prince's own palace, which was 
a large and well-built edifice, with many apart- 
ments both above and below flairs, among which 
were feveral chambers with flat roofs of cedar, 
furnifhed with cotton hangings, curioufly paint- 
ed : Here were many conduits of excellent wa- 
ter, conveyed by aqueducts from the neighbour- 
ing mountains, and a confiderable number of 
large and well cultivated gardens, particularly 
one that was far more beautiful and fpacious than 
the reft, and belonged to the Cacique. It con- 
filled of fquares adorned with a variety of flow- 
ers, a parterre with divisions made*of canes in- 
terwoven with odoriferous fhrubs, and fruit-trees 
difpofed into walks. In the middle was a qua- 
drangular pond of frefli water, encompaned with 
#eps to the bottom, each fide extended 400 
paces. Here were kept the moft delicate fifh ; 
and it at the. fame time ferved as a retreat to a 
great number of herons, wild-ducks, and other 
forts of water fowl. 
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C H A P. VIIL 

Cortes\enters Mexico f 'where he is met hy Monte- 
Kumd 9 ***&o t&nts i* great Jtate to '<witcoine hith 
to the eft) \ Aftertwata* l cehfers With kith at hit 
quarters-, <aMdgrahf4J*toh ah audience itt the royal 
palace. A de/criptiofi +f the city of Mexico, 
with tin SdtbUtit of tbe''grandbur, wealth, and 
power of the empeWr* -aha*- the rekgibh and 
polity if ike Mexican gd^erkment. 

PEARLY in the morning'fhe' Spaniards left 
the city of Lfctapalapa, and beginning theif 
match in their accuftomed order, foon difeevered 
the gteat cky of Mexico* di&inguifhed above the 
reff by the height of its toners, and the gran± 
dear and multiplicity of\it* buildings. On their 
having marched about halfway* they w^re met 
by a body of. about ^dob' frobfes and officers of * 
me city,' vyho came out toitf^et them* afcd hav* 
ing paid their obedieWc^' tfcrned about arid ad- 
vanced before the troops* At a fmall diftance 
from Mexico, the caufeway Was crofled by a bul- 
wark of ftone, where the entrance into the city 
was iecured by gates, a'draw-brklge, and a fecond 
fortification. The nobles had no fooner patted 
on the other fide of the bridge, than they fell 
back on each fide, and made a lane for the army 
to pafs through, when there appeared a fpacious 
ftreet, the houfes of which were uniformly built* 
and the windows and battlements filled with, 
fpe&ators; though no body was feen pafling 
F 3 through 
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through the (beets; for Montezuma had given or- 
ders for their being cleared, as he had himfelf 
refolved to ihew Cortes &n extraordinary mark of 
favour by his coming out to meet him. 
. Scarce had the Spaniards entered the city when 
they perceived the 4irft troop of the royal reff- 
nue,. which cpnfifted .of iop noblemen of Mon- 
tezuma's houfhold -uniformly adorned with fea- 
thers, who approached in two files with their 
eyes fixed on the ground, obferving the ftriSeft 
Silence ; but on their approaching the Spaniards, 
fell back on each fide* . Then; appeared at a 
coniiderable diftance a larger company more rich- 
ly adorned, in the midft of whom was Monte- 
zuma in a chariot of bupjlhecl gold, furronnded 
with beautiful fe.a^^ers> and carried on ' the 
ihoulclers of his fayoujites, while v four per- 
sons of diftinclion; held over his heacl a canopy 
pf green feathers interwoven with ornaments of 
filver • „ He was prjfcce$fe$j by three officers with 
golden nods, which rjijey, from time to -time lifted 
up as afignal of i&e emperor's approach, that 
ail. might proftrate, ; tJiern,felyes, and hide their 
heads. Cortes difmpunted at a fmall diftance, 
and Montezuma at, the, fame time alighted from 
his chariot, when fome of the Indian? advanced 
before and fpread <?arpet6> that his feet might not 
touch the groun4t -So • came forwards with a 
flow and folemn pace, leaning upon his couiins, 
the princes of Tezeuco and Iztapalapa. He was 
about forty years of, age; of a middle ftature, 
and had a good prefence.; but his conititution 
feemed rather delicate than robuit. He had an 
aquiline nofe, and a fairer complexion than the 
reft of the Mexicans : hjs eyes were lively, and his 

hair 
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hair reached a little below bis ears ; but bis look, 
though thpughtfnl, was majeiHc : he wore on 
his head a kind of golden mitre; a mantle of 
fine cotton, covered with gold, pearls, and pre* 
cious ftones, was carelefsly tied on his moulders; 
and his fhoes, Which refembled the fandals of 
the Romans, confining of a golden fole bound to 
his foot, with ftudded ftraps that came round a 
part of his leg* 

Cortes, on feeing him, alighted, haftily ad T 
vanced, and made a profound reverence, which 
Montezuma returned in the manner of his coun- 
try, by touching the ground with his hand and 
kiffinjg it; at which the Mexicans were greatly 
aHomfhed, finoe they had never feen any of their 
emperors give fuch an inflance of condefcenfion, 
Cortes wore about his neck a chain of glafs, cu- 
ribufly fetiinimitation of diamonds and emeralds, 
which he had referred as a prefent for his firft 
audience, and coming up clofe to the emperor, 
he threw it about his neck. The princes who 
fupported him {hewed fome emotion, and inter T 
jpofed to prevent Cortes, fignifying that it was 
unlawful to approach fo near: but they were 
reprimande4 by Montezuma, who bowed his 
head to fliew that he accepted the prefent, and 
which he returned by putting upon uortes's neck 
a rich ornament of crimfon (hells, joined toge- 
ther with great art, at each of which hung four 
crabs of gold of excellent workmanship. Cortes 
then made a fliort fpeech, which being anfwered 
by Montezuma, he ordered one of his fupportera 
to conduct the ftranger to his lodging, and then 
leaning on the other went to his chair and re- 
turned to his palace. 

In 
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In tills manner Cortes Watered the city of Mex- 
ico, on the eighth of November 1519* One of 
the royal palaces was provided for the Spaniards. 
It was built by Montezuma's father* and wag 
large enough to lodge the whole, army; It had 
very thick thine walls, was flanked with towers » 
and many of the chambers were furailhed with 
cotton hangings, and feather-work of various 
colours. The chairs were formed out of folid 
pieces of wood, and the bedfteads had curtains 
like pavilions, the beds thcmfelves were of palm 
mats, and . the bolilers of the fame rolled up. 
Cortes entered thefe lodgings a little after twelve 
at noon, and had no fooner difbibuted his guards 
and placed his artillery before the gate, than h* 
found a fplendid banquet prepared for hhnfelf 
and his officers, and great plenty of provifion* 
drefled for the foldiers, with many Mexicans, who 
immediately waited upon them in the moft pro- 
found file nee. .-.,,. 

In the evening Cortes was viuted by Montezu<- 
ma, who came in the fame ftate as before ; Cor- 
tes went to the principal fquare to meet him, and 
after making a profound reverence, entered die 
apartment with Montezuma, who took his feat 
with an air of majefty, and ordered a chair to be 
brought for Cortes : when the company retiring 
to fome diftance, he is faid to have addreffed 
himfelf to him mi the following purpofe: " Be- 
" fore you mention the particulars of your em- 
"' baffy, illuHrkros captain, let you and ft lay 
* f aiidfr the prejudices we have each imbibed W 
(( the other, from the mifreprefentations of com- 
«* man report. You have been hi fome places 
<c told that I am a God, that my power is in- 

" vincible, 
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" vincible, and my riches immenfe ; that my 
'* palaces are covered with gold, and that the 
" c< earth groans beneath the weight of my trea- 
€s fure. Upon other occafions you have heard 
<( that I am a tyrant, infolent, cruel, and un- 
** jufl ; but you have been imposed upon by 
" both reprefentations : this arm of flefh ana 
" blood ihews that I am mortal, and the fe walls 
*' and roofs demonftrate that my palaces are not 
" covered with gold, and from thefe inftances 
€€ you may conclude that the account of my 
*' vices is alfo exaggerated by the malice of my 
" enemies. We have alfo received various ac- 
'* counts of you ; fome have affirmed that you 
" are gods who graft* the thunder, command 
" the elements, and compel the beafts/of the 
" foreft to obey your directions. You have been 
€€ reprefented by others as proud, vindictive, 
€t voluptuous, and transported with an infatiable 
tf thirft after the gold which our country pro- 
*' duces. Yet I now fee that I have been alike 
" deceived by thefe different accounts. You. 
" are made tike other men, and only diftin- 
€€ guifhed from us, by the peculiarities of your 
** own country. The beafts that fo readily obey 
€€ you, are large deer trained up to difcipline. 
" Your arms that produce lightening, I con- 
€€ ceive to be barrels of metal, and their efFedl, 
" like that of our farbacans, proceeds from air 
** compreffed and ftriving for vent ; and as to 
€€ the fire, noife, and fmoke, they furely are 
lt pwing to enchantment. In a word, we be- 
" lieve that. the great prince to whom you pay 
' ' obedience, is a defcendant of Quezalcoal, Lord 
" of the fev$n caves of the Navatlaques, and 
" lawful fovereign of the feven nations that 

i ( gave 
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gave rife to the Mexican empire. For from 
die tradition of many ages, we know that 
he leftthefe countries to conquer new regions 
in the eaft, with a promise that in process of 
time his defendants fhould return to new- 
model our laws, and reform our government. 
We have therefore already determined, that 
every thing (hall be done for the honour of a 
prince who is the offspring of fuch an illus- 
trious progenitor. " To this fpeech Cortes re- 
plied to the following purpofe : " We have, it 
is true, Sir* heard very oppofite accounts of 
your, character, which forae have extolled, 
and others have vilified ; but as the Spaniard* 
' have penetration enough to diftinguiih the co- 
lours of difcourfe, we have given no credit 
either to your flatterers or your rebels, but 
come into your prefence with full a/Turance of 
' vour being a great and equitable prince. Yon 
' juftly conclude we are mortal, though more 
*' intelligentand valiant than yonVvaflak. Out 
beafts are not deer, but are of a more generous 
fpecies, inclined to war, and afpiring, with a 
kind of ambition, to the glory of their maf- 
ters : and as to our arms, they are made by 
human indunry, without the affi&ancc of ma- 
gic, an abominable art which we deteit. I 
am come as ambaflador to your majefty front 
the moll powerful monarch on whom the fun 
fheds his beams at his firft rifing. He de- 
fires to be your friend and confederate, and 
though according to your traditions he might 
pretend to be more abfolute in thefe domi- 
nions, he makes no other ufe of nis authority, 
but to promote your advantage, and to con- 

" vince 
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" vince yon that yon have departed from the 
** worfhip of the true God, to pay youradora- 
" tion to infenfible pieces of wood, carved 
" out by your own hands, to whom yon inhu- 
" manly facrifice your fellow creatures/' He 
made ufe of other arguments to induce Montezu- 
ma to renounce his idolatry, and having ended 
his fpeech, the emperor arofe, faying, " 1 ac- 
«' cept the friendship and confederacy of the 
" great defcendent of Quezalcoal, but all Gods 
" are good, and yours may be fo without of- 
" fence to mine, In the mean time repofe yoiir- 
<f {elves, you are in your own houfe, where 
" you (hall be punctually ferved with atf poffibife 
€ * refpecV* He then gave orders for fome 
Mexicans without to bring in a prefent that he 
defigned for Cortes, and which was a very valu- 
able one, confining of pieces of gold, cotton 
robes, and other curiofities, and at the fame 
time, with an air of chearful generality, he dis- 
tributed fome jewels among the Spaniards who 
were prefent. 

The next day Cortes demanded an audience, 
which was immediately granted, he therefore 
drefied himfelf in his gayeft apparel, without 

Juittinghis arms, and fet out for the palace with 
uan Velafquez de Leon, Diego de Ordaz, Pedro 
de Alverado, and fix or feven favourite foldiers. 
The ftreets were crouded with vaft multitudes 
of people, who made way to let them pafs, often * 
pronouncing amidft theifercclaniations the word 
Teule or God, with which' the Spaniards were 
pleafed, from t tie ©pinion that this extraordinary 
veneration would contribute to their fuccefs. A; 
fome diftance. appeared Montezuma's palace, a 
prodigious pile of building, which had thirty 
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gates that opened to as many different flreets. 
The principal front took up one fide of a fpa- 
cious fquare, and was of red, white and black 
jafpcr, beautifully polifhed, and in a large fhield ; 
over the gate was reprefented Montezuma's arms, 
a griffin with its wings extended, holding a ty- 
gcr in its talons. When the Spaniards ap- 
proached this entrance, the Mexicans who ac- 
companied Cortes walked up to one fide of it, 
then retiring/ formed a femicircle that they might 
enter two a-breaft ; for it was efteemed irreve- 
rent to enter the royal palace in a croud. After 
their having patted three fquares, they reached 
Montezuma's apartments, which they admired 
for their largenefs and furniture.. The walls were 
covered with cotton hangings, interwoven with 
the fur^s of rabbits, and the innermoft rooms were 
adorned with a very beautiful kind of tapeftry, 
compofectpf feathers. . The floors were covered 
with mats, and the roofs were of cyprefs, cedar, 
and other kinds of odoriferous woods, adorned 
with foliages and relievos, and though the ufe 
of nails was unknown, to the Mexicans, the 
cielings were fo contrived, that the planks fup- 
ported each other. In thefe fpaaous rooms 
were officers who guarded the entrance, and at 
the door of the antichamber, were the nobility 
and magiftrates, who received Cortes with much 
civility, but detained him till they had taken off 
(heirfandals, and rich mantles, and put on others 
'that made a lefe fplendid appearance, for they 
thought it prefumptuous to appear in their richeft 
apparel before the emperor. Montezuma, who was 
Handing with all his enfigns of royalty about him, 
advanced fome fteps to meet Cortes, who com- 
ing 
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ing forwards with a low bow, the Emperor laid 
his hands upon his moulders, gave the reft of the 
Spaniards a fmile, and then fearing himfelf, de- 
iired them to fit, and entered into conversation 
with great freedom ; aiked feveral queAions, re- 
lating to the manners and politics of the eaftera 
countries, and made very judicious remarks upon 
the anfwers of Cortes. He then mentioned, how 
much the Mexicans were obliged to the defceiv 
dants of their firft king, and teemed to rejoice 
in having the prophecy fulfilled in his reign. 
Cortes turned the difcourfe upon religion, and 
particularly exclaimed againft human facrifices 
with fuch warmth, that Montezuma from that 
day banifhed dimes of human flefh from his 
table, though he maintained, that there was no 
cruelty in offering to the gods the prifoners of 
war, who were already condemned to death. 

Some days after this interview, Montezuma, 
who was fHll very fond of his own religion, con* 
ducted Cortes and fome of his principal officers, 
with father Bartholomew, to the chief temple, 
in order to let them fee its magnificence; but 
before they were admitted, he cautioned them 
to behave with decency. The gates of this fpa- 
cious edifice being opened, he himfelf explained 
the particulars ofthek worfhip with fuch folem- 
nity, as excited the laughter of the Spaniards, 
whole rudenefs upon this occafion is not excufe- 
able. Cortes being here tranfported by a ridi- • 
culous and unreafonable zeal, cried to Monte- 
zuma, '* Allow me, Sir, to fix the Crofs of 
*' Chrift, before thefe images of the devil, and 
€€ you will fee whether they deferve adoration 
" or contempt." Both Montezuma and the 

Vol. II. Q priefts. 
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pfiefts were enraged at this propofal ; the former 
defired them to withdraw, and following them to 
the threfhold, added, " You may return to your 
•' houfe, my friends, but I mall afk pardon of 
" my godsi for having fuffered you to proceed 
" fo far:" Yet notwithstanding his zeal for his 
religion, he was fo far from thinking of tyran- 
nizing over the conferences of the Spaniards, 
that he ordered workmen to be fent to aflift 
them in fitting up a chapel, in which both he 
and his chiefs were frequently pfefent when mafs 
was performed. 

• It may here be proper to give a more particu- 
lar defcription of the city of Mexico, which was 
divided into two parts, one; where the meanef 
fort redded was called Tlatelulco, while the 
other, appropriated to the court and the nobility * 
had the name of Mexico, which from thence 1 
was given to the whole city, that contained 
60,000 families. This capital flood in a fpaci- 
ous- plain, encompaffed by high rocks and 
mountains* from which many rivulets falling 
down into the valley formed Teveral lakes, among 
which there were two that extended about 30 
leagues in circumference, and were furrounded 
by fifty towns* * Thefe- lakes had a communica- • 
tk>n with each other through openings left in a 
' itone wall, by which they were divided, and 
over thele openings were wooden bridges, with, 
fluices on each fide, by which the lower lake 
was fupplied from the other* The water of the 
uppermoft was frelh, while that of the lake was 
fait, which folely proceeded from the nature of 
the foil. The city of Mexico flood in the mid • 
die of the fait lake, in 19 . 13*. north latitude, 
yet it enjoyed- a mild and healthy climate. It 
; • ' \ * Was 
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was joined to the main land by three noble caufe- 
ways. The ftreets were ftraight and large, and 
had a great number of canals for the convenience 
of water-carriage, in barks and canoes of dif- 
ferent iizes; above 50,000 of which belonged' 
to the city. All the public edifices and houfes 
of the nobility were built of Hone, and though 
the dwellings of the common people were 
meaner and more irregular, they, as well as the 
others, were laid out in fuch a manner, as tj> 
form feveral courts, in which their merchan- 
dize was expofed to fale. In the fquare of Tla- 
telulco, fairs were kept on certain days of the 
year, and though if was one of the large ft 
fquares in the world, it was on fuch occafions 
entirely filled with tents, covered with coarfe 
cotton cloth, that afforded ihelter both from 
the fun and rain. They here fold by barter, 
jeweis, gold chains, _jpricus ujenfilsi made of 
filver, paintings, beautiful landikips made by 
acurious arrangement of feathers, different forts 
of cloth, drinking cups of a kind of porcelain, 
fruit, fifh, and all kinds of provifions ; either 
maize or cocoas ferved as money for things of 
imall value. Here a houfe was appointed for 
the judges of commerce, who decided all the 
dilputes that arofe among the merchants, and 
«ve?n employed inferior officers to maintain juf- 
tice and good order in the fair. 

Tfeeir temples, as has been already obferved, 
were fpacious and magnificent, particularly 
that .dedicated to Vitzliputzli, their god of war* 
their jfopreme deity. A wall of hewn ftone, 
on which were cut wreaths of ferpents, furround- 
e£ a large fquare, and though the houfes of the 
G 2 priefti 



104 The Conquest of M E X I C O, 
priefts and their fervants were erected round the 
infide of this wall, there was left room fuffi- 
cient for 10,000 perfons to dance upon their 
folcmn fcftivals. On each fide of the wall was 
a gate, over which ftood four ftatues of ftone, 
repre fen ring fome inferior deities, to whom the 
people paid reverence as they entered. At a 
fmall diftance from the principal gate was a 
place of worftiip flat on the top, the four fides 
of which were encompaued by trunks of trees 
with holes bored in them at equal diftances, 
through which palled feveral bars run through 
tne heads of men who had been facrificed. In 
the centre of the fquare ftood a lofty ftone 
tower, with a ftair-cafe that confided of iao 
fkeps, by which the people afcended to the top, 
where was a flat pavement 40 feet fquare, beau- 
tifully paved with jafper*, and.furrounded with 
a balluftrade of a terpentine form. At the top 
of the ftairs ftood two marble ftatues well exe- 
cuted, fupporting two large candlefticks of an 
extraordinary make. A little farther was a 
green ftone raifed about three feet from the 
palement, on which the priefts extended the 
miferable victim, while they opened his bread 
and plucked out his heart. Beyond this ftone 
ftood a chapel of excellent workmanfhip, which 
fronted the ftair-cafe, and here the idol was 
placed upon an high altar, furrounded with cur- 
tains. The idol was in the form of a man 
fitting in a chair, fuftained by a blue globe, 
furnilhed with four rods, which projected from, 
the fides, each terminating in a ferpent's head. 
By thefe rods, the idol was carried by {he priefts 
on their fhoulders when it was expofed to the pub- 
lic 
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lie view ; on the head of the god was a hel- 
met compo fed of plumes, in the form of a bird, 
with a bill and creil of burnifhed gold. The 
countenance of this deity was horrible, his fore- 
head and nofe being fwathed with blue bands ; 
in his right hand he held a curling ferpent, and 
in the others four arrows and a flueld, with 
Jive white plumes placed in the form of a crofs. 
On the left hand was another of the fame 
iize and form, for the idol Tlalock, the fup- 
poied brother of that already defcribed, and 
equally revered by the Mexicans. The orna- 
ments of thefe chapels were of ineftimable va- 
lue. The city of Mexico had eight temples 
built nearly in the fame manner : but thofe of 
a fmaller iize, dedicated to different idols, a- 
mounted to 2000. 

Montezuma had, 'betides the palace in which 
he kept his court, fev(*ral magnificent pleafure- 
houfes, one of which was a noble building, 
fopported by pillars of jafper. In this edifice 
be had an aviary of thofe birds that are moil 
remarkable on account of their finging or fea- 
thers, and thefe were fo numerous, that 300 
men were faid to be employed in attending 
them. At a fmall diftance was another very 
large edifice, where Montezuma's fowlers refided 
and took care of his birds of prey, among 
which were fome bred to the game, like our 
hawks ; and in the fame place were eagles of 
an extraordinary fize, and extremely voracious. 
In the fecond fquare of this laft building were 
kept the wild beafts, as lions, tigers, bears and 
Mexican bulls, which are remarkably fierce 
and ftrong, and over their dens was a large 
G 3 apart- 
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apartment, where buffoons and monfters were 
kept for the Emperor's diversion. 

In Montezuma's armories a great number of 
workmen were employed in making (hafts for 
arrows, grinding flints for the points, and in 
forming all kinds of ofFenfive and defenfive 
weapons. In another building the arms were 
depofited in great order; thefe confided of 
two-handed fwords edged with flint, darts, jave- 
lins, bows,- arrows, and quivers, head-pieces, 
breaft-plates, quilted jackets, and others made 
of impenetrable fkins to cover the whole body, 
which they carried rolled up on their left (houl- 
ders, and put them on when they were rea- 
dy to engage. AH thefe feveral houfes had 
fpacious and well cultivated gardens, in which 
were a great variety of flowers and medicinal 
herbs fet ^n fquares. They were alfo adorned 
with fountains and beautiful fummer-houfes. 

But the moft Angular of all Montezuma's edi- 
fices was his houfe of forrow, to which he re- 
tired in cafe of public calamity, or at the 
death of a favourite relation. It was well 
calculated for promoting gloomy reflections, 
for the walls, roofs, and ornaments were black, 
and no other light was admitted, but what 
proceeded from fome narrow openings in the 
walls, which were but juft fufficient to difcovcr 
the gloomy objects within. 

Montezuma had alfo feveral pleafant country 
retreats, and large forefts for the chace of wild 
beads, in which he greatly delighted. In 
thefe fpcjrts a number of perfons furrounded the 
game, and contracted the circle into a certain 
ipace, where h« beheld the combats of his 

huntfmen 
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nuntfmen with the wild beafts, in which the 
Mexicans were equally dextrous and daring. 

When an emperor was ele&ed, he was obliged 
to obtain fome victory over his enemies, before 
he was permitted to afcend the throne; bu* 
having thus proved himfelf qualified for the talk 
of reigning by his fuccefs f he returned in'tri~ 
uinph, ana having made his public entry with 
great ftate and folemnity, all the nobility, mic 
jiifters, and prieJflts, atten4ed him to the temple 
of the god of war, where he alighted from his 
chariot, and having offered the cuftojnarv facri- 
fice, was clothed by the electors in royal robes, 
who alfo put info his right hand a golden (word 
as an enfign of juftice, and in his left a bow and 
arrows, to fignify his power and coniniand in 
war. Then the Cacique of Tezeucp placed a 
}dnd pf golct mitre on nis heap!. This ceremony 
being performed, one of the moil eloquent of the 
magiftrates made a fpeech, in which he congra- 
tulated him on his new dignity ; expatiated on 
the cares and troubles that attend a throne, and 
jipon the duty pf a Sovereign. The chiff prieft 
then approaching, tendered him an oath, by 
yyhich he bound nimfelf to maintain the religion 
of his anceftors, and the laws and cuftpms of the 
empire, to treat, his-vafials with lenity, and ab- 
surdly promifed to procure feafonable rains, to 
prevent flerility, inundations, and the malig- 
nant influences of the fiin and planets. 

Montezuma had two forts of guar4s, the one 
q£ 200 nobles, wljo were obliged to attend eve- 
ry day at the palace, to guard his perfon. This 
attendance was divided between two bodies 
G 4 that 
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that were upon duty by turns, comprehending 
the lords of the whole empire, who were obliged 
to come to court from the moft diftant provinces. 
This wasafcheme which Montezuma himfeif had 
contrived for keeping the nobility in dependance, 
and rendering himfeif acquainted with their per- 
(oris, -capacities, and difpoiitions. His other 
guards were compofed of foldiers, who filled the 
courts of the palace, and were polled in bodies 
at the principal gates. 

Montezuma had two wives, who bore the title 
of queens, and were the daughters of tributary 
princes ; thefe were lodged in feparate apart- 
ments, and lured in equal fplendor. His concu- 
bines, however, who were iele&ed from the moft 
beautiful women throughout his dominions, ex- 
ceeded 3000, and thefe, when difmiffed, were 
married by perfons of the firft quality ; for they 
were generally rich, and thought to be highly 
honoured by their being admitted to the empe- 
ror's embraces. 

Though he often eat in public, it was always 
alone. His table was generally furnifhed with 
above 200 dimes of different meats, fome of 
which were well feafoned. Of thefe he chofe 
a certain number for his own ufe, and the reft 
were divided among the nobles and his guard. 
He fat on a little ftool at a large low table, the 
cloths and napkins of which were of fine cotton. 
His dining-room was divided in the middle by a 
rail, which kept both the crowd and his own 
domeftics at a diftance, without obflrufting the 
view, and within the rails he was attended by 
three or four old favourite fervants. The dime's 
were brought in by twenty women richly orna- 
mented, 
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mented, who ferved up the meat, and prefented 
him with the cup. The cloths and napkins, as 
well as all the dithes of fine earthen ware, on their 
being once ufed, were diftributed among the 
fervants. He fometimes drank out of cocoa, 
and other (hells, richly fet with jewels, and he 
alfo ufed gold cups and falvers. He drank fe- 
veral forts of liquor, one of which was a kind 
of beer made of maize ; he had other liquors 
richly perfumed, and others again mixed with 
the juice of falutiferous herbs. After his meals 
he took a kind of chocolate, and fmoaked to- 
bacco perfumed with liquid amber. Indeed the 
juicd of this herb was one of the ingredients 
v/ith which the priefts intoxicated themfelves 
whenever they were obliged to deliver an ora- 
cular anfwsr. There, were generally at the table 
three or four buffoons, who diverted the empe- 
ror with their ludicrous talents; and at proper 
intervals he was entertained with muiic, com- 
pofed of pipes and in ftru merits made of fea 
ihells, accompanied by voices, which formed 
an agreeable concert. The fubjett of thefe 
fongs was generally the memorable actions of 
•their |dngs, and the exploits of their anceftors. 
They had alfo merry fongs ufed in dancing, 
when the voice was accompanied with two Uttie 
drums made of hollow pieces of wood, of dif- 
ferent fizes and founds ; thefe were principally 
ufed in a dance called Mitates, pra&iiedat fefti- 
yals, in which the nobles and common people 
ufed fhouting and odd geuHculations, mingling 
together without diftinciion, and drank to each 
ether till they grew intoxicated. 1 

G 5 Upon 
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Upon other occailons the people affembled in 
the porches and iquares of the temples, and made 
matches for wreitiing, running races, and (hoot- 
ing at the mark. Here were alfo rope-dancers, 
who performed with furprizing dexterity, with- 
out the afliftance of poles, and alfo great num- 
bers of people playing at ball, near the ftatue 
of an idol, brought out by the priefts as the 
fuperintendants of that diverfion. In fhort, the 
people of Mexico were almoft daily diverted 
with fuch fpe&acles and amufements, as were 
contrived by Montezuma, to entertain them, and 
prevent their employing their thoughts to his 
prejudice. 

The great revenue which enabled Montezuma 
to fupport theexpcnce of his court, and to keep 
two large armies conftantly in the £eld, arofe 
from the contributions levied on the fubjeft, 
which amounted to one third of the annual pro- 
duce of that vaft empire; from the falt-works 
and Other taxes, eftabliflied from time immemo- 
rial, and from t)ie produce of the gold and filver 
mines. All the towns in the neighbourhood of 
Mexico provided men for the king's works, and 
fuel for the palace. The nobility were obliged 
to guard*the emperor's perfon, to ferve in his ar- 
mies with a certain number of vaffals, and to 
make him prefents, which though he received 
as gifts, they durft not negleft. He had differ- 
ent treafurers for all the different kinds of contri- 
butions, and the tribunal of the crown revenue, 
having iflued out what was neceflary for the ex- 
pence of the palaces and for war, converted the 
overplus into ingots of gold. Befides this tribu- 
nal, 
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ual, there was a council of juflice, which re- 
ceived appeals from inferior courts ; a council 
of ftate, and a council of war; judges of com- 
merce, and other officers. As they had no writ- 
ten laws, but were governed by thecuftoms and 
institutions of their anceftors, their trials were 
Nummary and verbal ; murder, theft, adultery, 
and any Higbt difrefpect towards the emperor, 
were punned with death ; but jail other crimes 
jvers eafily pardoned, 

New-ljqro infants were taken with great fo- 
lemnity to the temple, where the priefls gave 
them tome admonitions relating to the troubles 
to which jtfcey were born. When the child 
was the fon of one of the nobles, they put a 
(word into his right hand, and upon his left 
arm a fhield, kept in the temple for that pur- 
pofe. If he was of plebeian extraction, they 
put mechanical inftruments into his hands, 
D4i t the females .of boxh ranks were prefented 
with the fpindle and diJ^afF. After this cere- 
mony was performed, the infant was jaken to 
the altar, and his privities pricked with a thorn, 
ox cut with a lancet of flint, fp as to draw a 
few drops of blood, which was no fooner done, 
than they were fprinkled with water. The 
children of the plebeians were inftructed in 
public fchools, and thofe of the nobility in 
well endowed colleges, where they paJTed 
through three fucceffive clafTes ; in the firft of 
which they were taught to read the characters 
and hieroglyphics, and to repeat the hiftorical 
fongs : In the fecond, they were inn>u&ed ia 
the rules of civility, modefly, and a polite beha- 
viour : 
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viour: And in the third they were inured to 
robuft exercifes, as wreftling, managing their 
arms; the hardfhips of fuffering hunger and 
thirft, and the inclemencies of the weather. 
Having acquired thefe qualifications, the young 
noblemen who were designed for war were 
fent as volunteers to the army, in order to ac- 
cuftom them to dangers .and hardihips, where 
they were often placed among the baggage men, 
and their moulders loaded with provifions, to 
mortify their vanity, and inure their bodies to 
fatigue. After which they were obliged to give, 
ibme proofs of valour, before they could be en- 
rolled as foldiers. 

Their marriage ceremony was very iimple, 
for the contract being fettled, the parties ap- 
peared in the temple, when the prieft ha\*ing 
examined them with refpecl to their mutual 
paffion, he tied a tip of the woman's veil to 
the corner of the bridegroom's garment, and ac- 
companied them, joined in this manner, to 
their habitation, where they went feveri time^ 
round the fire, and then fitting down to receive * 
an equal mare of the heat, the marriage was 
compleatcd. The hulband then requeued the 
bride's portion ; but was afterwards obliged to 
reftore it, in cafe of feparation, which was of- 
ten effected by mutual coiifent. In that cafe 
the boys remained with the father, and the girls 
went with the mother, and the marriage being 
thus difToived, the parties were forbid to join 
again on pain of death. 

The Mexicans believed the immortality of 
the foul, and that it was rewarded or punifhed 
ia a future ftate, but buried gold and nfver with 

the 
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the deceafed to defray the expence of their 
journey, which they imagined to be long and 
troublefome. Some fervants were even flain to 
bear them company, and the wives frequently 
killed themfelves, in order to accompany their 
hulbands : And when the emperor died, all his 
houfhold officers and favourites were obliged to 
follow him to the other world. 

The Mexican year, as well as ours, coniiffced 
of 365 days, but was divided into eighteen 
months of twenty days each, and at the end 
cf the year, five days, appropriated to pleafure 
. and a ceffation from bufinels, were added to 
make it anfwer the courfe of the fun ; they had 
alfo a kind of weeks of thirteen days, to which 
different names were given, and a much longer 
period, filled ages, which confifted of four weeks 
of years. This large period was reprefented in 
a very fingular manner. In the centre of a 
circle, divided into fifty-two degrees, allowing . 
a year for each, they painted the fun, from 
whofe rays proceeded four lines of different 
colours, which equally divided the circumfer- 
ence, leaving thirteen degrees to each quarter, 
and here the fun had his profperous or adverfe 
afpects, according to the colour of the line. In 
a larger circle, which inclofed the other, they 
marked with their characters the chief occur- 
rences of the age, and thefe fecular annals were 
confidered as public iniiruments that ferved for 
proofs of hiitorical fads. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Cortes receives a very alarming Letter from Vera 
Cruz, in Confequence of which he makes Monte- 
xuma his Prijbner, andfome time after loads him 
with Fetters, The Spaniards build two Ships 
upon the Lake. A Confbiracy formed againft 
them ; but difcovered by Montezuma, and the 
principal ConduSor puhijhed, Montezuma de? 
dares Charles V. King of Spain, his Succeffor ; 
and offers to become tributary to that Prince, to 
which he gains the Conjent of the States, and 
confirms it by great Prefents. After which he 
infifts upon Cortes* s leaving Mexico, who is 
informed of the Arrival of a Fleet fent againft 
him by Felafjuez. 

X HE Mexicans feeined to vie witl> eacl* 
other, in expreffing their regard for the Spani- 
ards. They were daily entertained^ with fome 
new diverlion, at which Montezuma appeared 
in peWbn, a condefceniion that infpired the 
people with a higher reverence and efteem for 
the(e ftrangers. He appeared particularly fond 
of Cortes, fpending great part of his time with 
him, and contracted an acquaintance, with his 
captain, to whom he frequently made prefents, 
in which he diilinguiihed' the merit of each with 
great difcernment. Thus the Spaniards enjoyed 
an agreeable repofe ; but were at length alarmed 
by a letter from V e ra Crim, brought by two 
Tlafcalan foldiers, who had difguifed them- 

felves 
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felves fo as to appear like Mexicans, and had 
entered the city unperceived. 

This letter informed Cortes, that fome of the 
Indians in alliance with the Spaniards complain- 
ed to Juan de Efcalante, that Qualpopoca, one of 
Montezuma's generals, had affembled a great 
body of forces upon the frontiers of Zetnpoalla, 
where they levied contributions with great cru- 
elty. Upon which Efcalante fent to defire the 
Mexican general to fufpend hofHlities till further 
orders fho^ld come from Mexico, where the 
Spaniards, the allies of thofe people, were en- 
tertained by Montezuma with great hofpitality. 
But Qualpopoca fending a very infblent anfwer, 
Efcalante was fo provoked, that he marched 
againft him at the head of forty Spaniards, and 
2cco Indians, an£ coming to an engagement, 
he put the Mexicans to flight, and. notwithstand- 
ing his being ahnoft intirely abandoned by his 
Indian allies, purfued them to the next town, 
where he attacked them with fuch refolution, 
that he entirely routed and diflodged them. 
This victory however coft the Spaniards very 
dear, for Juan de Efcalante was mortally wound- 
ed, fix of the foldiers alfo received feveral 
wounds, and Juan de Argujllo, a man of extra- 
ordinary Mature, was carried off alive. In this 
letter the council of Vera Cruz defired Cortes to 
appoint them a new governor, and to give di- 
rections relating to their affairs. 

Cortes being greatly concerned at the lofs of 
Juan de Efcalante, he communicated the letter 
to his captains; defiring that each of them 
would giv« his opinion freely at their next 
meeting and the fallowing morning fent for 

fome 
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fome of the moft feniible Indians in his army, 
when having afked them, if they had lately 
perceived any change in the behaviour or djl- 
courie of the Mexicans, they informed him, that 
the nobles appeared penfive and myfterious ; 
that they had heard fome of the people talk of 
breaking down the caufeway, and that there 
was a report that a Spaniard's head had been 
prefented to Montezuma, who viewed it with 
aftonifhment on account of its largenefs, and 
the iiercenefs of its afpect, and immediately or- 
dered it to be concealed. 

From thefe circumftances, and particularly that 
of the head, which Cortes fuppofed belonged to 
Arguillo, he immediately concluded that the 
Mexicans were refolved on his deftruftion, anoj 
that Montezuma himfelf had concerted the ruin 
of the Spaniards ; he therefore immediately af- 
fembled hjs council, compofed of the captains 
and fome favourite foldiers, and having told 
them the hints he hadreceived from the Indians, 
aiked their advice. Some propofed, that they 
fhould retire privately in the night : others that 
they fhould obtain a pafTport from Montezujaa f 
and then retire publicly, and march to the 
relief of Vera Cruz ; but the greateft part 
were of opinion, that they fhould continue a£ 
Mexico without feeming to know what had 
paired at Vera Cruz, till they could find a 
proper opportunity for retreating with fafcty. 
However, none of thefe fchemes were approved 
by Cortes, who reprefented, that the proje& of 
retreating by ftealth, was equally dangerous and 
• difgraceful, fmce it would lower them in the 
efleem of their allies, who might defert them 

as 
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as daftardly fugitives, and perhaps recommend 
themfelves to Montezuma's favour, by joining 
his forces in order to cut off their retreat, ^ie 
obferved that nothing could fink them lower in. 
the opinion of the Mexicans than their demand- 
ing apaffport, to retire from a city, which they 
had entered in fpite of all oppofition ; and that 
if the emperor really fought their deftruction, 
he would grant them a fafe conduct with a view 
of depriving them of all apprehensions, and 
attacking them when it was leaft expected ; and 
as to their flaying at Mexico, he thought that 
would be highly imprudent without taking 
Tome refolute ftep for their fafety. He there- 
fore propofed their feizing Montezuma, convey* 
ing him to their own quarters, and detaining 
him there as an hoftage for the Sincerity of his 
people. Such a bold action, he alledged, would 
nil the Mexicans with con (tern ation, and fo raife 
the character of the Spaniards, that they would 
never dream of combining againil him for the 
future, especially when they were fenfible that 
he had discovered the tran factions at Vera Cruz, 
which they would imagine had been communi- 
cated by fome fupernatural intelligence. This 
daring propofal he fupported with all his elo- 
quence, and with fuch fuccefs, that it was una- 
nimoufly applauded. 

Cortes having chofen the hour, when the Spa- 
niards were accuftomed to wait upon Montezuma, 
for the execution of this old project, ordered 
his people to arm themfelves in their quarters, 
privately to faddle their horfes, and to wait 
without noife for farther inductions. He then 
occupied all the avenues to the palace with 

fmall 
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fmall fcattered detachments, and directing thirty 
choice men tQ follow him at a diilance, went 
thkher attended by four of his captains, who, 
as they ufually carried their arms' with them, 
their doing k> now occafioned no fufpicions, 
Montezuma, according to cuftom, came out of 
his apartment to receive the vifit, and his fervants 
retired, as ufual, to another part of the palace^ 
when Cortes with an air of refentment, com- 
plained of the Mexican general, for attacking 
his confederates in violation of a peace under 
which they thought themfelves fecure ; for mur- 
dering a Spaniard in cold blood, and endeavour- 
ing to vindicate h;s perfidious conduct, by de 7 
claring that he aded in obedience to his majefty's 
commands. 

On hearing this charge, Montezuma changed 
colour, but denied it with marks of confuiion ; 
when Cortes, pretending to believe him inno- 
cent, replied, that after fueh a declaration made 
by his general, neither the Spaniards nor his own 
fubje&s would be undeceived, unlefs he took 
fbme extraordinary ftep to efface the impreffion 
made by fuch a calumny. That he was there-* 
fore come to beg, he would without any difturbr 
ance repair with him to the Spanifh quarters* 
where he fhould be treated with all the reve-r 
rence and refpect due to his majeftv, till his 
character fhould be vindicated to the fatisfa&ion 
of all mankind, Montezuma, amazed, and in - 
cgfl fed at the boldnefs of this requeft, replied, 
that princes of his rank were not accuftomea ' 
to go tamely %o prifon, nor would his fubjefts 
permif his fo far forgetting his duty, a* to 
ftoop to fo bafe a compliance^ Notwithstanding 

Cortes 
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Cortes made ufe of other arguments, he ftill 
refufed to leave his palace, but being fenfible 
of his danger, offered to fend immediately for 
Qualpopoca* and to deliver him with all his of- 
ficers into Cortes's hands, and in the mean time 
to give him two of his own fons as hoftages 
for the performance of his promife. * Cortes-, 
however, was not fatisfied, with thefe expedients, 
and his Captains apprehending that the delay 
might be dangerous, began to grow clamorous ; 
and, among otners, Juan Velafques de Leon 
called aloud, fince he will not hear reafon, let 
us feize him by force, or kill him on the fpot. 
The emperor, hearing this uttered in an angry 
tone, defired to know what he faid, when Ma- 
rina, to whom he addfefled himfelf, earneftly 
exhorted him, as his own vaflal and fubjecl:, to 
comply without hesitation, in order to preferve 
his life ; which had fuch an effeft, that he in- 
ftantly rofe from his feat, and faid to Cortes, 
* € I truft myfelf into your hands, let us go to 
*' your quarters, for fo the gods have decreed." 
He then ordered hjs fervants to get ready his 
equipage, told his minifter that he had refblved 
to pafs fonie days in the Spanifh quarters, and 
ordered the captain of his guard to march with 
a body of troops and take Qualpopoca and 
his officers prifoners, that they might fuffer for 
having,invaded Zempoalla. 

Mdntezuma having given thefe directions, 
which Marina explained to Cortes and his offi- 
cers, he left the palace with his ufual attend- 
ants ; the Spaniards, on pretence of tefpeft, 
inarching clofe by his chariot, which, as ufual, 
was carried on the fhoulders of the nobles. 

However, 
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However, a report was inllantly fpread, that the 
Grangers had feized the emperor's perfon, when 
the llreets were fuddenly filled with crowds of 
people, who rent the air with their cries, threw 
themfelves on the ground, fhedding floods of tears 
for their unhappy prince, and a general infur- 
re&ion .would have certainly followed, had 
not Montezuma with a ferene countenance, 
commanded filence, and allured the populace 
that he was going of his own accord to fpend a 
few days with his friends the' Spaniards, On 
his reaching their quarters he ordered his guards 
to difperfe the populace, and his minifters to 
make it known, that the lead tumult or difturb- 
ance mould be punifhed with death. He then 
behaved in a very courteous manner to the Spa- 
nifti foldiers, who came out to receive him, and 
having chofen an apartment, at fome diftance 
from thofe in the pofieffion of the Spaniards, it 
was inftantly fumifhed for his reception. 

Cortes immediately doubled the guards, polled 
centinels at all the avenues, and, under the pre- 
tence of keeping his majefty from being crowd- 
ed, retrained the minifters and courtiers that 
waited upon Montezuma to a certain number. 
Mean while he preferred all the formalities of 
decorum, and treated the emperor with his 
ufual refpett, while that prince appeared chear- 
ful and in good humour, and feemed perfectly 
pleafed with his fituation. He ftill exercifed 
all the functions, of royalty, held councils, 
granted audiences, and, with the fame freedom 
as ufual, regulated both the civil and military 
government of his kingdom. His table was 
iupplied from the palace in a moil plentiful 

manner, 
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manner, in order that the Spaniards might 
feaft on the fuperfluity : and he conftantly lent 
fome delicates to Cortes and his captains, 
each of whom he could call by their names. 
While he occaiionally converfed with them, he 
fludied their tempers, and, without descending 
beneath the dignity of his character, feafoned 
his difcourfe with pleafantry. All the time in 
which he was not employed in bufinefs, he 
patted among them, and fometimes he played 
with Cortes at Toioloque, a game which confift- 
ed of tipping down fmall pins of gold with little 
balls of the fame metal ; and as they played for 
jewels and trinkets, the emperor distributed his 
winnings among the Spaniards, and Cortes 
fiiared his good fortune among Montezuma's in- 
ferior officers. 

While things were in this fituation the cap- 
tain of the guard returned with Qua'popoca, 
his fon, and fifteen of the -nobles, who had 
been concerned in the killing the Spaniard ; they 
had furrendered themfelves at the light of the 
royal fignet,. and now arrived about twenty 
days after the beginning of Montezuma's con- 
finement. Many great men went out to meet 
them, and their general was brought in upon 
men's fhoulders, when Qualapopoca appearing 
before the emperor, the latter upbraided him 
for having killed the Spaniard, and delivered 
him and the other officers into the hands of Cor- 
tes, to whom they confefled themfelves guilty of 
having violated the peace of their own accord, 
and of their having ordered Arguillo to be put 
to death i till finding that the Spanifh general 

refolved 
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refolvtfd to take away their lives, they laid the 
whole blame upon the emperor, whofe orders 
they had obeyed. Cortes, however, treated this 
as a malicious afperfion, brought them to a for- 
mal trial, in which the Spaniards were* both 
the judges and accufers, and cruelly fentenced 
them to be burned alive. 

To deter Montezuma from endeavouring ta 
prevent the execution of this fentence, ther 
general refolved on taking another furprizing 
ftep. He went into that prince's prefence, ac- 
companied by Marina, and three or four cap- 
tains, with a common foldier carrying fetters, 
and having faluted the emperor with his ofual 
refpccl, aflumed a peremptory look, and in a 
loud voice told him, that Qualpopoca and his 
officers had acknowledged the crimes for which 
they were condemned to death ; but as they pre- 
tended they had done nothing without his orders, 
if was ncceffary that he fhould fufFer fome per* 
fonal mortification. He then, with an air of 
authority, commanded the foldier to {hackle 
Montezuma, and then leaving him, gave orders 
to the guards to prevent his having any commu- 
nication with his minifters. 

Montezuma's aftonifh men t at being treated in 
this ignominious manner, was fo great, that he 
had neither power to refift, nor fpeech to com- 
plain, while his fervants, without uttering a 
word, threw themfelves at his feet, and, with 
figns of the deepefl affliction, fupported the 
weight of his fetters, to prevent their hurting 
his legs. However, when he firft recovered from 
his amazement, he flew into a tranfport of 

rage ^ 
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t-age ; but foon recovering himfelf, colle&ed his 
( fortitude, and believing his life in danger, wait* 
ed his fate with dignity and resignation. 

In the mean time Cortes ordered the Mexican 
general, with his fon and the reft of the officers, 
to be conducted under a ftrong guard of Spa- 
\ niards to a large fquare, where in the prefence 
\of an innumerable concourfe of people* their 
l hands and feet were bound, after which. they 
f were placed on a large pile of broken bows 
and arrows^ and fire being fet to it, they were 
•foon burned, to the amazement of all the fpec- 
f tators, who, without making the leaft difturb- 
ance, were ftruck with awe and admiration. 
I Cortes then returned to Montezuma's apartment, 
' arid telling him with a fmile> that the traitors 
who had prefumed to blemifh his majefty's cha- 
racter, had now received their juft punifhment, 
he Hooped dowh> and with his own hands took 
off the fetters* The emperor received his liberty 
with a tumultuous joy* embraced Cortes feveral 
times, and fitting both of them down together, 
entered into amicable converfation, during which 
the Spaniih General let him know, that as the 
caufe of his detention was now removed, he 
might return to his palace whenever he pleaf- 
* ed. This was however no more than a poli- 
tical offer, which he knew he would not em- 
brace : for Marina had been ordered to infufe 
into him a firm belief, that if he quitted the 
Spaniih quarters before Cortes's departure, he 
would fuiFer greatly in his reputation, as foon 
as it fhould be known that he received his li- 
berty from the hand of another. He therefore 
declined the offer, and made a merit of his flay* 
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by faying, that on his return to his palace, his 
nobility and ministers would prefs him to take 
up arms, in order to obtain fatisfa&ion for the 
injury he had undergone, and therefore, out 
of regard to the Spaniards he would remain I 
where he was. I 

From this time the emperor feemed perfectly \ 
fatisfied with his fituation, and at length had f 
fuch confidence in Cortes, that he reprefented 
tQ him the expediency of allowing him to vifit 
fome of his temples, that his fubje&s might no 
longer look upon him as a prifoner, which ' 
Cortes readily granted, upon condition that hu- 
man facrifices mould be abolifhed. His firil 
excurfion was to the principal temple, which 
he entered with his ufual pomp and attendance, 
and his appearance was celebrated with the 
joyful acclamations of the people, among whom 
he diftributed his bounty with uncommon li- 
berality. From this time he went abroad as 
often as he pleafed, fometimes to the palace of 
his wives, and at others to his pleafure-houfes, 
where he enjoyed his former amufement, but 
never without mentioning it to Cortes, who ge- 
nerally attended him in his parties of diversion, 
and feemed fo Iwighly to engrofs his favour, 
that the nobles, who had any petition to offer 
to the emperor, conftantly follicited the gene- 
ral's intereft, which always proved fuccefsfuL 
Burt notwithstanding this feeming tranquillity, 
the brokenexpreflions overheard by the Tlafca- 
lans, about breaking the caufeways, and remov- 
ing the bridges, had made fuch a deep impreffion 
upon Cortes's mind, that he refolved to make 

himfelf 
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Jumfelf matter of the lake, by building two 
brigaatines upon it. 

Filled with this idea, hexaifed Montezuma's 
curiofity, by defcribing the manner of failing 
with the wind* which was entirely unknown 
to the Mexicans, and obtained, his permiffion to 
build two vefTels for his majefty's amufement, 
and the inftrucHion of his fubje&s. He then or- 
dered the nails, cordage, canvas, and other 
tackle, belonging to the Spaniih mips that had 
been funk, to be brought from Vera Cruz, and 
fome builder 4 , who had enlifted as ibldiers, were 
immediately fet at work, with many of the 
Mexican carpenters, who followed their directi- 
ons, fo that in a fhort time the brigantines were 
com pleated, and Montezuma refolved to embark 
with the Spaniards, in order to have a nearer 
view of this ilrange kind of navigation. Great 
preparations were made for this uncommon 
fpe&acte ; a prodigious number of canoes, ber 
longing to the emperor and others, were finely 
decorated, and manned with the moft expert 
rowers. • The Mexicans firmly believed that 
their boats would exceed the brigantines iny 
fwiftnefs : However a breeze no fooner fprung 
np, than thefe veffels unfurled their fails, and 
foon left the canoes at a great diftance, to the 
great amazement of the Indians, who could 
form no idea of the European manner of fleer- 
ing and working fuch floating-houfes, and they 
exprefsly declared, that by means of thefe won- 
derful machines, they believed the Spaniards 
could perfectly command the elements of wind 
and water. The aftoniihment of Montezuma was 
mingled with joy, and he beheld the victory 

Vol. II. H with 
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with the highcft delight, though it was obtained 
over his own fubjefls. 

The emperor now became daily more at- 
tached to Cortes, while the latter laid hold of 
this opportunity to defire his affiftance in ac- 
comphlhing various things he had in view : 
the firft of which was the knowledge of the gold 
mines, their fit uation, how they were wrought, 
and what quantity of that precious metal was 
brought from them. Montezuma gave him very 
clear and diftin& anfwers to all thofe enquiries, 
and, for his further iatisfodion, allowed fuch of 
his people as he could truft, to go to the mines* 
both within and without his dominions. Cortes 
being alfo defirous of having a map of the coaft 
of the Mexican empire, in order to be the better 
able to fix upon fame port, to which fupplies 
might be fent him, the emperor ordered hi$ 
painters to draw an exa& reprefentation of ail 
his territories, with all the bays, harbours, an4 
creeks upon the coaft* 

Some Spaniih hiftorians fay, that at this time 
when fuch real harmony ought to have pre- 
vailed between the Spaniards and the Indians, 
Cortes's foldiersrefolved todemolifhall the idols 
of Mexico, and to convert the principal temple 
into a church ; that the prieils took up arms, 
ahd the whole city; rofe in defence of their 
gods ; but after a long conteft, maintained 
without bloodflied, the Mexicans agreed, that a 
part of the temple fhould be converted into a 
Chriftian chapel, and this even the idolatrous 
priefts themfelvcs took gTeat pains to clear and 
adorn ; after which an altar was eredfced, with 
the crofs of Chrift, and the image of the Virgin 

Mary;. 
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Mary ; bat that at length the Mexicans want- 
ing rain, came in a tumultuous manner to 
Cortes, and complained that their gods had re r 
fufed to refreih the earth, on account of their 
having introduced ftrange deities into their tenir 
pies, w&eiu to appeafe this difofder, he promt- 
led, that they fhould have a plentiful (bower, 
which, it is pretended, actually, fell in a few 
hours, to the great admiration of Montezuma 
and his fubje&s. But it is very improbable that 
Cortes mould fuffcr. his foldiers to engage in fo 
ralh an enterprise, that could not fail of exas- 
perating the minds of the Indians, and indeed 
the whole ftory plainly appears to be only a fic- 
tion, designed to raife the character of Cortes, 
by having a miracle wrought in his favour. 

While the Spanim general continued to enjoy 
Montezuma's favour, a plot was formed, which 
neither the emperor nor Cortes could fbrefee. 
Cacumazin, the emperor's own nephew, who 
was Cacique of Tezeuco, being a young man of 
great vivacity, art, and ambition, under the pre- 
tence of delivering Montezuma, entertained de- 
signs of afcending the throne of Mexico, either 
by occasioning an immediate revolution, or by 
obtaining it by the favour of the people, at the 
next election. In order to which he privately 
reprefented to the nobles and people, the dii- 
grace of being under fubjecliori to a handful of 
Grangers, who dared to confine his uncle Monte- 
zuma; the audacious behaviour of Cortes, who 
had a&ed as a fupreme magiflrate in the midlt 
of Mexico, and had even by a mod ignominious 
execution put an Indian general to death ; that 
it was high time to ftand up for their religion, 
H 2 their 
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their liberty, their honour, and their king, 
before the Grangers had fuccours from their 
own country, from Tlafcala, and other parts ; 
and therefore propofed that they fhould take 
arms, and fuddenly attack the Spaniards in their 
quarters. But the Cacique of Mataleingo, who i 
was likewife Montezuma's nephew, and eafily pe- I 
netrated into Cacumazin's defigns, which inter- 
fered with his own pretenfion, oppofed the exe- 
cution of this fcheme, infifUng that ibme Heps 
ihould firft be taken, to fecure the emperor's 
perfon, which would be in the greateft danger 
from fuch an attack, and finding his expedient 
rejected by the afTembly, as impracticable, re- 
folved to inform Montezuma of the confpiracy, 
though he feemed to a& in concert with the 
council, who actually appointed the day in 
which the enterprize was to be executed . Mon- 
tezuma was no fooner informed of this plot, 
than he went to communicate the particulars to 
Cortes, who by means of his fpies was already * 
informed of the whole. He however returned 
the emperor thanks for his information, and 
begged to be allowed to march out with the 
Spaniards, to chaftife Cacumazin. Montezuma 
urged feveral good arguments againft this pro- 
pofal, denied the general to leave the punifh* 
ment of the offender to his care, and foon took 
fuch meafures, that his nephew was feized and 
brought prifoner to Mexico, where he was clofe- 
ly confined. At this very time Cacumazin had 
a brother in Mexico, who was a youth of great 
courage, whom Montezuma had taken into his 
protection ; but a few days before he had nar- 
rowly efcaped a fnare which Cacumazin, in 

confequence 
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confequence of fome domeftic jealoufies, had 
laid for Ms life. Upon this occafton Cortes 
dilluaded the emperor from patting a prince 
of the blood to death by a public execution; 
but advifed him to deprive Cacumazin of his 
rank and dominions, and to beftow them on 
his brother, who deferred that mark of indul- 
gence. Montezuma was greatly pleafed with this 
advice, which he inftantly communicated to his 
council, who applauded it as equally juft and 
merciful; and this manner of chamzing without 
bloodfhed, being admired by the whole em- 
pire, had fuch an effeft on the reft of the con- 
fpirators, that they difbanded their troops, 
and had recourfe to the clemency of the empe- 
ror, whofe pardon they obtained through the 
interceflion of Cortes. 

But though Montezuma appeared fo well fatis- 
fied with Cortes, he was far from being pleafed 
at the Spaniards flaying fo long in his capital, 
and feveral mortifying reflections rankled at his 
heart, and difturbed his repofe; for he could 
not compare his former fituation with what 
he had fuffered from the Spaniards, and his 
prefent dependent ffcate, without having very 
humbling thoughts. He here, however, proved 
himfelf fo great a politician, that he entirely 
concealed the difpofnion of his mind, and when 
he adually propofed to Cortes the.fchemehe had 
formed to get rid of him, he was fo far from 
conceiving it in that light, that he thought it 
the hieheft ad of favour he had ever conferred 
upon him. He took a proper opportunity to 
inform him, that he was now prepared to make 
a voluntary acknowledgment of. the vafTalage he 
H 3 owed / 
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owed to the king of Spain, as the fucceilbr or 
Quezalcoal ; that he would convoke a general 
aflembly of his nobles for that purpofe, and, 
as a mark of that vafTalage, would prefent the 
moft valuable jewels of his treafury to the Spa- 
nifti monarch, and did not doubt but all his 
Caciques would follow his example. Ccrtes 
returned him thanks for his liberality, without 
appearing furprifed at his propofal, and in- 
wardly rejoiced at the profpeft of being able to 
give his fovereign fuch an important earneft 
of the wealth he might one day reap from this 
acquifition. 

Montezuma, agreeably to his promife, dis- 
patched couriers to convene all the Caciques of 
his empire, according to a cuflom prattifed on 
important occaficns. They came with equal 
fplendor and expedition, and the council was 
affembled in the king's apartment, in the pre,, 
fence of Cortes and his captains. The emperor a 
began with a fludied fpeech, in which he re- * 
minded them of the obligations they were under 
to him as their fovereign and benefactor, and 
having affured them, that he had both confut- 
ed and. obtained the approbation of the gods, 
with refpeft to the cauie of their meeting, re- 
peated the ftory and prophecy of Quezalcoal, 
declared that the king of Spain was the defcen- 
dant of that mighty prince, and confequently 
the lawful fovereign of the Mexican empire, to 
whom both he and they were bound to pay obe- 
dience, as a mark of which he had fele&ed for 
an offering to the king of Spain the moft preci- 
ous jewels of his treafury, and he did not doubt 
but they would follow his example, 

Montezuma 
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Montezuma was unable to pronounce this 
fpeech without interruption ; he iighed from time 
to time, and on his owing himfelf the vaflal of 
another prince, the tears trickled down his 
cheeks, and he was unable to proceed. Cortes 
then rifing, declared that it was not his fove- 
reign's intentions to difpoifefs Montezuma, or to 
occaiion the leaft innovation in his government, 
and that he only required them to fettle his 
right to the fucceffion in favour of his defend- 
ants, at which Montezuma refuming frefli cou- 
rage, finiflied his fpeech. The^vhole afTembly 
were amazed, and ftruck dumb at a propofal that 
appeared fo inconfiftent with the dignity and 
known character of the emperor, and confidering 
it as extorted by compulfioit, they groaned bitt- 
terly ; gave the ftrongeft marks of anxiety and 
perturbation of mind, and with an emphatic 
filence looked at each other. At length the 
i prime minifter, who was well acquainted with 
his prince's difpofition, took upon himfelf to 
anfwer, in the name of the whole afTembly, and 
allured Montezuma, that as all the nobles es- 
teemed him their natural lord and Sovereign, 
they would chearfully obey whatever he thought 
proper to propbfe, and follow his majefty's 
example to the utmoft of their power. The 
whole afTembly expreffed their aflent to this de- 
claration, when Cortes, by means of his interpre- 
ter made an artful fpeech, in which he return- 
ed thanks to Montezuma and all prefent, for this 
proof of their refpedt, which he accepted in the 
name of his king. It is probable that Monte- 
guma's fole intention in this tranfaclion, was to 

forward 
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forward the departure of his gueils, without the 
leaft defign of fulfilling the terms of this fub* 
miffion for the future. However, from that day, 
Charles V, was acknowledged, and believed by 
the people to be lawful fovercign of the Mexi- 
can empire, and their homage, according to the 
cuftom of the country, was authenticated by a 
public inftrument. 

The Emperor, having concluded this affair 
to his own fatisfa&ion, refolved immediately to 
recover that liberty and independence for which 
he had fo long fighed in fecret, and fpeedily 
delivered to Cortes the prefent he had provided, 
confifling of curiofities in gold, in the ihape of 
birds, fiihes, and four-footed beaits, and many 
precious itones, particularly a number of a fort 
efteemed by the Mexicans above all others, 
which in colour refembled emeralds, and many 
beautiful pictures, formed of variegated feathers. 
In fhort, the whole feemed the ranfom of a * 
great prince, who thought he could not pur- 
chafe his liberty at too high a price ; and the lir 
berality of the nobles was fuch as might be ex- 
pected from wealthy chiefs, who vied with 
each other in loyalty and oftentation. Cortes 
chofe a receiver and treafurer, who were direct- 
ed to take an exact account of what was receiv- 
ed, and in a few days, exclufive of jewels and 
pieces of curious workmanihip, they had amafied 
as much gold as when melted down amounted to 
6oo,©oo pefoes in bars, out of which treafure, 
one -fifth part was fet afide for the king, and a 
fifth of the remainder for Cortes, and to defray 
the expence of providing neceffaries for the ar- 
my, 
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iny; another part was allotted to reimburfe 
Diego Velafquez, and Cortes's friends in the 
ifland of Cuba ; and the remainder was divided 
amongft the officers and foldiers, including thofe 
that were at Vera Cruz. All who were in the 
fame pofts had equal (hares, but among the pri- 
vate men thofe were belt rewarded who had moil 
diflinguiflied themfelves. This however pro- 
duced loud complaints, which were foon iilenced 
by Cortes's fatisfying the malecontents frcm his 
own mare. 

Montezuma having thus acknowledged his 
fubje&ion to Spain, fent for Cortes, and with an 
air of greater dignity than ufual, told him, that 
as his bufinefs was now difpatched, he ought to 
think of departing, fince his flaying any longer 
would be attributed to finifter motives, nor could 
he longer afford him fupport, when he had not 
reafon on his fide. This intimation, and the 
manner in which it was delivered, were fo un- 
expected, that Cortes was fome time before he 
could recollect himfelf, fo as to make a proper 
reply. He now perceived the defign of convok- 
ing the aflembly, and fufpe&ed that Montezuma 
had privately aifembled fome forces in order to 
back this propofal, and therefore fent one of 
the Spaniards who was with him to order his 
foldiers to take to their arms, and in the mean 
while excufed his embarraffment at feeing his 
majefty more moved than ufual, alluring him 
that he was far from defigning to delay his 
departure, that he came on purpofe to defire his 
permiffion to build fome veflels to carry the 
Spaniards to their own country, as his majefty 

well 
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well knew they had loft their flaps, in which 
they had failed to that coaft. 

It is faid that the emperor had provided 
50,000 men to fupport his determination ; but it 
is certain that he was very defirous of avoiding a 
rupture with Cortes, and was even under fome 
apprehenfions withrefpe&to the ajjfwer he might 
receive ; but he no {boner heard this artful re- 
ply, than he embraced him with fingular marks 
of afFe&ion, and having now lpft his fears, told 
him with great complacency, that he did not in- 
tend to haften hi* departure before he was pro* 
vided for the voyage, and that, he fi&uld be 
fpeedily furnifhed with every thing he wanted 
He accordingly gave orders for aJTembling all 
the carpenters in the country to cut wood, and 
to work under the direction of the Spaniards. 
Cortes feemed in equal hajte to, be . gone, and 
difpatched his builders to Vera Cruz, in order to 
colled the remainder of the iron work, rigging, 
and fails of the veflels which had been tank, 
but at the fame time fent private directions to 
Martin Lopez his mafter-builder, to proceed flow- 
ly, and prolong the work as much as poffible, 
without incurring the fufpicipn of the Mexicans ; 
his real defign being to preferve his footing at 
Mexico till die return of his commiflaries from 
Spain ; for he expe&cd that they would bring 
with them both a fupply of troops, and directi- 
ons for his future conduct. 

He thus for the prefent quieted the minds of 
Montezuma and his fubje&s ; but a very few 
days produced an extraordinary alteration in' 
his affairs. The emperor received intelligence 

that 
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that eighteen (hips had appeared upon the coaft 
of PilleCa, and by the paintings for his majefty's 
information, thefe (hips feemed to be manned 
with Spaniards, a circumfbnce which naturally 
alarmed the whole empire, and revived the fui- 
picions that had been entertained of Cortes, to 
whom Montezuma immediately communicated 
this intelligence, letting him know, at the fame 
tune, that it muft now be unheceflary for him to 
proceed in building (hips, fmcehe might embark 
in thofe fent from his own country. Cortes ex- 
amined the paintings, and was convinced of their 
being Spanifh vefiels : but fuppofing that they 
were fent to him from Spain with a fupply of 
troops and ammunition, anfwered with great 
compofure, that he would immediately embark 
if they were going to return to any of the king 
of Spain's dominions, but that it would be im- 
prudent to defiit from building, till he fhould be 
informed of the particulars by a meflenger from 
Zempoalla, whom he every moment expected. 
But a few days after this converfation, Cortes re- 
ceived a letter from Gonzalo de Sandoval, by 
which he was informed that this fleet contained 
800 men, and was fent by Diego Velafquez to 
opppfe him and his defigns in Mexico. He re- 
ceived this mortifying account, while he was in 
converfation with Montezuma, and was obliged 
to make ufe of all his prudence and refolution to 
conceal the emotions he felt upon this occafion, 
from the obfervation of that prince. He howe- 
ver fucceeded in his endeavours, and retired in 
order to deliberate upon this unexpected event. 
But it is here neceiTary to mention the reception 

Cortes's 
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Cortcs's commiflaries found at the court of 
Spain, and the caufes that induced Velafquez 
to fit out fuch a fleet againfl him, which will be 
the fubjedt of the following chapter. 



CHAP. X. 

The proceedings of tbe commiffaries fent by Cortes 
to the court of Spain, and the rife of the fecoud 
expedition farmed by Diego Velafquez for the 
deftruSion of Cortes. The monks of St. Gero- 
nimo endeavour in vain to make Velafquez aba** 
don bis proje3. Tbe fleet fails under the com* 
mand of Pampbilio de Narvaez, arrives at 
Vera Cruse, but is oppofed by tbe governor* 
C ortes endeavours to come to terms of accom- 
modation *with tbe other army, but vjitbout 
fuccefs, and fets out upon bis march againjt 
Narvaez. 

XT has been already obferved that Cortes and 
the council of. Vera Cruz, fent Alonzo Her* 
nandez Portocarrero and Francifco de Montejo* 
with letters for the king of Spain, together with 
the firft tribute fent from New Spain. Thefe 
gentlemen, contrary to the orders they hadreceiv- 
ed, touched at the ifland of Cuba, in order that 
Francifco de Montejo might have the pleafure of 
viliting his family and relations who refided near 
the Havannah, and at fo great a diftance from 
Velafquez, that they flattered themfelves they 
ran no rifle, either from his vigilance or refent-, 

xnent, 
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ment. This ftep however brought them into 
great danger, for Diego Veiafquez fnppofmgthat 
Cortes would fend Tome of his (hips to St. Do- 
mingo, to follicit fuccours of the religious gover- 
nors, had placed fpies along the coaft, who in- 
forming him of what had happened at Montejo's 
houfe, he immediately difpatched two light vef- 
fels well manned, with orders to take the (hip, 
and every perfon on board ; and Montejo, in 
confequence of the firit notice he had received 
of this advice, had no (boner embarked, than 
he was obliged to fail through the gulph of Flo* 
rida, which was hitherto unattempted, as the 
only means of efcape. 

This (hip however had a very prosperous 
voyage ; bat arrived at Seville at a very unfor- 
tunate conjuncture t for the chaplain Benito Mar- 
tin, who had been fent by Velafquez to follicit 
the commiifion of king's lieutenant, had ob- 
tained his fait ; fent the commiffion to Cuba, 
and was then waiting at Seville for a ihip, in or- 
der to return thither himfelf. This man repre- 
sented Cortes as a pirate, who had clandeftinely 
failed with feverai vcflels which belonged to Ve- 
lafques, and in confequence of his complaint, 
the directors of trade, ordered the (hip and car- 
go to be feized ; but as a great favour permitted 
, the two captains, wita the pilot fent by Cortes, 
to apply to the king for redrefs. They accord- 
ingly let out for Barcelona, but there found that 
his majefty was at Corunna, where he was pre- 
paring to pafs over into Flanders, in order to 
accept of the Imperial crown « They therefore 
iet out for that city, and in their way vifited 
Martin Cortes, who with equal pleafure and fur- 

Vol. II. I prize, 
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prize, heard of the glory and fuccefs of his foff, 
whofe death he had long deplored, and per- 
fuaded him to accompany them to the emperor, 
in hopes that his character and grey hairs would 
give a fanction to their folicitations. They 
had the good fortune to overtake the court at 
.Tordefillas, juft as Cortes's prefents arrived with 
the Indians of the New Conqueft from Seville ; 
for thefe being upon the emperor's own ac* 
county they durit not detain them. His majefty 
.gave them a very gracious reception, and was 
extremely furprized at their account of this new 
difcovered empire/ and in feveral conferences 
with them enquired minutely into every partial* 
lar relating to the conqueft. While the Indians 
and the prefents that were before him, gave as 
it were fan&ion to all the wonderful things they 
related « But as he was then on his departure to 
Germany, he referred Cortes's letters and foli* 
citations to Cardinal Adrian, and the council, 
to which he had communicated the management 
of affairs during his abience, defiring that they 
would find out fome method of doing jnffcice to 
Velafquez's pretenfions, and at the fame time to 
encourage Cortes. But the prefident of this 
council being Velafquez's friend, represented 
Cortes as a rebel, upon whom they could have 
no dependance, They however did not think 
proper to give him an immediate caufe of dif- 
content, though they refolved not to tend him 
any part of the fupplies he had earneftly re- 
quelled ; and all -that the deputies could obtain 
was a fmall (hare of what they had brought 
for their own fubfiftence 5 after which they for 

two 
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two whole years attended the court without the 
leaft fuccefs* 

In the mean time Diego Velafquez received 
his commifllon of king's lieutenant, not only of 
Cuba, but of all the countries that fhould be dif- 
covered and conquered by his means, which, 
together with his being allured of the protection 
of the bifhop of Burgos, president of the Indies, 
enabled him to gratify his ambition and refent- 
ment; whence he refolded to punifh Cortes as a 
sebel and deferter, and to appropriate to him- 
iclf the honour of, conquering the Mexican em- 
pire. With theie views he expended the great- 
nil part of his fortune in equipping a fquadron, 
which confined of 8.00 Spaiiifh infantry, 80 
horfe, 1 2 pieces of cannon, and a large quantity 
of provifions, arms and ammunition. The 
command of this fquadron he bellowed upon 
Pamphilio de Narvaez, a man of diftin&ion and 
capacity ; but vain, haughty, and opinionated -, 
and to this perfon he gave the title of lib lieu- 
tenant, with private inftru&ions to apprehend 
Cortes, :and lend him over to Cuba in irons, 
together with his principal officers, in cafe they 
rrtofed to abandon his intcrefts. After which 
be was to take poflefiion, in the name of Velaf- 
quez, of all the countries that had been conquer- 
ed, as being within his jurifdiclion. 

While thefe preparations were making, the 
monks of St. Geronimo, who preiided over the 
royal audience at St. Domingo, and whofe juris- 
diction extended over the other illands, were 
informed of his defigns, and forefeeing the ill 
confequenccs that might attend them, fent Lucas 
Vafquez de Ay lion to perfuade Diego to defift 
I 2 from 
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from his enterprize, and in cafe his arguments 
failed, to command him, under great penalties, 
to defift from undertaking what might impede 
Cortes's meafures. 

This minifter arriving in the ifland of Cuba 
when the fleet was juit- ready to fail, ufed all 
his elocution and influence to divert Velafquez 
from his purpofe, and among other arguments, 
reprefented the mMchief that might be done to 
the intereil of Spajn, fhould the Indians be wit- 
nefs of a civil war among their conquerors, and 
exhorted him to leave his complaint to the exa- 
mination of the royal chamber, which would 
not fail of doing him juftice ; but Velafquez be- 
ing deaf to all his remonstrances, and elevated 
by the title he had acquired to the greateil de- 
gree of pride and iniolence, De Aylloacaufedhis 
orders and proteft to be notified by a fcrivener, 
and then diffcmbling his refentment, defired to 
be allowed to gratify his curiofity by accom-* 
panying the expedition. This requeit was iia- 
mediately granted, and De Ay lion embarked, in 
hopes of being able* to act' as mediator between 
Narvaez and Cortes, and thus prevent the ill 
confequences that might arife from Velafquez's 
refentment. With the fame view Andres de Du- 
tro, the fecretary of Velafquez, who had be- 
friended Cortes in the beginning of his fortune, 
engaged in the expedition, and. the fquadron 
failing with a favourable wind, foen came to an" 
anchor in the port of Ulua. 

Narvaez on his arrival on the coaft of Mexico, 
fent fome foldierson more for intelligence, who 
foon returned with two or three Spaniards, whom 
they found ftraggling about, and from thefe he 

.received 



by HERNANDO CORTES. 14* 

received an account of every thing that had hap- 
pened at Vera Cru2 and Mexico. Narvaez, upon 
receiving this intelligence, refolved to endeavour 
to obtain the foxtrefs of Vera Cruz by treaty, 
and therefor* font a clergyman, named Juan 
fiuis de Guevara, with three foldiers and a pub- 
lic notary to Gonzalo de Sandoval, in order to 
perfuade him to give up Vera Cruz, and to join 
the army with his garrifon. 

Gonzalo being informed by his centinels of 
their coming, was prepared for their reception $ 
but could fcarcely refrain himfelf within the 
bounds of moderation, when Guevara delivered 
his meffage, and let him know that Narvaez 
was come to fend Cortes in chains to Cuba ; he 
therefore anfwered with great warmth that he 
could not believe that Narvaez, whom he took 
to be a good fubjeft* tvould attempt to interrupt 
Cortes in a conqueft that would be of fuch ad- 
vantage to Spain ; but would rather join him 
with all his forces, in order to bring fuch a 
noble fcheme to perfe&ion. However if he was 
really refolved to offer violence to Cortes, he 
might be affured that the garrifon of Vera Cruz 
would make all the oppofition in their power. 
The prieft being very paflionate, was fo pro- 
voked at this unexpected repulfe, that he threat- 
ened Cortes, and all his adherents, whom he up- 
braided as felons and traitors, and then ordered 
the notary to do his office in publishing that all 
the Spaniards in Vera Cruz ihouldobey Narvaez 
on pain of death. 

- Sandoval attempted to perfuade this indi&reet 

«ccleiiaftic, that fuch violence was equally un- 

juft and indecent in a perfon of his profeffion ; 

I 3 but 
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but finding that all his arguments were V2111, he 
at length a/Turned a peremptory air, and told 
the notary, that mould he prefame to pubiifli 
any orders that did not come from the king, he 
would give directions for his being hanged im- 
mediately. He even canfed the prieft and his 
attendants to be apprehended, and lent to inform 
Cortes of the fteps he had taken. He then fum- 
moned his Indian allies toaflift him, in cafe he 
ihould be attacked ; put his fortrefs in the beft 
order pofiible, and, like an able and vigilant 
commander, made all the neceffary difpontions 
for fuftaining a fiege. 

Cortes was under die greateft anxiety on his 
being informed of thefe tranfa&ons, he being 
very fenfible of the dangerous fituation he was 
in, with refpeft to the Mexicans and to Narvaez, 
who were equally his enemies ; and yet in the 
prefence of Montezuma, he wore an air of tran- 
quillity, telling him, that tbofe who had newly 
arrived, were come with a fecond embody to 
fupport the •propefitions he had already made, 
and, according to the cuftom of his country, had 
brought an army along with them ; but that he 
would prevail upon them to return, and as his 
majefly's generofity had left nothing either fci* 
him or them to defire, he would go along with 
them, 

Cortes's ttneajinefs was however very far from 
rendering him inactive, he refolved, if pofiible, 
to bring about a reconciliation with Narvaez; 
but left that ihould not fucceed, prepared with 
the greateft diligence for war. He gave private 
inftru&ions to three or four of his foldiers, who 
were permitted to vifit the mines of Chinantla, 

to 
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*» perfuade the Caciques of tkat country, to levy 
raooo foidiers for his fervice, fox they were a 
warlike people, and had already privately of- 
fered him their friendihip. He at the fame time 
purchafed of them 300 lances, made of a very, 
cough wood, armed with points of tempered 
* copper, and distributed them among his foldiers, 
bayonets being not then invented, to preferve 
them from Narvaez's horfe, which gave him. 
great apprehenfions. 

While Cortes was taking thefe prudent fteps, 
Pedro de Solis arrived from Vera Cruz with the 
prifoners fent by Gonzalode Sandoval, who had 
been carried in chairs on the moulders of the In- 
dians. When Cortes, being informed o£ their 
coming, went out to receive them with a greater 
number of attendants than ordinary. He in- 
ftantly caufed their fetters to be taken off, em- 
braced them with great appearance of cordiality, 
and was particularly civil to father Guevara, tel- 
Mng him, that he would chaftife Gonzalo de San- 
doval, for his (hewing fo little regard to his per* 
ion and character. He then conducted him to 
his own apartment, complimented him with a 
place at his table, and more than once intimated 
chat he felt the greateft fatisfa&ion at the arrival 
^f Narvaez, with whom he had formerly lived 
in the moft intimate friendship. He took him 
to Montezuma, and made him a witnefs of the 
favours he received from that great emperor, and 
of the profound refpecr, with which he was treat- 
ed by the Mexican princes, and greatly allayed' 
the violence of his temper, by making him a pre-. 
fent of fome valuable jewels. His companions, 
alio had a mare in his bounty, and then without 
I 4 dropping 
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dropping the leaft hint of his being defirous of 
their employing their good offices with Narvaez 
towards an accommodation, he in four days after 
their Arrival fufrered them to return, when 
warmly engaged in his intereft. 

Cortes, after having difmiifed them in this 
courteous manner, allowed fome time for his wife 
and politic behaviour to produce the ddired ef- 
fect, and then fent friar Bartholomew de Qlxnedo 
with letters for Narvaez, de Ay lion, and the Se- 
cretary Andres de Puero, and at the fame time 
furniihed him with a flock of jewels, with orders 
to diihibute them according to his own fagacity 
and penetration. In his letter to Narvaez he 
welcomed him to the Mexican coaft, gave him 
an account of the conqueft ; defcribing the war- 
like genius of the Indians, with the power and 
grandeur of Montezuma ; expatiated on the ill 
cbnfequences that would infallibly attend a mik 
understanding among the Spaniards- ; reminded 
him of his duty to the king, and the friendship 
which had formerly fubfifted between them; 
defired to know his orders, which if they were 
from his majefty, be promised to obey, even 
though he was commanded to defift from the 
enterprise in which he had fo far fucceeded, and 
intimated the mi&hief that would be produced, 
with refpecl to the King's intereft, if he only 
intended tb profecute the unjuft reientment of 
Vekfquez, whom he had not only refolved to in* 
demnify for the expence of equipping the fhips 
witty which he had arrived, out alfo to give z, 
fha?e in the glory and advantage of his fuccefs, 
and concluded with telling Narvaez, that he 

did 
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did not ufe arguments for want of ftrength, and 
that he knew how to maintain his own rights. 
. Narvaez had fixed his quarters at Zempoalla, 
where he was received with great hofpitality by 
the &t Cacique, who at firfl imagined that he 
iwas come in order to afiift his friend Cortes ; but 
he was foon undeceived, for though Narvaez 
had no interpreters, his actions {poke but too 
plainly. He treated the Zempoallans in the moft 
£>ppreflive and imperious manner, feized the fur- 
niture and jewels which portes had left in his 
•own houfe, and his foldiers were foiFered to com- 
mit every ad of rapine and violence. 

Guevara,, on his return from Mexico,' waited 
upon hin>, expatiated on t£e magnificence of 
that city, the kind reception he had 'met with 
from Cortes, the aftoniftiing decree of trav&ttr 
he was in with Montezuma, and his great defire 
to live in friendship .with Narvaez^ when'thatlm- 
perious officer interrupting him, bid htm return 
£0 Cortes, by whofe artifices he had Bcea'cajoled, 
and then, with the moil mocking marks of Tuthe- 
hefs and difrefped, .thrufl him from his pfdeftce. 
But though the prieft was repulfed Jsy Narvaez, 
he and his companions made 3 great impreifion 
on the minds of the foldiers, to whom they ex- 
tolled Cortes in fuch a manner, as not only made 
them defire an accommodation with that gene- 
ral ; but infpired them with a diflike to their 
own commander. 

Olmedo foon followed Guevara, and delivered 
Cortes's letter to Narvaez ; but could fcarce pre- 
vail upon him to perufe the contents, which he 
however fuperikially fkimmed over, out of com- 
I 5 pliment 
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pliment to the function of the bearer. It was 
in vain that the friar made a very eloquent and 
pathetic fpcech, on the neceffity of their a&ing 
in concert, in order to promote the advantage 
of Spain, and the fatal effe&s that would attend 
their animoiity ; Narvaez replied with indecent 
heat, that the principal detign of his coming 
was to chailife Cortes as a rebellious fubjed; 
that he would inftantly fet a price upon his head, 
and proclaim all his adherents traitors, and that 
he had force fufficient to wreft theconqueft from 
his hands, without having the leaf! occafion to 
confult the accomplices and abettors of his re- 
bellion. The friar, however, ftill preferved his 
temper, and let him know that, before he ar- 
rived at Mexico, he would be obliged to fight 
his way through intire provinces of warlike In- 
dians, who were the friends and confederates 
of Cortes. That his Spaniards were refolved to 
die by his fide, and that his caufe would be fup- 
ported by Montezuma, a prince who had fuch 
power, that for every fingle foldier Narvaez had 
under his command, he was able to raife a nu- 
merous army. 

Olmedo having taken his leave, vifited de Ayl- 
lon , and the fecretary Andres de Duero, who prc- 
mifed to exert all<hcir power and influence in 
producing an accommodation. He then ming- 
led with the captains and foldiers of his ac- 
quaintance, explained the nature of his embafly, 
reprefented the neceffity of reconciling the two 
commanders, dillributed the jewels and other 
curiofities he brought with him with great judg- 
ment, and in fhort would fbon have formed a 

ilrong 
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ftrong party in favour of Cortes, had not Nar- 
vacz, who had been informed of his proceed- 
ings, ordered him to be brought before him, 
reviled him as being a mutinous and feditious 
traitor, and obliged him to depart immediately 
from Zempoalla. 

The licentiate Lucas V afquez de Ayllon at this 
rnftant entered the room, and propofed that be- 
fore de Olmedo was difmifled, the officers mould 
be aifembled, in order to deliberate upon a pro- 
per anfwer to be fent to Cortes. But this pro- 
pofal was rejeaed 4>y Narvaez wkh great in- 
dignation ; and, in order to prevent any farther 
difpute, he ordered war to be declared againft 
Cortes, as a rebel and traitor, affigned aconfi- 
derable reward to any who mould take him dead 
or alive, and commanded the army to prepare 
for a march. De Ayllon, exafperated at this in-- 
ftance of violence and irregularity, ordered the 
crier to defift, and commanded fclarvaez not to 
ftir a foot from Zempoalla on pain of death, or # 
to employ the forces without the unanimous con- 
fent of the whole army.- ; Upon which Narvaez 
ordered him to be apprehended ; fent on board 
a veffel, and inftantly tranfported to Cuba, At 
the fame time de Olmedo let out on his return 
to Mexico, while the principal officers in Narva- 
ez*s army were mocked at his infolence, and the 
inferior foldiers loudly murmured at his conduct. 
De Olmedo, on his arrival at Mexico, inform- 
ed Cortes of the implacability, and intemperate 
behaviour of Narvaez ; but encouraged him by 
mentioning the difpofition of the foldiers, upon 
which he immediately refolved to take advan- 
tage 
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tage of this favourable circumitance, and the 
Spaniards at Mexico were no iboner informed of 
his having taken this refolution, than they ex* 
preffed the utmoft zeal and impatience to be in* 
a&ion, for notwithstanding he inequality of 
numbers, they had fuch confidence in the valour, 
ability, and difcretion of their general, that they 
thought it almoit impoflible for them not to con- 
quer, when under his command. 

Cortes was unwilling to damp their alacrity by 
any unneceflary delay, and therefore repaired to 
Montezuma's apartment, in order to acquaint 
him with his, intended march ; but was not a lit- 
tle furprized, at hearing that prince begin the 
difcourfe, and at his faying that he had from dif- 
ferent parts received information, that the Spa* 
nifti general at Zempoalla was come with very 
ill defigns againft him and his followers, and 
though he did not wonder that the two chiefs 
fhould be at enmity from fome private animoiity, 
he could not help thinking, that as they were the 
' vafTals of one prince, and headed armies of con- 
trary faction^, one of them muft neceflkily be a 
rebel to his fovereign. Cortes was fomewhat 
ftartled at this declaration; but immediately 
availed himfelf of that prefence of mind, which 
never fprfook him in; his gre&teft emergencies, 
and replied without hefitation, that- die accounts 
received by his majefty were undoubtedly true,, 
and he was come to lay the fame intelligence 
before him ; but that Narvaez was not to be 
confidered as a rebel, but rather as a, perfon who* 
proceeded upon wrong principles through mif- 
take, for he wae come as lieutenantor ftibiHtute 

from 
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from a mifuaformed governor, who refided in a 
remote province, and was therefore unacquaint- 
ed with the laft refofqtioirs of the court of Spain, 
and really imagined that the embafly to the em- 
peror of Mexico was an affair that belonged to 
his office; but that all this miranderfrand'ing 
would vanifh as foon as he mould lay his dif- 
patthe* before that lieutenant. He had there- 
fere tefolved immediately to march with part of 
his forces to ZempeaHa, in. order to dripofe them 
to returnon board their fhips, and that he ihould 
foon convince them, that they ought to refpeft . 
the fubjecls of the Mexican empire as a people 
under the king of Spain's protection. 
' Montezuma was much pleafed with the prof- 
peel: of getting rid of finch disagreeable victors, 
of whofe exa&ions and ads of oppreHion he was 
particularly informed ; but imagining that Cor- 
tes might be cxpofed to fbme danger by attempt- 
ing to brine them to reafon, he offered to fur- 
niih him with an army that Ihould be entirely 
under his command, and repeated this offer with 
fuch earncftnefs, that Cortes was fully convinced 
of his fincerity, though he declined accepting it, 
with many expreflions of acknowledgement, from - 
his having but little confidence in the attach- * 
ment of the Mexican foldiers to his intereft. 

Cortes reiblved upon leaving fourfcore Spa 1 - * 
niards in Mexico, under the command of Pedro 
de Alverado, an excellent officer, who by his en- 
gaging behaviour had already acquired great 
fhare of Montezuma's friendship. He gave* him 
directions- relating to his conduct, with refpect to 
the emperor, and the foldrcrs were -ordered to 

obey 
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obey their captain, and ferve Montezuma with 
the greateft refpeft. Thefe precautions being 
taken, Cortes difpatched a meflenger to Gonzalo 
de Sandoval, with orders to in trull the confede- 
rate Indians with the fortrefs of Vera Cruz, and 
to march out with the Spaniards to meet him at 
a certain place of rendezvous, lie then having 
taken care to obtain theneceflary fupplies of pro- 
visions on the road, and procured a body of In- 
dians to carry the baggage, fet out on his march. 



CHAP. XL 

Cortes, finding it impoffible to bring Narwaez to 
accept of any terms of accommodation, attach 
him and his army ; obtains a complete viaory, 
and prevails on tbf Jbldiers to enter into bit 
Jer^ice. 

TV* 
HE Spaniards: marched with the chear- 
fulnefs and circumfpe&ion of veterans} inured 
to the hardfhips and dangers of war. They 
took the road to Cholula, at which city they met 
with an hofpitable reception, and proceeding 
towards Tlafcala, found, at half a league's di£ 
tance from that city, a fplendid appearance of 
the nobility and the whole fenate, who received 
their vifit with great demonftrations of joy and 
refpett. After ftaying there a fhort time, they 
marched to Matalequita, a town of Indian 
friends, where they were joined by Gonzalo de 
Sandoval and his troops, with feven Soldiers from 

Nar- 
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ftfarvaez's army, by whom he was informed of 
-every thing that had pafled in the enemy's quar- 
ters before they deferted. He had alfo intelli- 
fence of .a frefher date from two foldiers who 
ad gone from Vera Cruz to Zempoalla in the 
guife of Indians carrying bafkets of fruit, whkh 
they exchanged with the Spaniards for glafs 
beads, and other toys, and fo dextroufly afTumed 
the iimplicity of the natives, that they were per- 
mitted to range, without the leait fufpicion, 
thro* every part 0/ the quarters ; they even ven- 
tured to repeat this vifit, and as a proof* of the 
carelefTneis with which Narvaez caufed the watch 
to be kept, took from the very parade a horfe 
belonging to a captain who was one of Cortes's 
jnoft bitter enejnies. 

la order to gain time till the arrival of the In- 
dians from CSnantla, Cortes fent de .Olmedo a 
fecond time with proposals for an accommodati- 
on ; but he meeting with no fuccefs^ Juan Velas- 
quez de Leon was fent to ufehis influence with 
Narvaez, from the hopes that his being related 
to Diego de Velafquez would -render his mediar- 
tion the more acceptable. Narvaez had indeed 
written to this officer to "exhort him to efpoufe 
Jus lunfman's cauie, and to offer him a very ad- 
vantageous poll in his army ; but this letter Juan 
l\ad delivered to Cortes, with proteftations that 
* he would die by his fide, rather than defert his 
colours, and his behaviour upon this occasion 
was an additional motive, for lending him upon 
this negociation. 

On hi9 approaching Zempoalla, Narvaez came 
with a graixl retinue to meet him, fuppofing that 

he- 
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he was come to join him j but h-id foon the mor- 
tification to find himfetf miftaken. He however 
ufed many arguments to-detach him from Cortes, 
and #> render him an eye wknefs of his fuperior 
ftrength, commanded the whole army to be re- 
viewed before him. The next day he invited 
him to dinner, together with thofe of his awn 
officers, on whom he placed the greateft confi- 
dence, that they might affift in perfuadrog him 
t a join their party. In the beginning of the 
converfatton, he was treated with great civiftty 
and fefpeft, but in the midft t>f their feftivity 
fome fercaftic reflections were thrown oat again** 
Cortes, andtho' Juan de Velafquez, to avoid pre-f 
jucLicing the bwfinefe in which he was employed, 
diffembled his refentment, yet the abirfe thrown 
upon Cortes became fo groft and indecent, that 
Velafijuez being unable to reftrain his* indignati- 
on, cried with fome warmth, that if any man iri 
that company, who did not efteem Hernando 
Cortes and all his followers, as loyal fubjecls to 
the king of Spain, would let him know his fen- 
timents before fewer witneffes, he would unde- 
ceive him in what manner foever he pleafed. 
Narvaez was difconcerted with this declaration ; 
but a young officer of the name and family of 
Velafquez replied, that ho man was worthy of 
bearing that name, who attempted to vindicate 
a traitor. At this reproach Juan gave him the 
lie, and drew his fword, in order to punifh him 
for his iniblence, when the company interpofed, 
but found it very difficult to prevent mifchief. 
However, Velafcjuez was at length prevailed 
upon to iheath hisfward, when abruptly leaving 

the 
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the company, Jie immediately returned to Cor- 
tes breathing defiance and revenge. 

Thisincidentrceafionedfuch murmurs among 
the officers and fbldiers, that Narvaez, in or- 
der to put a Hop to their clamours, was obli- 
ged to fend a perfon to Cortes, to apologize for 
what had happened to Juan de Velafquez, and 
to learn the fubftance of his commiffion, which 
he had not fully explained. For this purpofe he 
lent the fecretary Andres de Puero, who met 
Cortes on his march to an advantageous poft, 
which he intended to occupy till the arrival of 
the Chinantlans. Dueroand Cortes embraced 
each other like two intimate friends who had 
met after a long Reparation, and all the officers 
received the Granger with joy and refpeft. But 
before they proceeded to bufmefs, Cortes made 
him a prefent of fomc valuable jewels. He 
was entertained with great magnificence and 
hofgxttality, and ftaid till the next day, to con* 
fult about meafbres for preventing a rupture, 
which he was fenfiblc would be highly prejudi- 
cial to theintcreftof Spain. Cortes upon this 
occafion fhewed the greateft moderation, and 
even propo&d to relinqniftt the Mexican con- 
queft to his competitor, while he and his fol« 
lowers fhould engage in fome other expedition* 
Andres de Duero being (truck with this inftance 
of his modefty and felf-denial, propofed an in- 
terview with Narvaez, to which Cortes imme- 
diately agreeing, the fecretary returned to Zem- 
poalla, where he alio obtained the confent of 
Narvaez. But after the time and place were 
appointed, where they were to meet with only io 
friends on each fide, Cortes received private ad* 

vice 
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vice from Duero, that Narvaez had refolved to 
lay an ambufcade for his life, which being con- 
firmed by others, he wrote to his treacherous e- 
nemy to let him know, that he was acquainted 
with his defigns, and to reproach him with his 
bafenefs. Having thus given vent to his indig- 
nation, he continued his march, and took his 
fiation within a league of Zempoalla, where his 
front was defended by a river, and his rear by the 
neighbourhood of Vera Cruz. Having potted 
proper centinels, and detached a number of 
fcouts, he quartered his people in fome cottages, 
where they were (heltered from the fun, and al- 
lowed to take' their repofe, 

Narvaez being informed of this difpofition, 
drew up his army, caufed war to be declared, 
at the head of his troops, with the offer of a 
reward of 2000 pieces of eight to any perfon 
who mould bring him Cortes's head, and alio 
fet a price upon the lives of Gonzalo de Sando- 
val and Juan Velafquez de Leon. He then 
marched to an open field, at about a quarter of 
a league's diftance, vainly hoping that Cortes 
would leave his advantageous titration,'?** en- 
gage an enemy, who had three times as many 
men as himfelf. 

In the evening the weather fuddenly grew 
dark and cloudy, and fuch a quantity of rain 
fell, that the foldiers were inftantly wet to the 
ikin, and their arms rendered ufelefs, when 
they curfed the author of their expedition, and 
with loud clamours infilled upon returning to 
their quarters* With this requeft Narvaez was 
obliged to comply, and never imagining that 

Cortes 
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Cortes would pafs the river in fuch a night, re- 
treated in great diforder to Zempoalla ; and in- 
tending to take the field Again early in the 
morning, lodged his troops in the principal 
temple of the city, which was built upon an 
eminence, that had an afcent of many ill- 
contrived fteps, which rendered it very difficult 
of accefs, on the top of which he planted his 
artillery. He fixed his head quarters in the mid- 
dle tower, whither he retired with fome officers 
and about 100 foldiers, on whom he placed the 
greateft confidence : the reft of the army was 
diftributed in the other tower ; fome horfes were 
fet to patrole in the neighbourhood of the town, 
and centinels placed in the avenues. 

Meanwhile Andres de Duero fent one of his 
men to apprize Cortes of their retreat, and the 
manner m which they were difpofed, merely 
with the view of his paffing the night without 
any apprehenfions of being attacked in his 
.quarters : but Cortes no (boner received this in- 
formation, than he refolved to take advantage 
<of this favourable opportunity. Notwithstand- 
ing the continuance of the temped, he aiTem- 
bled his people without delay, and they having 
paired the river with the water above their mid- 
dle, he made a fhort fpeech* mentioning the 
manner in which the enemy were quartered, 
their careleflhefs and (ecurity ; the eafe with 
which they might be attacked and routed in the 
■dark, before they could have time to be drawn 
up in their defence ; and then expatiated on the 
infolence and treachery of Nar<vaez 9 and the 
jjiftice of his own caufe. His foldiers being 

thus 
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thus fired with refentment, called aloud to b e 
fed to the enemy. 

Cortes inftantly formed his troops into three 
(mall battalions, the firft of which was under 
the command of Gonzalo de Sandoval : The fe- 
cond was led by Chriftoval de Oled, and Cortes 
in perfoii took the command of the reft. Gonza- 
lo had orders to begin the attack by mounting 
the Heps, and preventing all communication be- 
tween the towers : Chriftoval was to aflault the 
tower in which Narvaes lodged,whileCortes with 
his men refolved to fupport both attacks as oc- 
cafion (heold require. Orders were given that the 
drums mould beat and the trumpets found as 
foon as the aftion began, with a view of in- 
creafing the terror and confufton of the enemy, 
and the moll profound filence being in the mean 
while recommended, they began their march at 
a very flow pace to prevent their being fatigued 
before the action began, and to allow the ene- 
my time to be lulled in fleep and fecurity. But 
they had fcarcely proceeded half a league whea 
their fcosts returned with a centinel whom they 
had furprized, though his companion found 
means to efcafpe among the bufhes. This ac- 
cident occafioned a fhort confultation among 
the officers, who unanimously thought, that 
if the foldier mould difcover them he would 
take- a circuit to the town to avoid danger, and 
therefore by haftening their march they might 
probably reach Zempoalla as foon as he, and at 
ieaft ihould have the advantage of attacking 
tfcc enemy in the diferdsr of their firft waking. 

They 
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They therefore left their houfes, baggage and 
other incumbrances by the fide of a Jittle brook 
near the road, and puflied forward with all 
pofiible hade. But notwithftanding this, the 
centinel, winged by fe^r, had arrived a fe«f 
miuutes before them, crying aloud, the enemy 
is upon us ; but being -inftantly carried before 
Narvaez, he flighted his intelligence, and thought/ 
it impoiilble that Cortes mould venture to march 
in fuch a dark tempeftuous night, or prefume to 
attack hirri with fuch an handful of men. 

A little after midnight Cortes reached Zem- 
poalla without being difcovered by the enemy's 
cavalry, and not only entered the town, but 
came in fight of the temple without finding 
any guards, or being challenged by one centi- 
nel. This happened at' the very inftant when 
the foldier was telling Narvaez that Cortes was 
marching towards the place with his whole ar- 
my : But though he was difbelieved by that 
obftinatc commander, his foldiers had taken to 
their arms, and were in fome degree prepared 
for their defence. Cortes foon perceiving that 
he was difcovered, and had no time to lofe, 
began the attack, by ordering Gonzalo de San- 
doval to mount the Heps, when thofe who were 
upon guard with the artillery, fired two or three 
bieces, and their report was inftantly fucceed- 
ed with the noife of the drums, trumpets, and 
the confufed cries of the foldiers, who flew to the 
defence of the iteps. The difpute foon came to 
the pike and the fword, and Sandoval was hard 
prefled in his attempt to force his way in fpite 
of the difadvantage of the ground, and the* 

fuperiority 
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fuperiority of numbers ; but De Oled (o6n came 
to his relief, and Cortes quitting thtrrear threw 
himfelf fword in hand into the hotteftof the en- 
gagement, with fuch impetuo/ity, that nothing 
Could withltand him, fo that in a few moments 
the enemy gave way, and foon retreated in great 
diforder, after having abandoned their artillery, 
fome flying to their quarters, while others re- 
paired to the gate of the principal tower, where 
the Aifpute was renewed, and for fome time 
continued with great obftinacy. 

Narvaez having put on his armour, ex- 
erted his utmoft endeavours to rally his fcatter- 
ed troops, and with great relblution ruftied in- 
to the midft of the battle, where his eye being 
thruft out with a pike, he fell down crying, I 
am a dead man. This compleated the confufion 
of his foldiers, fome of whom abandoned him, 
while others flood as if they had been thunder- 
ftruck, and others again fought with fuch dif- 
order, that they were eafily routed, and their 
general taken prifoner. An end was now put 
jo the difpute, for the enemy (hut themfelves up 
in the towers, while the followers of Cortes, 
having nobody to oppofe them, proclaimed their 
vi&ory with loud acclamations, which ferved to 
heighten the apprehenfions of the vanquilhed, 
whole terror was likewife augmented by the 
fight of numerous lights in the country, which, 
though folely produced from a kind of glow- 
worms, they ridiculoufly imagined were an ar- 
my of arqucbufiers with lighted matches, and 
their difordered imagination made them fup- 

pofe 
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pofe that thefc were the auxiliaries of Cortes 
marching to his affiftance. 

Cortes at length patting a flop to the (houts of 
the people, caufed the artillery to be turned 
againft the towers, and proclaimed a general 
pardon for thofe who would furrender, with 
advantageous conditions to fuch as would enter 
into his fervice, and free liberty to thofe who 
were defirous of returning to Cuba. This ftep 
being taken in the firft tumult of their fear, 
was attended with great fuccefs ; for thefe terms 
were no fooner propofed at the three towers, 
than both officers and foldiers came in whole 
companies to furrender, when Cortes received 
them with the greateft kindnefs, though he 
caufed them to be divided, and put under a 
proper guard, till the light fhould give him an 
opportunity of difcovering who they were. He 
then went to vifit Narvaez. That gentleman 
having been committed to the care of Sandoval, 
had his wound already dreffed, and feeing him 
enter the apartment, cried, Thank God, Cap- 
tain Cortes, for your fuccefs in making me your 
prifoner. Thanks be to God for all things, 
friend Narvaez, he returned, but, vanity apart, 
I look upon this vi&ory, and your imprifon- 
ment, among the leaft confiderable actions that 
have been performed in this country. 

Cortes being now informed that one of the 
towers, commanded by Salvatierra and Diego 
Velafquez the younger, refufed to furrender, he 
ordered two pieces of artillery to be planted 
againft it 5 but the defendants called for quar- 
ters at the very firft difcharge, when Juan Ve- 
lafquez 
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lafquez de Leon entered with a fmall body, and 
feized Diego and Salvatierra, who were Cortes's 
inveterate enemies. Thus the vi&ory was ob- 
tained with the loft of four men, though the 
conquered had a Captain, an Enfign, and fif- 
teen private men killed upon the fpot.. 

At day-break the 2000 Chinantlins arrived, 
when Cortes was glad of letting his prifoners 
fee, that he was not destitute of allies ; while 
the vanquiflied were filled with fhame, per- 
ceiving the fmall number of men by whom 1 
they had been entirely defeated, and curfed ' 
their careleflhefs and the infolence of Narvaez* - 
Cortes had many friends among them, who de- 
filing to be inlifted in his army, their example 
was foon followed by all the other prifoners, 
and not a (ingle man exprefled the leaft inclina- 
tion to return to Cuba. 

Thus Cortes, by his admirable conduit and 1 
bravery, found himielf in a few hours at the 
head of above 1000 Spaniards ; the only ene* 
mies he had to fear, were fafe in his cuitady ; 
he had a fleet of eleven mips and feven brigan- 
tines at his difpofal, and he had the pleafure of 
feeing the laft eifort of Diego de Velafqnez en- 
tirely fruftrated. Narvaez's horfe never engaged 
in the action, but made their efcape into the 
country, where being united into a troop of 
forty, they pretended to ftand on their defence, 
but were foon brought to enlift under Cortes. At 
length the fails, tackling, and rudders of all the , 
veflels were brought alhore, and laid up in Vera 
Cruz ; the pilots and mariners were brought % 

to 
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to Zempoalla, and the army was allowed to con- 
tinue fame days in quarters for refrefhment. 



CHAP. XII, 

Cortes marches back to Mexico to the Ajjfjlance of 
Alverado, againft nvhom the Mexicans had taken 
up Arms ; *wbere be finds the People in a 'violent 
Ferment i His Troops are federal Times attacked, 
and bis offers of peace re] e Bed. Montezuma, ha- 
ranguing the Mexicans., in order toperfuade tbem 
to lay down their arms, is mortally wounded, and 
dies, conjuring Cortes to revenge bis fall • 

WHILE Cortes continued in his quarters 
of refrefhment, he difmifled theChinant- 
lans with pre fen ts, and was* vifited by the in- 
habitants of the neighbouring villages, and by 
the Caciques of the adjacent countries, who all 
came to congratulate him upon his fuccefs : 
but, notwithftanding his good fortune, he could 
not be eafy when he refle&ed upon Alverado's 
fituation, fince he knew him to be encompafTed 
with enemies, and at the mercy of a Prince who 
might be perfuaded to facrifice hint and his few 
troops for the advantage of the Empire. He 
therefore refolved to return to Mexico, and that 
neither Montezuma nor his people might be of- 
fended at his returning with fuch a numerous 
body, he propoied to divide his army, and em- 
ploy the greateft part of it in other conqueils. 

While Cortes was taking thefe *$eafures, a letter 
from Alverado, obliged him totter his fcheme. 
By this letter he was informed/ that iq, fplte of 

Vol. II. *$E Motfezttiaa, 
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Montezuma, who had never once attempted t& 
leave the quarters, the Mexicans had taken up 
arms, and repeated their attacks with fuch rjefo- 
lution, that unlefs he and his men were imme- 
diately fuccoured, they nuft all inevitably pe-» 
rifti : And what was itill more extraordinary, 
the feldier who brought this letter, was accom-> 
panied by an Ambaifador from Moittezuma, 
who prefled Cortes to return as foon as poiBble,, 
and affured him, that tfeo' his own life mould be 
at Hake, he would never abandon Alverado. 

Upon receiving this intelligence, Cortes and 
his officers unanimouily agreed, that no time 
was to be loft. Roderigo Rangel,.a perfbn of ap- 
proved fidelity, was immediately appointed de- 
puty governor of Vera Cruz ; and a ganifon 
was left at Zempoalla, after which the army 
amounted to 1000 foot and loo horfe* Corte* 
having fent an anfwer to Montezuma, and ano- 
ther to Alverado, with an account of his victory, 
and aflurances of his coming to their affiftance, 
began his march, the army talqng different 
routes, in order to be the more eafily fupplied 
with provifions. They rendezvoufed near Tlaf- 
cala, at which city they were received with great 
joy and affection. That republic ftimulated hint 
againft the Mexicans, and offered to aiTemble all 
their troops for his fervice. He, however, de- 
clined the offer, and contented himfelf with 
taking a body of 2000 men. 

Cortes paffed the caufeway without the leaft 
oppofition, notwithstanding his perceiving ma- 
ny marks of the fury of the Mexicans. For • 
his two brigantines were ftaved to pieces ; and 

half 
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•half burnt. On his entering Mexico, the fub" 
«rbs were abandoned ; the bridges, by which 
the ftreets ha4 a communication with each other, 
were broken down, and a profound lilencc 
reigned oyer the city.. Thefe fojfpieious fymp- 
toms made Cortes order the infantry to Aacken 
their pace, while the cavalry marched before 
to reconnoitre : but the Spaniards who had been, 
left in the city, foon fdifcovejing the army* 
raifed ,a great ihout, and removed his appre- 
henfions. Pedro de Alverado with his people 
received them at the gate of his quarters, in 
a transport of joy, and Montezuma hunfelf went 
to the outward court to meet Cortes, whom he 
embraced with all the marks of a fincere affec* 
tion. 

Cortes having taken proper meafures for the 
jfecurity of the troops, retired with Alverado, to 
inquire into the caufe of that fedition among 
the Mexicans, which had put him in fuch dan- 
ger ; when that officer informed him, that foon 
After his departure the nobles had behaved with 
)efs relped than ufual. That from the informa- 
tion of a trufty fpy he learned that they held 
frequent aiTemblies in private, and that a con- 
spiracy was concerted againft the Spaniards, in 
which it was agreed to affemble the inhabitants 
under the pretence of celebrating annual dances 
called Mitates, when the nobles were to ha- 
rangue the populace, and immediately proceed 
to the Spanim quarters, in order to extirpate 
the infolent ftrangers, who kept their Emperor 
prifoner, and treated even their gods with con- 
tempt. 

K % On 



164 The Conquest of M E X I C O, 

On the morning preceding the day appoint- 
ed, ibme of the chief perfons in this fedition, 
came to defire Alverado's permiffion to celebrate 
their feftival. However he was that very night 
informed that they were very bufy in concealing 
confiderable quantities of arms in houfes near 
the temples ; upon which he refolved to anticipate 
the execution of their fcheme, by attacking 
them before they fhould have time either to take 
arms, or to raife the populace. This ill-judged 
fcheme he put in execution. He left the fort 
with his co men under the pretence of feeing 
the diversion, and perceiving the Mexicans in- 
toxicated with liquor, attacked and difperfed 
them without opposition ; many of them being 
killed and wounded in their flight : the Spaniards 
ftripped them of their jewels and other orna- 
ments ; after which Alverado retired without 
even taking the neceffary ftep of acquainting the 
people with his motives for committing this 
action, whence it was naturally imputed to his 
avarice. The people incenied at feeing the no- 
bility flaughtered and pillaged before their eyes, 
now ran to arms, and railed a very formidable 
infurre&ion. They had feveral times attacked 
the Spanifh quarters, and being fo fuccefsful as to 
kill three or four Spaniards, their courage was 
raifed to fuch a height, that inftead of dreading 
the refentment of Cortes, and his troops, which 
were fo greatly increafed, they retired to ano* 
ther part of the town, leaving the entrance 
open, that by giving the Spaniards an opportu- 
nity of being united, they might furround and 
defboy them at once. 

Cortes 
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. Cortes ccnfurcd Alverado very feverely for hi 8 
rafhnefs in leaving the quarters, when the city 
was in fueh a commotion ; blamed him for con- 
cealing from Montezuma the firft intelligence he 
had received, and for retiring without having 
informed the populace of the caufe of fuch a 
violent affa«lt, and made Alverado fo fenfible of 
his indifcretion, that he defired to be imprifoned, 
in order to facilitate the reduction of the enraged 
^multitude. 

The Mexicans made no attempt that night, 
hut the fame rnyfterious filence prevailing the 
next morning, Cortes ordered Diego de Ordaz to 
tnarch through the principal ftreets, at the head 
-of 400 Spamfh and Tlafcalan foldiers, and if 
poffibk to penetrate into their deiigns. But 
Piego had not proceeded far, when he dbferved 
a body of armed men, which had been detach- 
ed on purpofe to draw him farther from the 
quarters. He accordingly advanced a confidera- 
ble way, in order to take fome prifoners ; but 
was all at once oppofed by an innumerable mul- 
titude, who ran boldly up to his front, while 
another army, which had been concealed in the 
crofs ftreets, .attacked him in the rear : at the 
fame time all the terraces and windows on each 
fide were crowded with armed men, whofhowered 
upon them an infinite number of arrows, darts 
and ftones . Diego perceiving his retreat cut off, 
fo as to prevent his informing Cortes of his dan- 
ger, ordered his rear to face about, and part of 
his men to exert themfelves with their fwords 
and pikes below, while his fire arms were u(ed 
againft thofe above. The heat of the engag*- 
K 3 meat 



166 The Conquest of MEXICO, 
ment was however but of a fliort continuance, 
for notwithstanding the fury with which the 
. Mexicans advanced, their attacks were made in fo 
tumultuous a manner, that they were foon thrown 
into confufion, and retired to a diftance, where 
they could neither offend nor be offended, and 
the windows and terraces, being at the fame 
time cleared by the fire-arms, Diego endeavoured 
to make his retreat, though he was obliged to 
cut his way fword in hand. In this engagement 
he left feven foldiers dead upon the ipot, and 
both himfelf and the greateft part of his men 
were wounded. 

This event rendered Cortes but too feniible 
that there was no room for negotiation. He 
therefore refolved to fally out with the greateft 
part of his forces, in order to oblige them to 
iue for an accommodation. In the mean time 
the Mexicans looked upon Diego's retreat as a 
flight, and followed him with inconceivable fu- 
ry, till they were terrified and driven back by 
the artillery from the Spanim quarters, whicji 
made a dreadful (laughter. They however halted 
within fight, and the facets were foon filled again 
with armed men, whofe drums and mells found- 
ing the fignal for an aftault, they advanced with 
prodigious impetuofity. Tljeir rear was compo- 
sed of archers, who were defigned to clear the 
walls, that the reft of the army might approach, 
and fuch fhowers of arrows were discharged, that 
the Spaniards were foon obliged to employ a 
number of hands to remove them, to prevent 
their blocking up the way to the ramparts. 
While the archer* were thus engaged, the reft, 

not- 
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fiotwkhftanding the dreadful havock made among 
them by the cannon and {mall arms, advanced 
to the very gates, which they endeavoured to 
cnt in pieces, with inftruments edged with flint. 
Some leaped upon the moulders of their com- 
panions, and others made ladders of their pikes 
and lances in order to fcale the walls ; one fet 
of men were no {boner wounded and fell, but 
their place was fupplied by others', who, as 
if they had been Grangers to fear and compaffi- 
pn, trampled upon the bodies of their friends, 
2nd fought like wild beads made doubly furious 
by famine and revenge. They were however 
at laft repulfed, when they retired for cover to 
the crpfs ftreets, where they ftaid till the ap- 
proach of night, and then raifed another terri- 
ble alarm, by beginning a very different kind of 
, # fight, for by mooting fire-arrows into the quar- 
ters, they produced a dreadful conflagration in 
feveral parts of the building, which forced the 
Spaniards to break down walls, to prevent the 
communication of the flames, and then to la- 
bour the greateft part of the night in repairing 
the breaches they had made, in order to put 
themfelyes again in a pofture of defence. 

The neyt morning the enemy appeared at a 
diftance, and though afraid of advancing with- 
in cannon fliot, challenged the Spaniards to come 
put to battle, with many injurious reproaches. 
Cortes, who had refblved to make a Tally, took 
this opportunity to inflame the minds of his 
foldiers with a fhort fpeech, and finding them 
impatient of delay, divided his whole force in- 
to three battalions, two of which were dire&ed 

to 
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to clear the crofs ftreets, while he himfelf took 
the large ilrect, where the greateft body of the 
enemy was pofied. The Mexicans flood the firft 
charge without giving ground, and even fought 
hand to hand with their clubs and two-handed 
fwords, which they wielded with incredible fury, 
nor could the fire-arms put a flop to the fhowers 
of ftones and javelins that were thrown from 
the windows and balconies, till Ore was fet to 
fomc of the honfes* The Mexicans however at 
hJk gave ways but as they retreated, broke 
down the bridges of the ftreets, which obliged 
the Spaniards to fill up the canals, before they 
could profecute the victory. While Cortes was 
thus advancing; the two battalions charged the 
multitude that had poffeffion of the ftreets on 
the fides, and drove the enemy before them, 
till they entered a large fquare, where the three 
divifions joined, when the Mexicans betook then> 
reives to flight, with as much precipitation as 
they had before made their attack. 

Cortes did not think proper to allow his men 
to engage in the purfuit, but having loft ten or 
twelve foldiers in the aclion, retired without 
oppofition . The lofs of the enemy was fb great, 
that the dead bodies lay in heaps, and the ca- 
nals of the city were tinged with blood. Cortes 
allotted three days for the refrefhment of his 
troops, during which he renewed his overtures 
of peace, by means of fome Mexicans, who 
were in Montezuma's fervice ; but at the fame 
time continued to obferve the ftrictefl vigilance 
and precaution, and among other ftratagems 
contrived four wooden towers to run upon 

wheels, 
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wheels, each of which was capable of contain- 
ing 20 or 30 men, who might fight under cover, 
fet houfes on fire, and deftroy their barricadoes 
raifed in the principal ftreets. Having finifhed 
thefe machines, he made a fecond felly with the 
principal part of the Spaniards, together with 
the whole body of Tlafcalans, who had fought 
with great bravery in the laft engagement, lie 
alfo took fome pieces of artillery, the wooden 
towers, and a few led horfes, that were to be 
ufed occafionally. 

The Mexicans were now commanded by the . 
principal nobles, who had greatly augmented 
the army, and waited for the Spaniards in pro- 
found filence ; but the latter had no fooner be- 
gun their march, than they were fuddenly fur- 
prized with the hoarfe and difagreeable found 
_ of their fea-fhells and drums, added to the fhouts 
of an innumerable multitude, which advanced 
with unufual regularity, and amazing resolution, 
giving and receiving the firft charges without 
being difordered. When they were forced to 
give way, they retired leifurely, without turning 
their backs, and renewed the fight at every canal, 
m barricado, with fuch obJhnacy, that they 
were not to be diflodged without the artillery. 
They difcharged their arrows and lances in a 
regular manner. Some fwam about the canals 
fearching for opportunities to wound the Spani- 
^ards with long pikes, while others cad from 
the windows, balconies, and terraces, large 
ftones and fragments of rocks provided for that 
purpofe, by which the moving towers were 
Jbon mattered to pieces : and, in (hort, the battle 

was 
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was fought with fuch method and alacrity, as 
plainly proved that it was conduced by a gene- 
ral in chief. 

The engagement continued the greateft part 
of the day, during which a great number of 
the Mexicans loft their lives, and the city was 
much damaged by the burning of the houfes. 
The Spaniards and their confederates were re- 
pulled with fuch bravery, that they were obli~ 

fed to difpute the ground by inches, and night 
rawing on before Cortes had made much pro* 
grefs, he found it would be impbflible for 
him to maintain the pofts he had gained, and 
therefore retired to his quarters, with the lofs 
of 40 men, who were chiefly Tlafcalant, and wit* 
co Spaniards much wounded, hehirafelf hav- 
ing received a foot with an arrow in his left hand, 
He now began ferioufly to reflect, that notwith* 
itanding all the advantages he had obtained 
over the Mexicans, his numbers in a feries of 
fuch victories would be greatly diminished, and 
that in cafe of a general revolt again ft Montezu- 
ma, they might eafily ftarve him in his quar- 
ters ; nor was the Emperor himielf under lefs 
uneaiinefs. From the higheft turret of the pa* 
lace he had obierved the battle, and could eafi- 
ly diftinguifh the Cacique of Iztapalapa, and 
other nobles who might afpire to the Empire. 
He dreaded the lofs of his crown, and being 
fenfible that he could never reftore his fubjedb 
to obedience while the Spaniards remained la 
Mexico, he feat for Cortes the next morning, 
told him his fentiments, and intreated him to 
leave the city, that he might return to his own 

palace, 
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palace, refume the reins of government, and quell 
the feditions of bis people. 

Cortes readily confented to this propofal, and 
refolved to retire for the prefent, that he might 
have leifure to concert a new plan, and be en- 
abled to execute it with a better profpeft of 
fuccefs : but his conference with the Emperor 
was interrupted, by his being told that the ene- 
my was advancing with great fury, to make a 
general attack upon the quarters. They ruined 
on with prodigious impetuofity, and in fpite of 
the havock made among them by the artillery 
and fmall arms, behaved with fuch bravery that 
fome of them got over the walls, which obliged 
Cortes to form a body of referve in the principal, 
court, whence he occasionally fent detachments 
to fupport fuch as were hard prefTed or fatigued 
with action. 

While the aflault was thus carrying on with 
amazing vigour, Monteauma propofed to mew 
himfelf to the people from the wall, in order 
to command the populace tb retire, and order 
the nobles to come unarmed into his prefence, 
that he might take proper nieafures to redrefs 
their grievances. This motion being approved 
by Cortes, the Emperor immediately adorned 
himfelf with the enfigns of royalty, the crown, 
the mantle, and the jewels worn on the moft 
folemn occafions, and then mounted the terrace, 
with the principal Mexicans who continued in 
his fervice, one of whom advancing to the rails, 
called witlv* loud voice, that the great Monte- 
zuma had condefcended to come forth, and re- 
drefs their grievances. His name was no fooner 

men 
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mentioned, than the outcries of the people ceaf^ 
ed, and they Hood filent and motionlefs, as if 
awed by fomething fupernatural, and when he I 
appeared, the whole multitude humbled them- 
feives to the earth. He looked round him with 
a majeftic air, and diftinguifhing the nobles in 
the crowd, defired them feverally by name to 
approach, thanked them for the zeal and affec- 
tion they had (hewn in his fervice, and repre- 
fented to the people that they were actuated by 
a principle of miftaken loyalty ; that his refiding 
among the Spaniards was not the effe& of com- 
puliion ; that he was refolved to difmifs them 
from his court, and therefore defired his fub-» 
je&s to lay down their arms. 

This condefcenlion made fuch an imprenlon 
upon the hearers, who had been ufed to obey 
him with fear and trembling, that many wept 
to fee the Emperor fo humbled, and the reft 
hung down their heads, and flood in filence and 
fufpence. But thefe favourable difpofitions were 
foon changed. Some of the EmifTaries belonging, 
to the Cacique, who hoped to fucceed Montezu- 
ma, upbraiding that Prince with being a coward, 
a prifoner, and a flave, raifed a clamour among. I 
the people, and inftantly turned their companion 
in to fuch a rage, that they curfed him, and uttered - - 
the mod opprobrious inveclives. The motions 
he made with his hand and head were now dif- \* 
regarded ; and his efforts to fpeak rendered in- 
effectual, by their repeated fhouts, 'till at lengthy 
they let fly a fhower of arrows againft hiijp.^ j 
Two foldiers being near him, endeavoured to^- 
cover him with their bucklers ; but in fpite pf 
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a\\ $im&ff* > b<3 wa* wounded in fcveral placci', 
3fid W5fi v f4 a ^mble Mow^with. a fton* upon 
0W.itf'to ftniptes., which, brought him to the 
ground. £o t r*es hmg caiifed: him to be car*- 
ried tft fefc apartment, « sefolyed to be. wveriged 
pn &• autfcpff ©i" thi* misfortune, ' Qutiie the* 
£pu& fifed . no^nttny an whom he could wreak 
Jii^ |ey,epge a for the Emperqr no fboner fefl, thin 
*k* MfflfraAft* ftruek *ith horror and conftcvnav 
M9R> injtetfly fled« , - - • . • 

< Wte&legJWna b a 4 fcireeiy i«c©vered his fenfesv 
*han he. became frantic, with rage; imprecated 
tie, moft dreadful cucfts. upon his xebellipus fub* 
jefts, and refufed to liften to the remonftrances 
,an4 fi9R&iation% of Cortet* who in vain endear 
yoitred (9 comfort him* He tore the bandages 
and plaifters from his wounds, and even attempt- 
ed tq pt£ an end tpt his life, which. made it ne* 
ceJJary to retrain him by force, and then he ab- 
solutely refufed tp take any manner of fuftenance* 
Tfee weinnd in his head Waa very dangerous, an4 
the ggitatfon of his mind foon rendered it mor* 
laj. Cortes joined with Father Bartholemew dc 
Plmedo in perfuading him to renounce his ido- 
latry ; but all their arguments were to no pur* 
pqfe, and be expired after having conjured the 
Qeneral tft revenge his death. 

frj onte^uma's. unhappy fate filled Cortes with 

freat concern. He had an afFe&ion tor thap 
rince, and all his hopes had centered in his 
voluntary fi^mjS^n to the|Liij| of Spain. He 
wa? now obliged to finm a new plan, and to 
quit all the advantages he enjoyed by his influ- 
ence at the court of Mexico. The nrft Hep he 
Vol. II. L took, 
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took; war appoffctusg fix of Montezuma's prin- 
cipal attendants, fcrtrte of whom were Priefts,' to 
carry oat his body to the rebels, with orders to 
tell the Princes' wha headed them-, that he had 
fent them the corpfe of their late Sovereign, 
whom they, themfelves had murdered, and who, 
before his deaths had earaeftly conjured hun to 
revenge his wrongs, and chaftife them for their 
abominable rebellion. -Bat as he imagined that 
the infurrecrion was not approved by the nobles, 
he once more propofed peace, and was ready to 
agree to any reasonable conditions-; but mould 
theynegl&Stdiispropofal he would treat them as 
the worfbof rebels ; and as his refpeel for Monte- 
zuma could no longer moderate his refentment, 
he would lay wafte their city with fire and fword. 

The bearers -of the corpfe were met at a fmall 
diftance:from the quarters by a body of the in- 
habitants, ; who. threw down their arms, and 
followed their deceafed fovereign with* the moll 
profound reverence and refpect* The city was 
inftantly filled with lamentations, and though 
another Emperor was already elecied* they tes- 
tified their repentance by the ftrongeft expreui- 
ons of forrow, repeating the name of Monte- 
zuma, and running about the ftreets in cla- 
morous tumults till the next morning, when 
.they conveyed the body to the mountain of Cha- 
pultepeque, where it was interred with great fo- 
lemnity.. 

Thus fell the great Montezuma, the moft pow- 

erfuL.Eroperor that had ever filled the Mexican 

throne. He had reigned feventeen years, was 

• - - ' ' ' the 
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the eleventh in the nuhiber of Emperors, and 
the fecond of that name. He left four fons and 
three daughters : two of the former, who lived 
with their father in his confinement, were af- 
terwards killed by the Mexicans in Cortes's re- 
treat. The daughters afterwards embraced the 
Chriftian religion, and were married to Spaniards ; 
bat the mo ft diitinguiihed of* his defendants 
was one of Montezuma's fons, who at his baptifnv 
took the name of Don Pedro de Montezuma, and 
received many favours from his moft Catholic 
Majefty, who gave him confiderable pofleffions 
in New Spain^with the title of Count of Mon- 
tezuma, which his pofterity ftill enjoy. 



CHAP. XIII. 

The war carried on afrejh againft ' Cortes , wbo 
efcapes the moft imminent dangers, and every 
cohere defeats the Indians* He retires from 
Mexico 9 with his army, by night ; hut is of 
faulted in his retreat, and lofes many men j 
however, he at length obtains a great <vi3ory 
over the united forces of Mexico, hyfeizing the 
Royal standard. 

£ Hfi' Mexicans made no attempt upon the 
Spanifh quarters while the Emperor remained 
ill of his wounds, whicb Cortes attributed to 
their being filled with horror at the thoughts 
of the cr«ae they had committed ; but it 
was really owing to the nobility being wholly 
employed i^the inauguration of Quilavaca, 
■ L 2 Cacique 



i 7 6 The Congest of M E X I C O, 

Cacique of fetapalata, whom they raife4 to tbf 
throne. 

The Mexicans, inftead of liftening to the pro- 
pofal made by MonteiWJrBa's (ervants,renewed the 
war with greater vigour than ever ; and oq the 
morning that fucceeded the late Emperor's fime^ 
ral, all the flreets were, by break of day, filled 
With armed ©en. They had alfo put a firong 
garrifon in the towers of the temple, which cpni- 
manded part of the Spanilh quarters. This in*r 
porta** paft, which was defended by 500 cbolea 
xnen of the nobility, Cortes refplved at all events 
to carry. He therefore &w the greateft p^rt 
of his ftre^gth out pf the quarters, and having 
formed feveral battalions, fufficient to cut off 
all communication between the towers and the 
Indians in the ftreets, h* ordered Captain Efco- 
bar with a confiderable detachment, to attack 
the temple, which was of difficult accefs. That 
officer nwched to the 'lower porch without op- 
ppJHion ; but fuddenly the defendants from the 
ijpper porch difebarged fuch a mower of lances, 
arrows, large ftones, and half-burnt beams of 
timber provided for that purpofe, that the a£ 
iailants were thrown into diforder, and obliged 
to retreat in confufion, after their having re- 
turned three times to the attack. 

Meanwhile Cortes was at the head of a troop 
of horfe, bufily employed in J appewrij^ thoie 
who moft needed his affiftaiKe ; but £ 
cobar defeated, he inftantly q ait ted his Wife ; 
caufed a fhield to be faftened to his arm* on ac- 
count of the wound in his jVnJ, then fi * toLs 
affifiance, advanced *P the Jtairs with facia 

W 





byfcEkNANDO CORTES. t 77 

Jttdity as infpired his folders with the ambi- 
tion to imitate his example. In an inftatit the 
action was renewed with fuftorizing Gbftiftacv. 
The braVe defendants fought ftahd to hand lilce 
iften refolved father to <8e than to farrendef. 
The 4 very Priefts fell fighting valiantly, exhort- 
ing; the people to fhetv their courage in defence 
•of their gods, and they all fuffered themfelves 
to be cut in pieces to a man, before the Spani- 
ards Could get poileffion of the j>oft. In the heat 
of this engagement, twb Mexicans who had de- 
voted their lives to the fervice of their count* y, 
feeing Cartel upon a tower*, threw down their 
arms, ran up to him, and ftooping down like 
(applicants, feized him, and endeavoured to 
throw him over the fails : but after ftrttgglirtg 
with him for feme time, he had the good /br- 
ume to diftiigage himfelf ; upon which, they 
threw themfelves headlong from the tower, and 
their brains were daffced out againft the pave- 
ment. 

Cortes theft feked a confiderable quantity of 
provisions which he found in the temple, and 
ordered it to be conveyed to his quarters : which 
being done, he commanded the Tlafcalans td 
let fire to feveral houfes, that the artillery might 
command the whole edifice. He then took a 
View of the engagement below, and perceiving 
the Spaniards, clofely prefled in the principal 
ftreet which they defended with great difficulty, 
he' immediately mounted his horfe, and halted 
, to theif affiftance, ordering Efcobar to follow 
withr*his men, with all pomble expedition. In 
the mean time he attacked the multitude at the 
kead of his cavalry, killing or wounding all 
L 3 who 
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who oppofed him, but milling too far before the 
reft of his troops, his retreat was cut off. Upon 
this he entered another ftreet, where he hoped to 
meet with lefs refiftance, and there he fell in 
among a body of Mexicans, who had taken An- 
dres de Duero, and were conveying him alive to 
offer him as a facrifice to their gods. Cortes 
inftantly flew upon them with fuch fury, as threw 
the whole party into confuflon, and Duero took 
this opportunity of drawing a dagger, which they 
had overlooked, when they had attempted to dif- 
arm him, and inftantly freed himfelf by the 
death of thofe who held him ; then recovering 
his horfe and lance, the two friends broke thro* 
all oppofttion. The Mexicans now retired with 
great precipitation, and the general returned 
with his troops into the quarters, after they had 
made a dreadful havock among the enemy, and 
burnt a confiderable part of the city. 

The next day the enemy defired a parley, 
which being granted by Cortes, feveral of the 
nobles approached the walls, and in the name 
of the new emperor, propofed that the Spani- 
ards mould inftantly march down to the feu fide, 
and leave the country, upon which condition . 
they promifed to put an end to all hoftilities ; 
but obferved, that mould he rejedl this propofal 
they muft all inevitably perifh ; for as they were 
now convinced by experience, that the Spaniards 
were mortal, they were refolved to continue 
their attacks, and though th6 death of every 
chriftian mould coft them 20,ooo # lives, they 
would have a number left fufficient k> rejoice at 
their fuccefs. 

To 



\To this Cortes replied, that the Spaniards did 
not pretend to ,be immortal, though they were 
fo fuperior to the Mexican;,' that with his hand- 
ful of meahe v would dejfroy, the whole* empire 1 
but being moved by the jcaiaraities, they-, thro' 
their -own obftinacy ,- had ; - fujfcred,, he was re- 
folved U>r4e$axtb «n<$ that h« paly waited till 
the necejSary preparation* we*e made for his 
march, and. other articles agreed upon for the 
reciprocal advantage -of both parties. The ,no-. 
ble&feemed pleafed, with this anfwer, though 
the overtures they had made were intended to 
anfwer. a very different porpofe. It had been 
agreed by the new emperor and his council, 
tha^tinflead of expofing themfelves to fuch ter- 
rible flaughter, as the people had always fuffered 
ftpm ( the; artillery and other fire-arms* . they 
fhould diHrefs the Spaniards by famine, and 
amufe them with negotiations, till they mould 
be weakened and <mpirited by hunger, when 
they, might fall upon them to great advantage. 
They recolle&ed that Montezuma's three fons, 
and other perfons of diftin&ion were prifbners in 
the Spanifh quarters, but willingly devoted them 
as.facrifices to the good of their country, except' 
their chief prieft, whom they refolved, if poflible, 
to deliver. 

• The deputies therefore returned the fame 
evening with a propofal, that fome of the Mexi- 
can prifoners fhould be fent with inftru&ions to 
the emperor, artfully hinting that the mod 
proper perfon would be a certain ancient prieft, 
who being an intelligent man, would be-able to 
remQve whatever difficulties might be ftarted. 
L 4 Cortes 
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Cortes readily aitented to the prajjbftl, arid made 
the prffcft acquainted W*th hk d^man^s in h^- 
ktiOA to the nfccefTatfefe he fh&ttld ttanfc in his 
aiarch > reaving if he^^ftld tt\rth td ex- 
£*aiii hiinfelf ^tfc *etee€tto their laying down 
their tam and deliveiiftg hoftages. Bat they 
had hot the leaft intdnttbn ft &nd fcini back* 
«>r ttf Come to An amicable &grfceft*n*i Which 
*a* Vety evident fl*m the Cehtihel^ diftbter* 
ing, that they were empldy-etf ih ttafclng %rcftfc&. 
*k to defend th# pafegibof tke eahala* in fcfeak* 
i»g ddwn die bridges Of ih* pYiAcifml taafeVay, 
ind fcAmrigofF^U cdflltrAirafefetidn >V4fh the rdad 
leading to TlafttLia; CcMes Wfts gfeatfjr a**Hfi* 
ed it th^intelr^^vahd lmaiediate!^^d(?f^i 
a portable feridfe to te made JtreHg&ttttgn trj 
bear the weight of the artillery, land fd light fc 
fo be corned by 46 (bidier^ 

Mehwere khmedktcly crftplbyed ih making 
thfe bridge* and ht the feme time febftefe aflem* 
feied his captain*, ih Brifef to ecmftft Whethet 
they mould retmt fey da? ©T- by nigfet ; fo* he 
was refolded to retire to Tlafcala, 4hd there to 
tike meafures for layihg fiege t6 the city of 
Mexico. The majority of the office** ftopofed 
a retreat by night, oh acefcunt of tf»e fii^ferftitidtt 
of the Mexicans, which made it unufual fbr 
them to engage an enemy kfter *Uh*fct, and 
from the difficulty of attacking them Si the ca* 
ttoes in the dark. This Wa* hoWevefr Wahftly 
opfftfed by Cortefe, and ftveral othfert; bat 
the qaeftion being put to the Vote, the majority 
declared for the iirft prbpofal, trj Which Gorfe 
aflented, and it was refolved to give the errfmy 

as 
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"As littfe time as poffible to form obftriiclions, by 
beginning their march that very night. The 
carpenters had no (boner finiftied the bridge, 
which was to be moved from one opening in 
the caefeway to another, than Cortes fent ano- 
ther R$exican in order to ainufe the enemy with 
farther propofals of peace, while he made the 
proper difpofitions for his retreat. His van- 
guard he ordered toconfift of 200 Spaniih foldi- 
efs, with the choiceft of the Tlafcalans, and 26 
hof te. The rear guard was to conM of a ftitj 
larger number of horfe and foot ; and the pri* 
JToticrs, the artillery and baggage, with the main 
body cf the arhiy, were to be in the centre. 
This order being fixed, he caufed the treafure to 
t>e brought itito his apartment, and taking one-. 
fifth for the king, in what wa$ mt>ft portable, he 
delivered it to the commiflary with fome wound- 
ed horfes for the carriage ; but the remainder 
tyhich amounted to upwards of 706,000 pieces 
height ne propofed to leave as a dangerous inr 
furtjbrance ; but finding the foldjers unwilling 
fo lofe their (har*, he gave tfyem leave to take 
tvhat they could conveniently carry, in confer 
gjuence of which fome of the mod avaritious, who 
p&ft among thofe who Came with Narvaez, 
loaded themfelves fo heavily, that they ftagger- 
ed under their fyurdens. 

Cortes having taken thefe previous fteps, enr 
<xraraged the foldiers by a fliortfpeech, and about 
midnight they began their march with great m 
f.lence and circuinfpe&ion, being favoored by ' 
jthe wetnefs of the weather, and the darknefs 
of tlie night. The bridge which was carried in 
L 5 the 
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the front was laid over the firft canal before they 
met with the leaft oppoiition ; bat the weight 
of the artillery and horfe jammed it fb fail, 
that they found it impracticable to remove it ; 
and indeed they had not time to ufe much pains 
about it ; for before the army had pafled the 
firft breach of the caufeway, they were fudden- 
ly attacked on all fides ; for the enemy having 
obferved their motions, had aflembled their 
troops and canoes with fuch expedition and 
file nee, that the lake was covered On each fide 
of the caufeway. The attack began with great 
regularity, before they were obferved, and had 
the Mexicans continued to preferve the fame 

food order during the engagement, Cortes and 
is whole army muft have perimed. But they 
foon returned to their ufual way of charging in 
confufion, by which means many of the canoes 
were dafhed to pieces againft each other, and 
the Spaniards made a dreadful (laughter. They 
were attacked in front by a vaft number, who 
being impatient till they came to action, had 
thrown themfelves into the lake, and clambered 
up the caufeway in order to difpute the paflage ; 
but they were (o crouded, that they had fcarcely 
room to make ufe of their weapons, and the 
flaughter was according to fome authors fo great, 
as to fupply a fufficient number of bodies, to 
form a paflage for the Spaniards in the lake : 
But other authors alledge, that the enemy left 
the beam of the fecond bridge on which the fol- 
diers pafled over in files, leading their horfes 
through the water by the bridles. 

Cortes 
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Cortes on his reaching the fhore .ordered the 
men to be formed as fail as they arrived, and 
then returning to the caufeway, entered into the 
engagement, and animated the men by his pre* 
fence and example. He caufed each fide of the 
caufeway to be lined with foldiers,. who were to 
repel the enemy while the reft marched between 
them in the centre, and to facilitate the march, 
he ordered the artillery to be thrown into the 
water, but notwithftanding all his vigilance, 
part of the rear-guard was cut in pieces, the 
bridge being deftroyed. by the Mexicans in the 
canoes before thefe unhappy men could pafs it, 
and thefe chiefly confifted of thofe who had fo 
overloaded themfelves with treafure, that they ■ 
were incapable of exerting themfelves in their 
own defence. 

The army having pa/Ted over the lake by 
break of day, halted near Tabuca, to give time 
to thofe who had efcaped from the battle 
to join their friends ; a precaution which faved 
the lives of feveral Spaniards and Tlafcalans, who 
had fwam afhore^ and concealed themfelves in 
fome fields of maize till the morning. Thefe 
brought intelligence that the laft divifion of the 
rear-guard was intirely cut off, and the troops 
being reviewed, their lofs was found to amount 
to about 200 Spaniards, above 1000 Tlafcalans, 
and 46 horfes, with all the Mexican prifoners, 
who, in the darknefs and confuiion of the night 
were treated as enemies by their own country- 
men. The Spaniards were much deje&ed at 
finding how greatly their number was dimi- 
nifhed ; at the lofs of their artillery, and at the 

apprehenfion 
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fauited, while they were oppreffed with fatigue. 
Their afHi&ion was intreafed by the loft of 
feme excellent officers, among whom was Juan 
Vdafques de Leon, who brought up the rear, 
and was overpowered by nufribers. 

Had the Spaniards been tabw attacked, bfefore 
they had time to refrefli themfelves, and recover 
their fpirits after the fatigue of the battle, they 
would in all probability have been eaiify tie* 
ftroyed ; but ah *vent which they confidered a$ 
<e*fremely unfortunate, prolonged their live*, by 
giving them time For repofe. It has already 
been obferved that all the Mexican prHbner* 
were killed in the Tengagement, and in the 
morning when die enemy went to ftrip the dead f 
they found three of Montezuma's fond, whom 
thfcy had killed whh their arrows. At this fpec T 
tacle they were amazed and ftupified, the troops 
were feized with confternation, and the news of 
this event foon reached the new emperor ; he 
!&rdered the bodies of thefe unhappy princes to 
be conveyed to the burying-place of their ancef. 
tors, and all the inhabitants attending their Fu- 
neral, afforded the Spaniards this ieafrnable re- 
spite. 

j Mean while Cortes marched with great cau- 
tion towards Tlafcala, fufpe&ing that the ene- 
my's delay proceeded from fome defign, which 
had been formed againft him, and indeed the 
Spaniards had not proceeded far, before they ob*. 
ferved ieveral companies of armed men follow*, 
ing the army at a diifonte. Thefe were fome 
of the inhabitants pF ieveral cities whofh the 
Mexicans had ordered to obferve the motions 

' ; of 
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of the Spaniards, and retard their march, till 
they themfelves had difcharged their laft duty 
te ttte fotts of Montezuma. At length the whole 
body of the Mexicans appeared, and joining the 
others, attacked the army With great iinpetuo-* 
fity. Cortes placed his tire-arms- and crofs-bows 
ih the front, and then ordered the horfe to ad- 
vance and tharge the Indians, which they did 
with great faccels \ but their enemies continually 
ihcreafmg, the Spaniards were fatigued with kill- 
ing them, and began to defpair of their ever 
being able to rout fuch a prodigious multitude, 
when Cortes, perceiving an edifice with turrets 
cm the top 6f an eminence near the field of bat- 
tle, reiblved to gain that poft, which he effe&ed, 
though with great difficulty. As this building 
Was a temple, that had a fpacious court, en com- 
parted by a wall and feveral towers, it was eafily 
defended. The Spaniards here found fhelter 
from the danger to which they had been expo- 
fed, and on account of this fignal relief, after- 
wards erected an hermitage on the fpot, which is 
Hill known by the name of Nueftra Sennora de 
Los Remedios', or Our Lady of Relief. 

The Mexicans approached near the walls, 
but having difcharged a great number of ar- 
rows, retired towards Mexico; however, the 
Spaniards perceived from the tops of the towers 
that they halted in the plain, Where they di- 
vided into feveral bodies. Cortes, having pott- 
ed his guards and centinels, ordered fires to be 
made to burn the arrows that lay in heaps 
about the place. The men were refreshed with 
fome provuions they found iit the temple, and 
'"*'"' with 
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with what the Indians had faved with their 
baggage, and had their wounds drefled, the 
linen horfe-cloths ferving for lint and ban- 
dages. Thefe neceflary fteps being performed, 
Cortes called a council of his officers, and pro- 
pofed, as this poft could not be maintained for 
want of provifions, and as they could not hope 
to make their retreat while furrounded by fuch 
a multitude of the enemy, they mould feize this 
opportunity of continuing their march during 
the night, in order that they might be two or 
three leagues from the Mexicans the next morn- 
ing. This propofal being unanimoufly approv- 
ed, fome hours reft were allotted for the re- 
frefhment of the people, who were dreadfully 
fatigued, and molt of them wounded, and at 
midnight they retired from the temple, leaving 
the fires burning in order to deceive the enemy. 
The van-guard, which was provided with guides, 
proceeded about half a league without inter- 
, ruption; but on their entering fome hilly 
grounds, feveral ambufcades were difcovered, 
formed by the militia of the neighbouring 
towns ; but thefe flight fkirmifhes did not ob. 
ftrutt the march of the Spaniards, who having 
advanced two leagues, entered before day-break 
into another temple, uoon an eminence, being 
induced to take up their refidence there, from 
their fancying that they faw at a diftance fome 
detachments from the Mexican army ; but the 
approaching light no fooner difcovered their 
miftake, than they continued their march two 
leagues farther, to a village advantageoufly fau- 
lted, which was defertcd by its inhabitants, 

and 
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-and there they ftaid two days till the wounded 
were again able to travel. They now marched 
two days through a rocky and barren country, 
at a diilance from the great road, which they 
purpofely avoided, being without fhelter in the 
night ; perpetually perfecuted by flying parties 
of Indians, and expofed to the extremes of hun- 
ger and thirfl, which they endeavoured to 
ailuage by means of the herbs and roots they 
difcovered, till the death of one of the wound- 
ed horfes afforded relief to thofe who were 
thought in the greateit extremity. In the laft of 
thele marches, they reached a village, where 
the inhabitants provided every thing for their 
entertainment with an air'of franknefs and hof- 
pitality ; which was no more than an ill-judged 
iiratagem defigned to lull the Spaniards into a 
* carelefs fecurity. 

Early the next morning the army afcended a 
mountain, on the other iide of which was the 
valley of Otumba, when Marina obferved that 
the Indians, who ftill followed at a diitance, 
fliouted and frequently exclaimed, " Proceed, 
tyrants, you'll ibon arrive at the place where you 
will all perifh. " Cortes took all poliible precau- 
tion to prevent being furprized ; but on his 
reaching the top of the mountain, he found the 
psJTage of the troops effectually obilrucled by 
an imxnenfe nral titude of armed men, who co- 
vered the extenfive plain of Otumba. Thefe 
were the Indians they encountered at the firft 
temple, reinforced by vaft numbers of people 
from Mexico, with the principal nobles at their 
bead, who had feparated into feveral bodies, 

and 
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and marched by different roads with Aich ex- 
peditiofi as to get the Hart of the Spaniards and 
unite in this f^acibUs plain, where there was no 
danger of their being embarraffed for want of 
room. The front of the arniy, which appeared, 
from the diverfity of the colours and ftandards, 
to be of different nations, extended along the 
Whole breadth of the valley, but the eye could 
not reach the extremity of the rear. In the 
centre appeared the captain-general of the 
empire, borne in a fumptuous chariot, upon 
men's ftioulders, that he might the better judge 
of emergencies, and fee his orders punctually 
obeyed. Near him was the royal flandard of 
"Mexico, which was a net of mafly gold, faftenr 
ed to a pike, crbwned with a plume of variegated 
feathers, and this ftandard was never brought 
into the field but upon the moil extraordinary 
occasions. Indeed this vaft army, with the 
motions of their different weapons, and their 
feathers waving in the wind, formed an appear- 
ance that was at once beautiful and tremen- 
dous. 

Cortes, having taken a view of this dreadfuj 
army, turned with alacrity to his foldiers, and 
told them that they muft either conquer or die ; 
but was immediately interrupted by his men, 
who called out, that he ihould give the word 
and lead them to battle. He was unwilling to 
balk their ardouj, and having ranged them in 
order, immediately advanced. The foldiers 
gave no ftroke either with their lances or iwords, 
but what was fatal. The horfe broke and tram- 
pled under foot thdfe dead bodies that ehdeavour- 
* cd 
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6(1 to tank or inclofe the army, and the Tlafca- 
fans rulhed into the thickeft part of* the enemy. 
In the Srft effort the Spaniards gained ground ; 
But the* Mexicans fought with great obftinacy, 
and ho fborier was one corps cut in pieces, than 
it was fucceeded by another. The battle beings 
continually renewed by frelh fupplies of men ; 
to that the Spaniards muft at laft have been 
{pent with ihceflant labour and fatigue. Cortes, 
who fought on horfeback, fuccoured thofe who 
moft needed his affiHance, carrying death and 
terror wherever he came. While he was in this 
foliation, and was reflecting that the ftrerigth 
6t his Men muft foon fail, he recollected that 
he had heard among the Mexicans, that th* 
whole fccceft of the battle depended upon the 
royal ftandard, the lofmg of which decided the 
fortune of the day* Upon which he inftantly 
refolved to make an extraordinary effort, in or- 
der to obtain it, and commanded Sandoval Al- 
verado De Olid, and Davila, to follow and fe- 
dure his rear, while he, With his troop of hOrfe, 
charged that part which appeared weakeft and 
iteareft the centre* This troop trod down whole 
Bittaiifrns, and lbon cut their Way to the place 
Where the Imperial ftandard Was defended by 
2 guard tOmbofed of the nObleS ; When Cof tes 
Qmrring hh horfe through the midttof them, 
wounded ttoe captain-general, and threw him 
from his chariot with the firft ftroke of his 
lance, and Juan de Salamanca, a private gen- 
tleman, leaped from his horfe, difpatched the 
general, and feisring the ftandard, gave it into 
the hands of Cortes. 

The 
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The Mexicans no fooner beheld the Imperial 
ftandard in the power of the Spaniards., than 
they ftruck all the reft of their colours, and be- 
took themfelves to a precipitate flight; while 
the victorious Spaniards made a dreadful (laugh- 
ter of the fugitives, 20,000 Indians being faid to 
be killed in the battle and purfuit. On the fide 
of the Spaniards fome were wounded, of which 
number two or three died at Tlafcala, and 'Cortes 
himfelf received a violent blow on his head 
with a ftone, which battered his head-piece, and 
made a (mall fracture in his fkull. The fppils 
which Cortes divided among the" fcldiers, was 
very confiderable : for the Mexicans, depending 
upon their number, which amounted to 200,000, 
came adorned with the beft jewels, as to a cer T 
tain triumph. 



CHAP. XIV. 

Cortes marches to the City of Tlafcala, where the 
Spaniards meet with a joyful Reception. The 
Tlafcalans receive an £mhajffy from the ne*w 
JEmperor of Mexico, to excite them to take Arms 
again/} the Spaniards, and Xicotencal private- 
ly efpoufes their Caufe ; but is dif covered. Cor- 
tes defeats the Tepeacans. Another Mexican 
Army attacks the Spaniards, and is entirely 
routed. 



T. 



HE Spaniards now purfued their march, 

but not without fome fufpicion of being a- 
gain attacked, as feveral bodies of men were 
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feen on the tops of the mountains, but they 
proceeded without moleftation, and the next day 
they entered the confines of Tlafcala, when the 
whole army expreffed their joy by loud accla- 
mations, and the Tlafcalans kiffed the earth. 
Here they refted themfelves by a fine fpring of 
fveih water, when Cortes obferved to the people 
the great importance of preferving the friend- 
ship of the Tlafcalans, exhorting them to treat 
the inhabitants of the city with kindnefs and 
civility, and to avoid giving offence to the 
roeaneft citizen. At noon Cortes entered Gua* 
lipar, a confiderable town, where he was re- 
ceived with great hofpitality, and having quar- 
k tered his troops there, Jie fent two Tlafcalans 
1 $0 the fenate, with an account of his retreat 
and fuccefs; but the meflengers were fcarcely 
difmifled, when he was vifited by Magifcatzjn, 
Old Xicotencal, with his fon, and others deputed 
by the fen ate to compliment him upon his 
return. They congratulated him upon his vic- 
tory, teftified the deepeft concern for his wounds, 
lamented the lofs of fo many Spaniards, in- 
veighed againft the Mexicans, and offered to 
affift him in his revenge with all the forces of 
the republic and her allies. They propofed his 
immediately proceeding to the city, where 
quarters were already provided for the Spaniards. 
But he chofe to remain in his prefent fituation, 
till his people fhould be refrefhed and intirely 
recovered from their fatigues, to which the 
Tlafcalans the more readily a/Tented, as this 
would give them time to prepare for his re- 
ception, 
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Ceptioa, and his entering the city in a fblemn 
triumph. * 

The Spaniards were liberally fupplied with 
heceuaries at the expence of the public, during 
a ftay of three days at Gualipar, when adorning 
themselves With the plumes and jewels of the 
VantittUhed Mexicans, they began their march 
for Tlafcala, which they entered in July 1520. 
The fenate in their richefl robes came out with 
a numerous attendance to receive them; the 
fields were crowded with people ; the air was 
filled with acclamations, and they were faluted 
at their entrance With the founds of flutes, 
drums and horns. The feftival kept in honour 
of their tfiiimph, continued fome days, during 
which theTlafcalans celebrated tile vi&ory with 
all the diveffidn* praftifed in that part of the 
world. They contended in leaping, Wreftling, 
funning, and tiioOtihg with arrows at a mark, 
and In the evenings Were exhibited different 
kinds of rope-dancing, with a kind of maf- 
<juerade. Cortes was deeply moved with the 
afle&ion they fhewed on this occafion : his of- 
ficers behaved towards thefe faithful allies with 
the utmoft cordiality, and the common foldiers 
geheroufly fhared with them the jewels and 
Other fpoils they had obtained from the Mexi- 
cans. 

« But in the midft 6f* this feftival a damp was 
given to the public joy by Cortes's illrtefs. - The 
wound in his head broke out afrelh, he was 
fehsed with a dangerous fever, and his friends 
began to defpair of his life. The mirth of 
Tlafcala was inftantly changed into mourning, 

and 
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and both the npbles and people eyprefied 
their conc^fn, by conftantly enquiring after his 
health. But the fenate employing the molt 
expert phyficians of the country, he fpeedily re- 
covered. 

Cortes now immediately longed to know the 
(late of affairs at Vera Cruz, and therefore fent 
a letter to the governor, by an Indian courier, 
who foon returned with an anfwer, that no 
alteration had yet happened in the garrifon 
or on the coaft, and that Narvaez and Sal- 
vatiera were ftill in fafe cuftody ; but that a 
corporal and eight foldiers, who had been fent 
to Tlafcala for the gold belonging to the gar- 
rifon, were not returned ; tfrat it was reported 
among the Indians, that they were murdered 
in the province of Tepeaca, and that it was fear- 
ed the wounded foldiers belonging to Narvaez 
had met with the fame fate ; for being impati- 
ent to reaeh Mexico, which they confidered as th* 
centre of their wealth, they as faft as they re- 
covered, had marched away from Zempoalla 
for that city. Indeed the truth of this report 
was new confirmed by the Tlafcalans, who had 
hitherto concealed it from Cortes, left it mould 
retard his recovery, and he had the martifu ati- 
c*» to find himfelf thus deprived of a reinforce- 
ment of near 50 Spaniards, who had been de- 
stroyed by the Indians pf Tepeaca. Cortes there- 
fore refolved to be revenged on that nation, 
which lay between him and Vera Cruz, and the 
Tlafcalans promised to intereft themfelves in the- 
quarrel* 

At 
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At this time ambafladors from tlje new em- 
peror of Mexico arrived at Gualipar, whence 
they fe'nt to defire leave of the fenate to enter 
the city, with propofals of peace; and this 
being granted, with the con fen t of Cortes they 
made their public entry with great fplendour and 
folemnity , preceded by the carriers who brought 
the prefents, which, as ufual, confilted of gold 
and filver, fine cotton cloths, plumes and other 
curioiities. The ambafladors richly adorned 
with jewels, and attended by a numerous reti- 
nue, were received in the fenate-houfe, where 
they made offers of peace and perpetual alli- 
ance, on condition of their declaring war again ft 
the Spaniards, and affifting them in their en- 
deavours to extirpate thofe infolent Grangers. 
Their fpeech was interrupted by the murmurs 
of the afTembly, who were exafperated at the 
propofal. However, they were permitted to re- 
tire to the lodgings affigned them, till the fe- 
nate fhould deliberate upon the fubjeft of the 
embafly, when it was unanimoufly agreed to 
reject their propofals. But the ambafladors did 
not wait for a formal difmifiion : for dreading 
left fome popular infurredlion fhould be railed 
again ft them, they fled with great precipitation. 
Notwithftanding the regard the Tlafcalans 
upon this, and other occafions, fhewed for the 
Spaniards, Xicotencal ftill hated and envied 
Cortes, and had hitherto difguifed thefe difpo- 
fitions under the mafque of friendfhip. Though 
he did not fo much as fpeak in the fenate, in be- 
half of the Mexican propofals, he took the op- . 
portunity of fowing jealoufies among the people, 

by 
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by means of his friends, who privately magni- 
fied the advantages of an alliance with the 
Mexicans, and reprefented their friend fhip for 
the Spaniards, as a dangerous connection, that 
would intail flavery and oppreflion upon them 
and their pofterity. The fenate was foon in- 
formed of thefe practices^ and upon this occa- 
sion held a confutation, at which Xicotencal's 
father gave his opinion, that his fon mould fuf- 
fer death, as a fower of fedition ; but out of 
refpett to the grey hairs and character of the 
father, they were unwilling to deprive him of 
life ; they however ordered that he mould be 
brought before them in chains, when they re- 
proached him for his perfidious dealings ; de- 
prived him of all the honours he enjoyed,* and 
caufed him to be thrown down the flairs of the 
fenate-houfe. A few days after this- degrada- 
tion, Xicotencal implored forgivenefs of Cortes, 
who did not know of his crime till after the 
punifhment was inflicted, and by his interpo/i- 
tion in his behalf, he was reftored to his former 
rank and honours. 

Xicotencal now endeavoured to atone for his 
fault by his diligence in aflembling the troops 
of the republic. Mean while the foldiers wha 
came with Narvaez, being difgufted at the fa- 
tigues and dangers they had undergone, and in- 
timidated at the thoughts of a new war, loudly 
exclaimed againft the expedition to Tepeaca, and 
even delivered a formal proteftation to Cortes, 
Signifying their refufal to undertake that enter- 
prize, and their defire to march immediately for 
Vera Cruz, where they might, be nearer at hand 

to 
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to follicit reinforcement fi-Qm ?t- DgmingQ a&4 

Jamaica. 

Cortes was greatly provoked at thb infolent 
remonftrance ; but thought proper to diiguife 
his refentment, and to reprefent to them, that 
as the Tepeacans had feized the pajTes of tjw 
mountains, it was impoffible fqr them to rsaci 
Vera Cruz without fighting them, in which h« 
mould be affifted by tfce Tlafcalan troops, that 
were affembling for that purpofe ; but he ?fii?re4 
the. m that as foon as thofe Indians flwujd bf A?b- 
dued, they who. were unwilling to fojlow hi 
fortune, fhouhj have free leaye tp ojepart. 

Cortes, haying thus reconciled his troops to the 
fervice, marched with 8oqq choice TlafcaJans 
commanded by officers of diitingu$ie4 valour, 
and left the care of bringing ujj tjie reft \q #i- 
cotencal. Haying procee<ief three leagues tfyey 
fpent the night iri a village ab^n^oned by $e 
enemy ; and .the next morning Cprtes ordej? 4 
fome peafants, who had been taken by the ad- 
vanced gf ar4, to be brought before hmi f gave 
them fome prefents, and fet them at liberty, on 
their jpromi/ing to. tejl the Cacique of Tepeaca, 
in his name, that he was come toreyengs the dp?th 
of the Spaniards, whom thev had treach e r9uHy 
murdered, yet if they would jojp.him and his 
allies again ft the Mexicans, he WQul.df,ard.<m what 
was pafled, and confider them as friends. With 
this meflage the Indians departed, and returned 
the ne^t day with an anfwer, in which all 
terms of peace were rejected, and the .Spaniards 
threatened with being carried to the altars of 
their jods. The Tepeacans now took the ficty 

in 
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in order to Hop their march, and formed an am- 
bufcade in fome fields of maize, which might 
have turned to their advantage, had not their 
impatience occafioned their being difcovered by 
Cortes, when at a considerable diftance. He 
however marched on as if he had not the leafl 
fufpicion ; but fuddenly wheeling about, attack- 
ed them with great fury, and made a prodigious 
daughter. The battle foon become general; 
but though the Tepeacans fought with great 
bravery, they were loon thrown into confufion, 
and being deierted by their Mexican allies, were 
totally routed, with the lofs of almoft their whole 
army. They therefore the fame night lent de- 
puties to implore the mercy of the conqueror. 

The next day Cortes marched with his army, 
into the city, where the inhabitants threw them- 
felves at his feet with marks of extreme fear. 
But upon his ordering his interpreters to pro- 
claim king Charles, and a general pardon in 
the name of that prince, their apprehenfions 
were converted in to joy, and they in treated Cor- 
tes to take their city into his protedlion, that 
they might never more be influenced by the 
Mexicans to renounce their treaty with the Spa- 
niards. Cortes inftantly took advantage of this 
requeft, fortified the city with pallifadoes and a 
trench, and built a kind of citadel to keep them 
in obedience, and fecure the paffage to Vera 
Cruz. But before this work was begun, he fent 
all the prifoners who had been taken in the bat- 
tle to Tlafcala, where, by his direction they 
were publicly fold for (laves. 

Vol. II. M Some 
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Some time after X ieotencal arrived with 3 5 ,000 
more troops, when Cortes, in order to keep them 
employed, fen t different detachments, under the 
conduct of Spaiiim officers, to reduce ibme ports 
of the province of Tepeaca, from whence they 
returned victorious, after they had inrtched 
themfeives with a considerable booty, and a great 
number of captives, who were alfo fold lor 
Hares. 

Quetlavaca, emperor of Mexico, dying about 
this time, the elecWs conferred the Imperial 
dignity upon Quatimesan, fon-in-law to Monte- 
zuma, a yoong prinee of great fagacity, who 
rmmediately encouraged the Soldiers with re- 
wards and confideraWe privileges ; treated his 
nobles with affability, and exempted his fttfeje&s 
from all tribute during the continuance of the 
war; made prefents to the Caciques on his 
frontiers, in order to confirm him in their fide- 
lity, and fcnt an army of 30,000 men for their 
fupport. 

Cortes received an account of thefe tranfh&i- 
ons from ibme deputies from the Cacique of 
Guacachula, a populous and warlike city, Htu- 
ated in the road to Mexico, who came to com- 
plain of the tyranny of the Mexicans, and to 
implore the affritance of the Spaniards egainft 
them. As Cortes made no doubt of this Ca- 
cique's Sincerity, and thought it highly neceJTa- 
ry to expel the enemy from fiich an important 
place, he immediately formed a body of 30,000 
Tla4cafans, with 300 Spaniards, and 13 horfe, 
and the next morning lent this army with the 
envoys of Guacachula, under the command of 

Chriftoval 
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Chri&oval de Olid, who was directed to repulfe 
the enemy, and take poiFdfion of the town* 
They proceeded very chearfully for fix leagues, 
when being about that diitance from Gu&cachu* 
la, they were told by the pea&nts, that the em- 
peror of Mexico was marching againft them with 
all his forces, and this report made fuch an im- 
preffion upon Narvaea's foldiers, that they po- 
sitively refufed to proceed, and De Olid round 
it very difficult to prevail on them to break this 
refolution. This difpute was Scarcely ended* 
when feveral bodies of armed men were fee* ad* 
vancing towards them from the mountains with 
great expedition. Upon which £>e Olid itifUnN 
ly drew up his people in order of battle. How-* 
ever fome horfe, which he had fent out for intel- 
ligence, ibon informed him, that thefe Indians 
were commanded by the Cacique of Guazocingo, 
and fome of his neighbours, whofe dominions 
bad been ravaged by the Mexicans, and who 
were coming to autit the Spaniards. The TLf- 
- calans however fufpected their motives, and per-* 
fuaded the Spaniards that they were not to be 
trailed, as they were probably fent by the Mexi- 
cans in order to fall upon the Spaniards during 
the engagement. This opinion had fuch an 
effect upon De Olid, that he immediately caufed 
the Caciques to be feized, aad fent in irons to 
Cortes* who continued at Tepeaca. This incon-. 
fiderate action, however, produced no ill confe- 
rence, for as the Indians really came with a 
defiga to aflifl Cortes, they refolved to wait 
patiently for his determination, which they 
hoped would do juitice to their fincerity, and 
M 2 indeed 
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indeed they were not difappointed. Cortes ap- 
peared equally difpleafed and concerned at 
feeing the Caciques in chains, and inftantly or- 
dered their fetters to be knocked off, received 
them in the moft friendly manner, and made an 
apology for the rafhnefs of his captain, whom 
he promifed to reprimand, and then fet oat 
with them in pcrfon to take the command of the 
troops. 

Cortes no fooner arrived at the camp, than 
every thing like mutiny difappeared ; he blamed 
De Olid for his inconfiderate behaviour, and 
joining his new allies marched dire&ly towards 
Guacachula. The Mexicans, being informed of 
his motions, advanced between him and the 
city, and began the battle with great fury, 
when the Caciques of Guacachula taking advan- 
tage of this opportunity, fell fuddenlyupon the 
rear of the Mexicans, who in a little more than 
half an hour were entirely defeated. The Spa- 
niards then entered the city, where they took up 
their quarters, while the Tlafcalans, and the 
other confederates, whofe number was continu- 
ally increasing, ftaid without the wall, and many 
other Caciques joining them, Cortes's army, 
foon after the battle amounted to 120,000 
men. 

Cortes now refolved to reduce Yzucon, a town 
naturally of great ftrength, fortified with walls 
and ravelins, defended in front by a river, and 
garrifoned with 10,000 Mexicans who had broke 
down the bridge in order to difpute thepaffage. 
Notwithstanding thefe difcouraging circumftan- 
ces, De Olid, who commanded the vanguard, at- * 

tempted 
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tempted to crofs the river, and though his horfc 
was killed under him, and himfelf wounded in 
the thigh, he with his troops gained the oppofite 
bank, and drove the enemy into the city, which 
they made a mew of defending ; but the Spani- 
ards had fcarce received orders for the attack, 
when the cries of the enemy fuddenly ceafed ; 
the garrifon difappeared, 'and the city was for- 
iaken by the inhabitants ; but fome of the fu- 
gitives being brought back, were inftantly difr 
charged with the offer of a pardon and good 
treatment to all who fliou Id return to their noufes, 
and this had fuch an efFecl, that the town was 
almo& £lled the fame day. The fpoil obtained 
in both tbefe actions Cortes diftributed among 
his new allies, and then returned with the Tlai- 
calans to Tepeaca* where the fort and fettlement 
was now compleated, to which he gave the name 
of Segura de la Frontera. 



CHAP. XV. 

Several Ships arrive upon the Coaft with Recruits 
from Fela/quescy nvbo all join Cortes* Depu- 
ties font to the Court of Spain to defire more 
Affiftanct. The Spaniards march towards Mexi- 
co. Cortes* s Expedition againft Tezevco, where 
hefets up et new Cacique* 



A 



__ SHIP arrrived about this time at St. Juan 
de Olua, with thirteen Spanifli soldiers, fome 
provifions and ammunition, and two horfts, 
fent by Diego de Velafquez to Naryaea ; under 
M 3 the. 
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the command of Pedro de Barba. Pedro de Ca- 
vallero, who commanded fome troops on the 
coaft, difcovering this veffel, put off from fhore 
in a boat, and faluted the new-comers with 
great civility ; when Pedro de Barba enquiring 
after Narvaez, he replied without heiitation, 
that he was well and in great profperity ; for 
all thofe countries had fubmitted to him, while 
Cortes, with a few of his followers, had fled to 
the mountains. De Barba being deceived by 
this intelligence, landed without diftruft, and 
was conducted to Vera Cruz, where finding him- 
felf outwitted, he readily embraced Cortes 's in- 
tereft, and received the command of a company 
of crofs-bows. After which Cortes gained the 
affections of the foldiers, by making them pre- 
sents, with which they were fo pleafed, that 
they readily enlrfted in his fervice. He then 
read the letter intended for Narvaez, in which 
Velafquez promifed to fend him powerful fuc- 
cours, and ordered him to tranfport Cortes to 
Cuba, that he might be conveyed as a criminal . 
to Spain, where the bifhop of Burgos intended 
to make a public example of him in the mqfk 
ignominious manner. 

Eight days after a fecond fhip arrived with 
eight foldiers more, and a confiderable quantity 
o farms and ammunition, and the officer who 
commanded this veuel, being alfo trepanned by 
Cavallero, and fent to Segura, both he and his 
men alfo entered into the fervice of Cortes. 

As the general was refolved to make a new 
attempt to conquer Mexico, he formed the fcheme 
of building 12 or 13 brigan tines, that Jhould 
be able to refift the Indian canoes, in order to 

efcapc 
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efcape the danger of paffing the caufeways, and 
thefe he propofed to carry in pieces on the moul- 
ders of the Indian carriers, over the mountains 
of Tlafcala, to a river in the neighbourhood of 
the lake. This lingular project he communi- 
cated to Martin Lopez, who not only approved 
of the defign, but undertook to execute it with 
the utmoft facility, and was therefore immedi- 
ately fent to Tlafcala, with all the Spanifti car- 
penters, and a number of Indians to cut wood. 
He at the fame time employed many hands in 
extracting pitch from trees that £rew upon the 
mountains, and fent others to the volcano difco- 
vered by Diego de Ordaz, from whence they 
■ brought a large quantity of fulphur, which was 
made into gun-powder. Theie previous fteps 
being taken, Cones left inftru&ipns with the 
new council of Segura, and having appointed a 
commander of the garrifon, which confifted of 
about twenty Spanilh foidiers, fet out for Tlaf- 
cala. 

It has been already obferved that Francifco 
de Garay, governor of Jamaica, had fent to or- 
der Cortes not to make any fettlement on this 
coaft. But notwithstanding the difappointment 
he met with in having his meffengers feized, he 
now refumed the enterprize, and fent three (hips, 
but his foldiers had no fooner landed, than they 
were attacked with fuch fury by the Indians, 
that they were obliged to return to their fhips 
in great diforder. ' His ihips were afterwards 
Separated for fome days, when each of them 
feverally formed the fame defign, and without 
knowing the fentiments of each other arrived 
almoil at the fame inftant on the coaft of Vera 
Cruz, in order to ferve under Cortes. The firft 

fhip 
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fltip that made land had forty Spaniflt foldiers oti 
ooaed, and was Command*! by captain Camago ; 
the fecond brought fifty men, and fcven horfts, 
under the command of a brave and experienced 
officer named Miguel Dia* de Cruz ; and the 
third brought about 40 foldiers, ten horfes, and 
great plenty of arm* and provifions, and was 
commanded by captain Ramirea. 

Thefe people took the road to Tlafcala, and 
were received with joy by the general and his 
people : but notwithstanding th« acquifttkm of 
ftrength, the foldiers brought by Narvaes were 
ftill importunate for leave to return to the ifland 
of Cuba, and reminding Cortes of the promife 
he had made before they fet out on the expedi- 
tion td Tepeaca 5 he was now the more inclined 
to grant their requfcft, for his having received 
this reinforcement of men, whom he imagined 
would be more obedient to his command. He 
therefore caufed proclamation to be made that 
all who defired to return fhouldbefurnifhed with 
veflels and other neceflaries. Upon which the 
greateft part of thofe who came with Narvaes 
Jeieed this opportunity of returning to Cuba, 
among whom was Andres de Duero, who had 
been Cortes's particular friend. 

Cortes, having directed Alverado to fee thefe 
rnen embark, fent orders to the confederates to 
get ready to fnarch on the firft notice, aad in 
the mean time refoived to equip a veffel, and 
fend other agents to Spain, in order to for- 
ward the negotiations of Portocarrero andMon- 
tejo, and to define them to fend 1dm an ac- 
count of his interelt at court, about which he 

was 
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was very anxious. For this purpofe, he wrote 
a memorial to the king, which contained an 
account of all the incidents that had happened, 
from the time of his marching out of Zempoalla, 
till his retreat to Tlafcala, with an account of the 
wealth, power and extent of the Mexican em « 
pire, and the alliances he had concluded with 
the Indian nations, as the moil proper means of 
fringing that vaft and fertile country under the 
dominion of Spain. He defired fpeedy juftice 
againft the proceedings of Diego de Velafquez 
and Francifco de Garay, follicited fuccours of 
men, horfes, arms, and ammunition ; and be- 
fought his majefty to fend fome ecclefiaftics of 
approved virtue, to affift father de Olmeda in 
the converiion of the Indians. The two coun- 
cils of Vera Cruz and Segura alfo wrote to his 
majefty on thefe fubje&s. 

Cortes intruded thefe difpatches to the care of 
Diego de Ordaz and Alonzo de Mendoza, who 
a few days after embarked for Spain, after their 
having received private inftru&ons to conceal 
their commimon till they mould find Cortes's fa* 
ther and the two agents, with whom they 
were to acl in concert : and to give the greater 
weight to their joint felicitations, they carried a 
fecond prefent for the emperor, * which confifted 
of gold and fome curiofities. He at the fame 
time difpatched Alonzo Davila, and Francifco 
Alvarez Chico with letters to the regulars of St. 
Jerome, who prefided in the royal audience of 
St. Domingo, and had jurifdi&ion over all the 

* Charles I. king of Spain, had fome time before 
been raifed to the Imperial throne, and was the 
fifth emperor of that name. 

iflands 
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Mauds and fit* difeoveries on the main land, 
intreating their fpeedy a&Aance in promoting 
hit fuccefs, and the interposition of their autho- 
rity in putting a flop to the proceeding* of Ve- 
lafquea and Garay : and thefe father* foon feitt 
hint a favourable afcfwcr, ait which they promised 
to fupport the juftke of hid pretentions to the 
king of Spain, and to check all the efforts of 
his rival*. 

After a profperoas voyage * Ordast and Men* 
doza arrived at Setille, where they found the 
eommifBoners of trade had exptefs orders front 
the bifoop of Burgos to iftipri&n any ono ftflt 
from New Spain, and to fetee the gold and other 
inerehandife brought from thence. Therefor* 
leaving the prefent for the emperor in the hand* 
of thole judge*, they thought themfclves happy 
in efcaping with their letter* and difp4t€he*, 
and went in fearth of Martin Cortes* and the 
two agent*, who had been before fent from Mex- 
ico. Thefe perfon* they found at Medellin, and 
being afterwards encouraged by Adri&rio, the 
cardinal regent* to whom they fhewed Cortes'* 
letters, entered a protection agaittA the bifhop 
of Burgos in his Own court, and obtained aver* 
dift in their favour. This fentence being laid 
before the emperor, .who at this time wa* juft 
returned from Germany, it was approved by his 
majefty, and Hernando Cortes was declared a 
faithful fubjed; perpetubl filente wa* ordered to 
be impofed on Velafque*, with refpeft to any 
pretentions to the oonqueftof New Spain, and he 
was only allowed to fue for the money he had 
expended in fitting Out Cortes'* fleet; feveral 

marks 
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marks of the royal favour were bellowed on 
Martin Cortes, on account of his fan's merit; 
fame regulars were framed for the converfion of 
the Indians, and a fleet w« ordered to be fpecd-r 
ily fitted out, with a fupply of men, ammunition, 
and hor&s. 

Cartes in the mean time received another un- 
exposed fuoply of thirteen Spaniih fiddlers, who 
came in order to feek their fortunes, in a veflel 
that arrived at Vera Cruz, laden with arms, 
gunpowder, ahd provifions. He therefore re- 
solved to begin his march, and as the troops of 
his lilies were already aflemhled, he did not 
choofe to wait till the brigaatines were finished. 
It was agreed that their firft attempt mould be 
made upon Tezeuco, which being in the road 
from Tlafcala, and almeft upon the borders of 
the lake, they refolded to fortify and maintain ' 
as a fare retreat, where they might be fheltered 
from all the accidents of war. 

This refutation being taken, Cortes reviewed 
the Spaniards, who amounted to 540 foldiers, 
with 40 horfe, and rune pieces of artillery, that 
were brought on fhore from the mips* 1 his re- 
view was made with great often tation, in order 
to raife the admiration of the Indians, an innu- 
merable concourfe of whom were assembled to 
fee the fpe&acie ; and they were fc delighted 
with the flying colours, and the dexterity of the 
foldiers in managing the hor&s, handling their 
arms, and fainting die general, that they filled 
the air with .acclamations of applau fe. Xicoien - 
cal, at the head of 10,000 Tlafcalans, compli- 
mented Cortes, by appearing in his gayeft accou- 
trements, 
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trements, and performed the Indian exerctfe 
with equal pomp and agility. All his captains 
being adorned with variegated feathers, and 
jewels hanging at their ears and lips, they car- 
ried their two handed fwords under the left arm, 
with the points upwards, and each was attended 
by a page who bore his fhield, on which was re- 
prefented in figures his own warlike atchive- 
ments. 

Cortes, being fenfible of the difficulty of go- 
verning an army compofed of many different 
nations without ftrift difcipline, formed feveral 
articles of war to be obferved on pain of death, 
fuch as that no man mould draw his fword 
againft another, eitheir in their quarters, or upon 
the march. That a Spaniard fhould neither in 
word or a&ion infult a confederate Indian. That 
no man mould violate or abufe a woman, tho* 
belonging to the enemy. That no foldier fhould 
without leave quit the army to go and plunder, 
and that they mould not play away their horfes 
and arms. He alfo prohibited blafphemy, 
fwearing, and other crimes, on pain of infamy, 
and degradation. Thefe orders being inter- 
preted to the commanders of the Indian troops, 
had a furprizing erTeft in reforming their difci- 
pline, and after a few examples had been made, 
they behaved with the utmoft regularity and cir- 
cumfpe&ion. 

The general having fettled thefe wife regula- 
tions, and every thing being ready for the march, 
he caufed the Spaniards to be drawn up, and then 
made a fpeech, in which he exhorted them to 
behave with complacency to the poor Indians, . 

who 



by HERNANDO CORTES. 209 
who had fo warmly efpoufed their intereft, and 
declared his intention to punifh offenders with 
all the rigour of military difcipline ; reminded 
them of the honour they had already acquired ; 
represented the harveft of glory that lay before 
them, and protected that he would upon all oc- 
caiions reward fuperior merit to the utmoft of 
his ability and judgment. 

After this fpeech, which was anfwered with 
loud acclamations, he, on the feaft of Innocents* 
in the year 1520, put himfelf at the head of the 
army, which confuted of 60,000 men, and hav-* 
ing before fun-let marched fix leagues took up 
his quarters in Tezmeluca, a town on the confines 
of Mexico, under the jurifdic\ion of Guacozingo 
who had provided plenty of provifions for the 
whole army. The next day they proceeded 
with all poffible precaution into the enemies 
country, and being informed that the Mexicans 
were aiTembled on the other fide of a mountain, 
in the road to Tezeuco, halted all night in the 
open fields, making large fires on account of 
the weather. Early in the morning they began 
to ajcend the mountain, which was overgrown 
with wood: but having proceeded about a league, 
they found the way blocked up with trees, and 
iharp ftakes fixed in the fand in order to wound 
the horfes. However, thefe impediments were | 
foon removed by a detachment of 2000 Tlafca- 
lans, and fmall parties werefent to guard againft 
ambufcades* Having marched two leagues far- 
ther, they arrived at the fummit of the moun- 
tain, from which they had a view of the great 
lake of Mexico, and faw fires fucceffively kindled 

Vol II. N in 
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in. the diftaat towns, as fignals of their approach. 
Then continuing their march till they got clear , 
of the woods, they defcried the enemy's army 
at a great diAance. It filled a large plain, thro' 
which ran a river collected from the neighbour- • 
ing hills, and over it was laid a fmall woode&i 
bridge, which was left as a decoy to the Spaniel 
ards, whom they intended to attack before they 
could form on the other fide ; but as Cortes ad- , 
vanced, their courage failed them, and they gra- I 
dually retired from the pais* till part of the Spa- 
niards had crofled the bridge, when 20 horfe, 
and a body of Tlafcalans being detached to keep 
them in play, they fled with great precipitati- , 
on, and took fhelter among the rocks and moon* 
tains, whither Cortes did not think fit to pur&e 
them. 

That evening the troops took up their quar- 
ters in a place within three leagues of Tezeuco, 
and the next day continued their march, when 
they obferved ten unarmed Indians hailing to- 
wards them, with a plate of gold fattened to the 
top of a lance, as a fignal of peace. Thefe were 
ambafladors from the Cacique of Tezenca, anil 
came to befeech Cortes to fpare his country, and 
to admit him into the number of his confederates* 
They let him know that he had provided good 
quarters for the Spaniards in the city, and that 
his allies would be fupplicd with all necefTaries 
without the walls. Being examined in private, 
they told Cortes that the prefent emperor had 
threatened their prince with intolerable oppref- 
fion, on account of his having refuied to vote 
for him at his election, which had made him re- 
folve to fue for his protection. 

This 
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This prince was probabjy Cacumazin, who 
had been difpofeliedby Montezuma, and reftored 
by the new emperor on account of his inveteracy 
againft the Spaniards However this be, Cortes 
called a council of his officers, let them know 
4 the propofals he had received, and that he 
*ddnbtcd the CacKjue's uncerity. Upon which 
>' it was refolved to proceed with great precaution, 
and in the mean time to embrace, with feeming 
pleafure, the prdffered alliance, in order to ob- 
tain a free entrance into the town, where they 
might continue upon their guard, and a& as oc- 
casion mould require. Cortes therefore dif- 
patched the ambafladors with thanks, and that 
night lodged in a village by the town, which 
was deferted by its inhabitants, a circumftance 
that increafed the general's fufpicion, efpeci- 
ally as the Cacique did not come out to congra- 
tulate him upon his arrival. In the morning he 
was preparing to attack the town, when he 
I found the gates open, and having entered with- 
out refiftance, he advanced in order through the 
ftreets 'till he arrived at a large fquare in whkh 
he drew up the greateft part of his men, while 
the reft guarded the avenues. The inhabitants, 
who in feveral places appeared in crowds, had 
1 all the figns of fear, and as there was not a 
woman to be feen, the general made no doubt 
of their having formed foroe hoIHle deugn. He 
therefore difpatched feveral Spaftifh officers, and 
foxne Tlafcafauis to take pofleffion of the chief 
temple, which being /performed, they obferved 
great numbers of the inhabitants flying, fome to 
the mountains, and others in canoes to Mexico, 
N 2 whither 
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whither the Cacique himfelf had retired, at- 
tended by a few followers ; for Cortes was foon 
informed, that the Cacique finding, on the re- 
turn of his ambafladors, how ftrongly Cortes 
was fupported by his Indian allies, was afraid of 
putting in execution a fcheme Ire had formed for 
letting the Spaniards into the city, where, being 
in full fecunty, he thought they might be de- 
ftroyed in one night by the Mexicans, whom he 
had promifed to admit in the dark for that pur- 
pofe. Upon receiving this intelligence, Cortes 
refolved to conciliate the affections of the people, 
by forbidding his foldiers, under the fevered pe- 
nalties, to commit the leaft outrage againft the 
inhabitants. All the Spaniards, and part of the 
Tlafcalans, he quartered in the Cacique's pa- 
lace, while the reft, to prevent incommoding the 
people, lodged in the neighbouring ftreets with- 
out entering the houfes. 

The next morning fome of the priefts came 
with a petition in behalf of their gods, to re- 
turn thanks for the moderation with which they 
had been treated, and to defire permiflion for 
the nobles to come and make an offer of their 
obedience and friendfhip. This requeit being 

f ranted, they came in great formality, headed 
y a youth of a genteel mien, who told Cortes, 
that he came with his friends to ferve in his ar- 
my, and hoped they mould deferve his protec- 
tion j Cortes embraced the young man, and hav- 
ing received his followers with marks of refpe&, 
retired with them to a private apartment, in or- 
der to aik them fome queftions by means of his 
interpreters: when they let him know, that 

the 
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the youth was fon to the elder brother of Cacu- 
mazin, and heir to the crown, which that usurp- 
er had poffefled, after murdering the lawful fo- 
vereign, and that he had rendered himfelf odious 
by his tyranny and oppreflion. Upon hearing 
thefe circumftaffces, Cortes refolved to raife this 
young prince to the throne, and the next day 
cauied him to be crowned with great (blemnity, 
when the people exprefled their fatisfa&ion by 
the loudeft acclamations. In confequence of this 
revolution the city was foon re-peopled by the 
return of thofe families that had fled to the 
mountains ; the Mexicans were declared the ene- 
mies of the city, and the Spaniards revered as ' 
its benefa&ors. 



CHAP. XVI. 

Cortes marches to the City of Ixtapalapa, where he 
and his Army narrowly e/cape Being drowned* 
SThe War with Mexico renewed. Several Bri- 
gantines, built by Cortes } s Order at Zempoalla, 
brought in Piece/ to Tezeuco, in order to navi- 
gate the Lakes of Mexico. He takes federal 
Vowns, but is rep»lfed at Tacuba, and his Army 
expofed to great Danger ; whereupon be returns 
to Tezeuco. 



V^4 O R T E S, in order to facilitate his enter- 
prize upon Mexico, and to employ his Indian 
allies now refolved to advance with part of 
his forces to the city of Iztapalapa, fituated fix 
N 3 leagues 
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leagues nearer Mexico, on the fide of the canfo- 
way. He fet out on this expedition with 300 
Spaniards, and 10,000 Tlafcalans, leaving the 
military government of Tezeuco to Gonzalo de 
Sandoval. They began their march by the caufe- 
way, defigning firft to poffefs themfelves of that 
-part of the city which was built upon it, and 
to diflodge the inhabitants, with the artillery 
and fire arms, from the other part that was built 
on the lake. But they no fooner came within 
fight of Iztapalapa, than they were oppoied by 
a body of 8000 Mexicans, who fought with great 
bravery, and then retired into the city, where, 
without flaying to defend the entrance, or (hot 
up the gates, they threw themfelves into the lake, 
and fuddenly disappeared. 

Cortes, finding that the gates were left open, 
entered the city, the higher part of which was 
entirely abandoned, 'and promised to take up 
his quarters there for the night ; but it no foon- 
er began to grow dark, than the Spaniards perv 
ceived the canals overflow, and the water of the 
lake rufhing with great impetuofity from a num- 
ber of Unices . which obliged them to quit the 
place in the greateft hurry to prevent the whole 
army being drowned. 

Cortes was extremely mortified at the fuccefi 
of this ftratagem, and fpent the night on a lit- 
tle rifing ground, where the troops fufFered by 
the wetnefs of their cloaths and the coldnefs of 
the weather, and at day break retreated towards 
Tezeuco, making his men march as faftaspoflible 
tp keep them warm : but they had not advan- 
ced far, when feeing themfelves purfued by a ^uft 

multitude 
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jmiltitude of the enemy, they were obliged to face 
about in order to Aiftain the attack, which was 
.very violent:: .the Mexicans however being foon 
repuHed with confiderable lofs, the army refumed 
-their march * but notwithftanding this the ene- 
a»y rally 'd> and twice returned to the charge, by 
-which titey loft above 6000 men. . '" 

. "While Cones -continued at Tezeuco, many of 
the neighbouring Caciques came to enter into an 
alliance with him againft the emperor of Mexico, 
find among others* deputies .arrived in great hafte 
from the provinces of Chaloo and Otumba, to 
^bllicit affiftance agaiilft an army of Mexicans 
that appeared ;iq>on tbeir frontiers, in order to 
xmniih them Jbr haying entered into an alliance 
with the Spaniards. Sqrtes xefolving to grant 
them immediate am* fiance, detached Gonzalo de 
fiandovai and Francifco de Lugo with 200 Spa- 
niards* 15 horfe, and a body of TJafcalans. 
Thefe were attacked in their march by a body 
of Mexicans, who lay in ambufcade; but though 
*hey were cafily routed, they afterwards aiTemb- 
led a formidable army in the road; however 
Sandoval and Lugo being apprized of their de- 
iign, advanced in great order, and though the 
Mexicans rufhed upon them with great impetu- 
olity, they met with £0 warm a reception from 
.the fire-arms and crofs-bows, as put them to a 
ftand, when the horfe advancing, were followed 
by the infantry and Tlafcalans, who foon threw 
them into confuiion, and being at the fame time 
attacked in the rear by the troops of Otumba 
and Chalco, they were entirely defeated with a 
terrible daughter; and eight of the mofl confi- 
N 4 derable 
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derable perfons in the array were taken prifon- 
ers. After which the Spaniards paired the night 
in the city of Chalco, where they were enter- 
tained with great hofpitaJity ; and as the Chal- 
quefe had long been at enmity with the Tlafca- 
lans, the Spanifh captains feized this opportu- 
nity of propofing a peace between the two nati- 
ons, which was afterwards confirmed by the 4c- 
nateof Tlafcala. 

Sandoval and Lugo, having thus happily ter- 
minated this expedition, returned to Tezeuco, 
when Cortes ordered the eight Mexican prison- 
ers to be brought before him, and received them 
in the midft of his captains with a look of 
great fe verity, while they had all the marks 
of terror and confufion, expecting the puntfh* 
ment they thought inevitable ; but he let them 
know, that though it was in his power to make 
them fuffer for the barbarous cruelties they had 
exercifed on his people, he would convince 
them that the Spaniards were as much their Su- 
periors in generofity, as in value, and that he 
-would grant them both life and liberty, if they 
would promife him to inform their prince, that 
he was coming to demand fatisfadion for their 
perfidioufly attacking him in his retreat from 
Mexico, in direct opposition to the treaty which 
they themfelves had propofed and confirmed. 
But principally to revenge Montezuma's death, 
and that his army being now augmented, he 
would in a ihort time feek the emperor in the 
midft of his court, and lav the city of Mexico 
in aihes, unlefs }ie would me for a peace, which 

fhould 
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ftiould be granted on reafonable terms. He 
then ordered the prifoners to be unchained, and 
to have a boat to carry them to Mexico by wa- 
ter, at which they threw themfelves at his feet, 
and promifed not only to make the emperor 
acquainted with what he faid ; but to ufe their 
utmoft endeavours to procure an acconimoda? 
tion. 

Martin Lopez about this time fent word to 
Cortes that the brigantines were fiqifted, and 
that he would ipeedily &t forward with them, 
the republic of Tlafcafa having provided 10,000 
carriers, and 2000 to relieve thofe who mould 
be tired, beAdes thofe appointed to carry the 
proviiions and ammunition : but that he thought 
it advifeable to flay in the laft town of the Tlaf- 
calans for a convoy of Spaniards, fmce it would 
not be fafe to pafs through the Mexican territo- 
ries without any other force than that of the In- 
dian allies. 

This news filled the army with joy, and Cortes 
immediately gave orders to Sandoval to march 
with 200 Spaniards, 15 horfe, and fome com- 
panies of Tlafcalans towards the territories of the 
republic, in order to eondud Lopez with his 
materials to Tezeuco r This officer accordingly 
(et out, but halted at Zalepeque, a fmall town 
that refufed to fubmit, and was the very place 
where the Spaniards were murdered in their way 
from Vera Cruz to Mexico, for which rcafon he 
had orders to chaftife and reduce the inhabi- 
tants ; but they no fooner perceived the detach- 
ment than they fled to the mountains; when 
Sandoval entering the town, found written with 
N 5 charcoal 
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charcoal upon a wall, In this houfe the unhappy 
Juan Juftinawas taken, witlunany others of his 
companions | and afterwards they found, in one 
pf the temples, the heads of the Spaniards dried 
to preferve them from putrefaction. 

This dreadful fight filled the Spaniards with 
rage, and Sandoval refolved to punifh the in- 
habitants with the utmoft rigour. At this in- 
ftant feveral companies that had been detached 
in purfuit of the fugitives, -returned with a great 
number of men, women and children, after 
having killed upon the mountains all whorefufed 
to furrender. Thefe poor creatures, half dead 
with fear, implored the mercy of the Spaniards 
by their tears, and outcries, and foon moved 
them to companion. Sandoval privately deiired 
the officers to intercede in their behalf, that they 
might fet the greater value upon their pardon, 
which he at length granted, and received the 
fubmiffion of the Cacique and principal citizens, 
who afterwards ftri&ly adhered to the Spani- 
ards. 

The remains of the murdered Spaniards be* 
ing decently interred, Sandoval continued his 
march to the frontiers of Tlafcala, where Mar- 
tin Lopez received him with joy. He had witfi 
him a young officer called Chichemecal, who 
commanded the Tlafcalan reinforcement, and 
had been with difficulty perfuaded to wait for 
the Spanifh detachment, he being extremely de- 
firous of diftinguiihing himfelf againil the Mexi- 
cans. The men having been allowed Sufficient 
time/or reft and refrefhment, Sandoval prepared 
for marching back to Tezeuco, when Chi- 
chemecal 
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<cnemecal took fiich umbrage at his being ftation- 
«d in the rear, that he could fcarcely be prevailed 
upon to proceed, till Sandoval propofed to march 
along with liim. The vanguard confifted of 
part of the Spaniards and Tlafcalans who came 
from Tezeuco. The carriers marched rank and 
file with their burdens, and being properly fe- 
cured on their flanks, formed the main body,' 
while the sear was brought up by the new re- 
inforcement. In this order they marched thro' 
the Mexican territories, without being molefted 
by the enemy, though different bodies of Mexi- 
cans frequently appeared on *he diftant hills* 
{in their approaching Tezeuco, they were met 
by Cortes and the Cacique of that city, and 
made their entrance into it amidft the acclama- 
tions of the whole army, after which all the ma- 
terials were feparately flared in a large work- 
boufe prepared for that purpofe near the canals. 
Cortes, being informed that the vefTels could 
not be fmilhed in lefs than 20 days, refolved to 
engage in fome enterprize, and therefore, leav- 
ing the government of Tezeuco to Sandoval, put 
himfelf at the head of a detachment of 250 
uSpanifh infantry, 20 horfe, and a numerous body 
4>f the nobles of Tezeuco ; 15,000 Tlafcalans, 
under the command of' Chichemecal, and about 
5000 commanded by Xicotencal ; and began his 
march towards Yaltocan, a town five leagues 
tfrom Tezeuco, ikuated upon one of the fmall 
lakes that difcharged themfelves into the great 
lake of Mexico, refolving to chaftife the inha- 
bitants fof* returning an infolent anfwer, and 
grounding 4ihe meflengers he had fent to require 

their 
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their obedience. He found the Mexicans drawn 
up in order of battle at a fxnall diftance from the 
town ; bat after the firft difcharge of the fire- 
arms and crofs-bows, the horfe rawed in amongft 
them, pat them into diforaer, and they were foon 
entirely defeated, with a great (laughter, thofe 
who fnrvived (lying to the mountains. 

After this vi&ory, Cortes deferred making an 
afiault upon the town 'till the next day. But 
the entefprife was found much more difficult 
than was imagined, for it was fituated in the 
lake, and the bridge or caufeway being broke 
down, it was entirely furrounded with water, 
whence it would have been impoffible to have 
carried the place, had not Cortes been informed 
by one of the Indians of Tezeuco, that a little 
higher the lake was fordable. He immediately 
ordered two companies of Spaniards, fupported 
by a large number of the allies, to pafs over, 
which they performed in (bite of the enemy, 
who boldly defended the pafiage with their (lings 
and arrows, and obliged every man to fight 
while he was up to the middle in water ; but 
the Mexicans were no fooner driven from the 
fhore, andobferved the Spaniards drawing up in 
a plain near the town, than retiring with preci- 
pitation to their canoes, they left the place un- 
guarded, upon which the Spaniards entered with- 
out oppofition. The foldiers were allowed to 
plunder the town, in order to punim the inha- 
bitants ; but they had left very little behind 
them ; however, fome loads of corn and fait were 
franiported to the army, with confidetable quan- 
tities 
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tities of cotton cloths, and fome jewels, which 
had not been concealed ; fire was then fet to the 
principal temples, in order to ftrike terror into 
the fugitives ; after which the army repaired the 
ford. 

Cortes then continued his march, and found 
feveral towns, fituated upon the lake, that had 
been abandoned by the inhabitants, in each of 
which he lodged one night, in order to make 
obfervations, and afterwards retired without fuf- 
fering any damage to be done to the buildings, 
to fliew the Indians that he never ufed rigour, but 
when he met with refinance. 

He now advanced towards Tacuba, a place 
of great importance, on account of its being 
nearer to Mexico than any of the other towns ' 
upon the lake; but he only defigned to take a 
view of it, in order to form fome fcheme for at- 
tacking it at a more convenient opportunity. 
Upon his approaching the town, he obferved a 
vail multitude of the enemy, and in an inftant 
(hey poured upon him with their ufual impe- 
tuofity ; but after feveral ineffectual efforts they 
fled, and were purfued with great ilaughter. 
The Spaniards paffed the night in the field of 
battle, and tne next morning were again affault- 
ed by the enemy, who on their being once more 
routed, fled into Tacuba, and being clofely pur- 
fued, fome of the Spaniards and allies entered 
with- them ; and maintained the fight within the 
city, 'till night approaching, Cortes ordered them 
to be called back, and to fet fire to the houfes, 
in order to employ the Mexicans, and give the 
Spaniards time to make their retreat. 

Cortes 
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Cortes ftaid five days in this place, during 1 
which he was frequently attacked by the Indians, 
who were always driven back to the city with 
jgreat lofs, whence he began to entertain hopes 
of carrying the town after the garrifon mould be 
wafted by thefe diurnal fallies. At length he 
obferved a confiderable body of Mexicans adr 
vancing on the caufeway, and having permitted 
a part of them to pafs and draw up on the main 
land, he charged them with great fury, when, 
after a faint refinance, they fled towards the 
caufeway, and he following fell into the (hare 
they had laid for him j for his troops were no 
fooner crowded on this narrow pavement, than 
the Mexicans faced about, while innumerable ca- 
noes failed out of Mexico, and invefled both 
fides of the caufeway, by which means the Spa- 
niards were at the fame time attacked in front, 
flank, and* rear. What rendered their fituation 
ftill more dangerous, many of the Mexicans were 
armed with longfpears, pointed with the fwords 
they had taken from the unfortunate foldiers who 
had been killed in their retreat from that city. 
In this emergency Cortes formed a front every 
way, made great havock among the enemy, ana 
at length brought off his troops, many of whom 
were wounded, and a pair of. colours in great 
danger of being taken. 

Cortes being fenfible of the difficulty of re- 
ducing Trxuba, returned to Tezeuco, where he 
had the fatisfa&ion of learning that a veflel was 
arrived at Vera Cruz, laden with a great quan- 
tity of arms and ammunition, with a perfon on 
board named Julian de Alderete, who came in 

the 
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the character of the king's treafurer, and fome 
§panifh foldiers of difiinclion, -who inltantly 
inarched to Tlafcala, where they obtained an, 
efcort which condufte4 them to Tejgttfcov 

: — __ jp: — 

CHAP, XVII, 

Sandoval obtains three Yiclories over a Mexican 
Army, Cortes marches to Suchimilco; makes an 
unfuccefsful Attempt tofcale a Mountain defend? 
td by the Mexicans ; defeats a Mexican Army y 
. obtains afecond Viclory before Suchimilco, and 
takes that City, where be narrowly ef capes being 
carried Prifoner to Mexico. 

jfx BOUT this time the Caciques of Chalco 
and Thumanalco fending meflengers to Cortes 
to defire his afiiftance againft a powerful army 
of Mexicans, he ordered Sandoval to march with 
a body of forces to their relief. The Mexicans 
had fortified themfelves in fome hollow ways, 
where they were fecured from being attacked by 
the horfe, whence Sandoval with great difficulty, 
diflodged them. They however rallied upon 
the plain, where they again foon gave way, and 
<lifperfed; but the Spaniards purfuing them, 
made fuch a terrible flaughter, that the greateft 
part of them were cut to pieces. 

Immediately after, Sandoval being informed 
that a body of 14 or 15,000 Mexicans were ad- 
vancing towards him, the troops were called in 
from the purfuit, and being again ranged in order 
of battle, marched to meet them ; but thefe frefh 

forces, 
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forces, being foon routed, fled in great confufion 
to the town of Guaftapeque ; the Spaniards en- 
tered the place at the fame time, and dividing 
into feveral ftreets, drove oat the enemy with a 
terrible daughter. Sandoval allowed the foldi- 
ers to plunder the place, but foon after the Ca- 
cique and principal inhabitants making their 
fubmiflion, Sandoval took them into his pro- 
tection. 

The next day, Sandoval being informed that 
the Mexicans, who had efcaped from the two 
laft engagements had rendezvoufed at Capifllan, a 
he marched immediately to that town, which ^ 
was iituated on the top of a high rock, .whence ' 
the Mexicans, truftrng to their fituation, exas- 
perated the Spaniards by their reproaches* 1 
Sandoval ordered the troops of Chalco and Tlaf- l\ 
cala to advance, on account of their being ac- 
cuilomed to thofe rugged paiTes; but they did j 
not obey him with their uiual alacrityXfcaf\lie A 
obferving their backwardnefs, began tojhgytgt 
the rocks at the head of the Spaniarg , s,"^w1^p 
his example animated them to fuch a degree^ g 
that they clambered up with furprifing intrepi- 1 
dity. The Mexicans feeing this retired witfi J| 
marks of defpondence into the town, but were *] 
afterwards driven out to the very edge of tjie 
precipice, and all who did not throw themfelve* 
down were put to the fword. 

Sandoval in thefe three engagements deftroyed 
the Mexican army to a man. However, the em- 
peror ordered a new army to march, over whom I 
the Chalquefe, after a deiperate action, obtained 
a complete vi&ory. 

Cortes 
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Cortes now refolved to penetrate in perfon as 
far as Suchimilco, a town upon the lake, with 
a broad caufeway, which joined thofe that led 
to Mexico, and this was a feafonable relief to 
the Chalquefe, who had difcovered a new army 
of Mexicans on that fide . The confederate Ca- 
ciques were already aflembled in the city of 
Chalco, when Cortes unexpectedly arrived, and 
filled the city with joy and gratitude. That 
general being then told by the Indian fcouts, 
that the Mexicans had taken pofleflion of fome 
alttioft inaccefllble mountains on the road to 
Suchimilco, marched dire&ly to a town which 
he found deferted by its inhabitants, and in 
which he fpent the night. The next morning 
he entered the mountainous country by a nar- 
row and difficult path ; while the Mexicans (hew- 
ed themfelves from the tops of the eminences 
on each fide. The army marched till they ar- 
rived at an opening. There Cortes ordered the 
ment^attack a considerable fortrefs, where the 
enemy appeared in great numbers ; and with- 
out waiting "to choofe the leaft difficult path, 
commanded Pedro de Barba and Bernal Diaz de 
Caftillo to begin the attack. The Mexicans at 
firft retired in feeming confuiion ; but when the 
Spaniards had mounted to the moft dangerous 
fart of the precipice, they fuddenly returned 
with hideous outcries, and rolled down large 
ftones, which bore down every thing in their 
way. Cortes then feeing the impoipibility of fuc- 
ceeding, gave orders for their retreat, upon 

which 
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which they retired with the lofs of four Spani- 
ards killed, and a number of them wounded. 

Cortes now ordered the army to march, and 
in order to allure the Mexicans laid open his 
flanks, and then fuddenly turned ftibrt upon 
them, but was unable to do them much damage 
•on account of the fwiftnefs of their flight, and 
the thicknefi of the woods. Thofe above at the 
fame time abandoned their fortification, and fol- 
lowed at a diftance. Cortes having proceeded 
a league and a half farther, perceived another 
fortrefs garrifoned by the enemy ; but not chu- 
fing to attack it, he encamped near a forfaken 
village. The general the next morning taking 
a view of the enemy's poft, perceived an emi- 
nence within mufket-ihot, which the Mexicans 
had neglected to occupy ; but which .was imme- 
diately feized by Alderete and Verdugo Barba, 
with the mufketeers, who made fuch a fuccefsful 
fire, that the Mexicans, filled with terror, fled 
to the difiant parts of the country. 

Cortes now marched to Guaftapeque : but be- 
fore he reached it, the Cacique with the prin- 
cipal inhabitants invited him and the reft of 
the Spaniards to lodge there, to which he rea- 
dily con fen ted. They had however but- little 
time to enjoy the pleafures of this place, for 
the general being informed that the enemy had 
halted at Quatlavaca, to dispute his paflage over 
a hollow way filled with water, ordered the army 
to march thither. The paflage feemed imprac- 
ticable ; but Cortes charged the enemy with the 
fire-arms and arrows, and ordered two or three 
fridges to be made of long trees, which being 
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laid acrofs the chafm, afforded a paflage for the 
infantry, which the Mexicans feeing, attacked 
thofe who had pa/fed over with fuch fury, that 
they could hardly ftand their ground, and were 
in the moft imminent danger, when Cortes, Al- 
verado, Olid and Tapia, came to their affiftance 
with the horfe, who, together with fome Tlaf- 
calans, charged the enemy with fuch impetu* 
ofity, that they were immediately difordered, 
routed, and purfued to the mountains with great 
ilaughier. 

Early the next morning Cortes marched to- 
wards Suchimilco ; the firft day they went thro 9 
a defile three leagues lone, and at night took 
pp their quarters in fome houfes near the road. 
At day break they proceeded on their march* 
and perceived the Mexicans draw up in a plain, 
with a large and rapid river in the front. Cor- 
tes extended the troops of his allies along the 
Lank of the river, and while both fides made 
fome difcharges at each other with little effect, 
commanded the Spaniards to take the bridge 
that was between them ; but they met with fuch 
an obftinate refinance, that they were twice re- 
pulfed. However, returning the third time, 
they gained the pafs, which fo difcouraged the 
Mexicans, that they began to fly in great dis- 
order. 

The Spaniards inftantly formed upon the 
ground the Mexicans had quitted, and being 
joined by feveral bodies of the allies who had 
fwam over the river, advanced towards the 
Mexicans, who had halted near the city, and fell 

upon 
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upon them with fuch resolution as they were 
entering the gates, that they made a very great 
(laughter. Cortes then leaving part of his troops 
to fecure a retreat, entered with the fugitives, 
and ordering fome companies to force the bar- 
ricadoes in the street on the right and left, 
advanced to the principal avenues, where the 
enemy had their greateft force. This he with 
fome difficulty furmounted, and ruined forwards 
into a multitude of the enemy, but inftantly 
Ending himfelf furrounded, and his retreat cut 
off, he fupported himfelf for fome time, till 
his horfe falling, he was in extreme danger, and 
nothing faved him but the great defire of, the 
Mexicans to feize him alive for a prefent to 
the emperor ; but before they could carry him 
off, Chriftoval de Olea, a common foldier of 
difHnguiftied bravery, feeing his diftrefs, and 
calling to fome Tlafcalans who were fighting 
near him, put himfelf at their head, and forced 
his way to the place with fuch refolution, that 
he killed the Mexicans who had feized Cortes, 
and he having thus recovered his liberty with 
only two flight wounds, pufhed the enemy fo 
vigorously, that they fled to that part of the 
city which was built in the water and left the 
Spaniards matters of all the flreets upon the firm 
land. 

The troops without the gates were in the mean 
while warmly attacked by a body of 10,000 
Mexicans, who fought for fome time with great 
obftinacy, but were at length glad to return with 
considerable lofs« 

This fuccefs made Cortes matter of all the 
ftreets and buildings on the firm land, and hav- 
ing 
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ing placed fufficient guards by the water-fide, 
he ordered an officer and 20 or 30 foldiers to 
keep watch on the top of the principal temple. 
Near the clofe of the evening they difcovered a- 
bout 2000 armed canoes advancing with great 
ipeed from Mexico, upon which the guards at 
the landing places were immediately doubled, 
and in the morning about 15,000 of the enemy 
landed at a confiderable diilance from the city. 
Cortes immediately marched out and charged 
them with fuch impetuoiity, that they were 
routed at the firft attack, and the whole action 
appeared rather a chace than a victory. 

Cortes having continued four days atSuchim- 
ilco, retired in good order, with the fatisfaction 
of having accomplifhed the end of his expediti- 
on, by taking a view of that city and weakening 
the force of the enemy : he was however inward- 
ly diiTatisfied at his having loft nine or ten 
Spaniards in this expedition. For be/ides thofe 
who were killed in attempting to fcale the 
mountains, three or four were taken alive, while 
they were pillaging one of the houfes at Suchim- 
ilco, and two of his fervants fell into an ambuf- 
cade by imprudently feparating from the army. 
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chap. xvm. 



Tbe Brigantines got ready for failing on tbe Lake. 
A Plot to affaffinate the General and bis princi- 
pal Officers dif covered. Xicotencal leaves Cor* 
tes, to return Home, but is purfued and killed. 
Tbe Brigantines launched upon tbe Lake, and 
attacked by 4000 Canoes, moft ofivbicb are de- 
ftroyed. An Attack made upon tbe three Caufc- 
<ways at once, in vobicb tbe Spaniards are fea- 
fonably relieved by tbe Brigantines ; tbefe char 
tbe Lake of tbe Mexicans, <wbo afterwards in- 
vent federal Stratagems to deftroy tbe Spaniards. 

jOON after Cortes's return to Tezeuco, a 
foldier who had been long in the fervice, came 
to him with marks of fear and concern, and de- 
fired a private audience, which being granted, 
he gave him all the particulars of a confpiracy 
that had been formed in his abfence. The chief 
contriver of this treacherous defign was a private 
foldier named Antonio de Villafana, whodiflik- 
ing theenterprize againft Mexico, blamed the ge- 
neral for his purfuit of that conqueft, accufing 
him of obftinacy and ramnefs* Finding that 
his fellow foldiers liftened to his infinuations, he 
exprefled a defire of relinquifhing the enterprize, 
and returning to Cuba : but as it was impoffible 
to do this without Cortes's con/en t, he, after hav- 
ing fufficiently fouadcd his confederates, pro- 

pofed 
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pofed to theava: fcheme for aflaffinating the ge- 
neral and all his principal officers, except Fran- 
cifco Verdugo, who had married the filler of 
Diego Velafquez* and upon him they propofed 
to confer the chief command, which would give 
a kind of fan&on to. the mutiny, and be highly 
agreeable to the governor of Cuba ; but as they 
knew Verdugb to be a man of honour, they durft 
not acquaint him with their defign. In fhort, 
the affair was managed with fuch dexterity that 
the numbers of the confpirators daily increafed, 
and it was at length agreed, to feign a packet 
from Vera Cruss with letters from Spain, and to 
give it the general when he was at table : that 
they fhould all go in together under the pretence 
of hearing the news, and while Cortes was read- 
ing the firft letter, they were to make ufeof that 
opportunity to murder him and all his friends 
with their daggers. 

The general having received this intelligence, 
went immediately, with two Alcades and fome 
of Ms captains, to Villafana's quarters, where 
he found him with three or four of his accom- 
plices, and having put him in irons, and ordered 
every body to retire, while he examined him. in 
private, he took out of the wretch's bofom a 
japer figned by all the confpirators, in which he 
found fome names that greatly increafed his 
concern; but concealing the paper from his 
friends, he ordered the foldiers, who were found 
with Villafana to be put into another prifon, 
and then withdrew, dire&ing the officers of juf- 
tice to proceed in his trial with all poffible dif- 
patch, without taking notice of any of his ac- 
complices ; 
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complices ; and Villafana being condemned to 
die, was the next morning feen hanging at the 
window of his own lodging, fo that his guilt 
and punifhment were made public at the lame 
time. But this being no time to fatisfy juftfce 
with the lives of fo many peribns, Cortes pre- 
tended that Villafana had fwallowed a paper 
which he believed contained the names of the 
confpirators, and then aflembling his captains 
and foldiers gave them a fummary account of the 
delign againft his life, and the lives of many 
prefent ; faid that he thought himfelf happy in 
not knowing Villafana's accomplices, and in- 
treated his friends to enquire whether the Spani- 
ards had any complaint to make againft his pro- 
ceedings, bccaufe he was above all things de- 
firous of giving entire fatisfa&ion to his foldiers, 
and was ready to corred his own faults. At the 
fame time he ordered the foldiers, who had been 
taken with Villafana, to be fet at liberty, and 
behaved to the reft of the confpirators as ufual, fo 
that thinking him ignorant of their crime, they 
afterwards ferved him with extraordinary circum- 
fpe&ion, in order to avert any fufpiciqa of their 
fidelity. He however feizcd"$his opportunity of 
having twelve men, commanded by an officer, to 
guard his perfon. 

Cortes was a few days after perplexed with 
another affair that gave him no fmall diftur- 
bancc. Xicotencal, having conceived fome dif- 

full at Cortes, refolved to leave the army, and 
aving aftembled fome companies of Tlafcalans 
who were attached to his intereft, retired in the 
night, of which Cortes being informed, fent af- 
ter 



by HERNANDO CORTES. 233 
ter him fome noble Indians of Tezeuco, to per- 
fuade him to return; but Xicotencal's anfwer fo 
provoked the general, that he difpatched three 
companies of Spaniards, with an additional force 
of Indians, with orders to take him prifoner, or 
to kill him in cafe of reMance. As he defended 
himfelf to the laft, it was impracticable to take 
him alive, and he no fooner fell than his foldiers, 
who fought with reluctance, readily Submitted 
and returned to Tezeuco, leaving their general 
hanging on a tree. 

The brigantines being now ready, Cortes or- 
dered them to be launched and rigged, and then 
reviewed the Spaniards, who amounted to 900 
men, near 200 of whom ufed fire-arms andcrofs- 
bows, the reft were armed with fwords, buck- 
lers, and lances. He had alfo 86 horfe, and 
18 pieces of cannon, with a large quantity of 
ammunition. He then ordered, on board each 
veffel, 20 Spaniards, under the command of a 
captain, with twelve rowers and one piece of 
artillery. 

Cortes refolving to take poffeffion at the fame 
time of the three principal caufeways : the expe- 
dition of Tacuba was intruded to Alverado, 
who had 150 Spanifh foot, 30 horfe, 30,000 
Tlafcalans, and two pieces of cannon. The at- 
tack of the caufeway called Iztapalapa was com- 
mitted to Sandoval, who commanded 150 Spa* 
niards, 24 horfe, two pieces of artillery, and all 
the troops of Chaico, Cholula, and Guacocingo, 
amounting to above 40,000 men, and the attempt 
upon Cuyocan another of them was affigned to Be 

Vol.IL O Olid, 
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Olid, with 1 60 Spaniards, two pieces of cannon, 
and to,ooo confederate Indians. 

Alverado and Olid marched together as far as 
Tacuba, which was abandoned by the inhabi- 
tants, as were ail the towns upon the lake, who 
were gone to defend Mexico. The two Spanifh 
captains had notice that the Mexicans had form- 
ed a considerable body within half a league of 
the city to cover the aquedu&s that fnpplied it 
with frefh water. Upon this intelligence they 
marched thither, and after a very obi&nate bat- 
tle, drove the enemy from their poft ; broke the 
aquedudb, and by this means effectually cut off 
their water. 

Olid then marched toCuyocan the other caufe- 
way ; and Cortes having allowed Sandoval time 
to reach Iztapalapa, embarked with the Caci- 
que of Tezeuco and his brother, and took upon 
himfelfthe command of, the lake, after having 
left a fuffceient number of troops to cover his 
lace of arms, and fecure a communication with 
is quarters. His thirteen brigan tines being 
drawn up in a line, and adorned with flags and 
flreamers, he approached Mexico, and then fail- 
ing back, obferved a pretty large caftle, fituated 
upon a fmall ifland which the enemy thought im- 
pregnable. Cortes landed here with 150 Spa- 
niards, and drove the enemy, who made a brave 
defence, into the caftle, where they were fo 
crowded, that having no room to manage their 
arms, they were obliged to furrender. The Spa- 
niards then returned to their brigantines, in or- 
der to fleer towards Iztapalapa, to affiil Sandoval, 

when 
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when they obferved a fleet of 4000 canoes afTem- 
fcling on the lake. £ortes drew up his veffels 
in the form of an half moon, and advanced to- 
wards the canoes, when a breeze of wind fudden- 
iy fpringing up, they began the attack at a 
diftance with the artillery, and then making ufe 
of their fails, ran in among the canoes with fuch 
force as over-fet all that flood in djieir way, 
while their fire-arms and crofs-bows niade a ter- 
rible daughter . The nobles ojf Mexico, who 
had manned *he 500 canoes in the front, made 
fome oppofition j bat moll of thefe being deflroy- 
ed, the reft were thrown into fuch confofion, 
that they ran foul of each other, fo that the 
^greatefl part of them over-fet, when the brigan- 
tines, jpurfuing the miferabk remains of this 
fleet with their cannon fhot, forced than to take 
fhelter in the canals of the city of Mexico* 

Cortes patted the night near T*ezettCQ, and in 
the morning was preparing to fail to Iztapalapa, 
when he difcorered a great number of canoe* 
snaking towards puyocan, and following them 
found De OMd engaged on the caufeway with 
the enemy who defended it, and at the fame 
time with the canoes on each fide, againfl each 
of whom being obliged to make a front, he was 
hardly able to keep the ground he had gained. 
The Mexicans had drawn up the bridges on the 
caufeways towards the city, and mounting on 
chem in ranks, charged from the top. The Spa- 
niards were obliged to clear thefe places of de- 
fence with their crofs-bows, while fafcines were 
brought to jfiH the ditch ; but a piece of artillery 
•being brought up, Jt foon cleared thepaflages. 
Oz De 
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Be Olid had juft made himfelf mailer of the firft 
ditch when the canoes arrived ; but at the fight 
of the brigantines all the Mexicans fled with pre- 
cipitation : and the canoes on the other fide, 
as foon as three brigantines had got through 
a wide paflage, retired in diforder, towards the 
city. 

The troops patted the night upon the caufe- 
way, and in the morning proceeded on their 
march with little or no oppofition, 'till they ap- 
proached the laft bridge, which they found for- 
tified with ftrong works, and the trenches that 
were cut in the ftreets were defended, by a vaft 
multitude of people. The artillery from the 
brigantines made a dreadful (laughter of them, 
while De Olid having ruined the fortification of 
the caufeway, and filled up the ditch, charged 
the Mexicans who had defended them ; and Cor- 
tes landing with 30 Spaniards, gave fuch life to 
the attack, that the enemy quickly turned their 
backs, and the chief ftreet of Mexico was gain- 
ed. The fugitives however took poffeffion of a 
temple near the entrance of the city, and from 
this poll tiiey defied the Spaniards ; but Cortes 
ordering three or four pieces of cannon to be 
landed, they were foon made fenfible of their 
danger, and all that part of the city was for- 
faken ; the next day Cortes retired along the 
caufeway to Cuyocan, guarded on each fide by 
his brigantines, fo that the enemy durft not dis- 
turb his march. 

i. Cortes then proceeded to Iztapalapa, where 
lie found Sandoval reduced to the laft extremity. 
He had taken pofleffion of the buildings on the 
land, and had made great havock among thofe 

who 
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who approached in their canoe ; he had demo- 
lifbed fome hoafes, and overthrown two or three 
'reinforcements from Mexico, fent to attack him 
by land ; and that day the Indians having aban- 
doned a large building, he refolved 40 leize it, 
in order to enlarge his quarters. This fcheme he 
effected, by forming a paflage with fafrines, but 
he had no fooner entered the node with fome of 
-his people, than a great number of canoes which 
* had lain in ambufh, advanced with a multitude 
of Mexicans, ■who threw themferves into the wa- 
ter, and dragging away the fafrines cut off his 
.retreat, by which means he was beiieged on all 
iides, while the enemy difcharged their arrows 
•at him and his men, from all the terraces and 
windows of the neighbouring houfesu He was 
in this diftrefs when Cortes arrived, and obferv- 
ing the vaft number of canoes in the water ftreets, 
advanced with all poffible fpeed, and played his 
artillery with fuch fucoefe, that the enemy fled 
in great confufion. The low of the Mexicans 
4ipoh this occafion was very great. 

Cortes now refolved to quit the poft he was in, 
and to difpatch Sandoval to Tapeauqnilla, where 
there was another caufeway, the pofieffion where- 
of would effectually out<pff the enemy's provi- 
sions, of which they already began to be in want. 
^Sandoval advancing, and finding the place for- 
saken, lodged himfelf in it without refinance* 
The general then failed to Tacuba to vifit Alve- 
Tado, who had met with various fuccefs: for 
-though the place was deferted at his approach, 
.he had, like De Olid, been obliged to beat down 
jwoxksj and to fill up ditches. 

O 3 Cortes 
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Cortes now refolved to put a flop to all opera- 
tions by land, till he had made himfelf mailer 
of the lake ; for this purpofe he prevailed on the 
allied towns to fend a vail number of canoes 
manned by the moil expert Indians, who with 
the brigantines .failing continually about the 
lake and along the three caufeways, afforded 
them an opportunity of taking many canoes 
loaded with proviiions and water, which reduced 
the beiieged to great dillrefs. 

The Mexicans now ient canoes to clear the 
ditches, and made fallies in the night only to 
alarm the enemies, and fatigue them by want 
bf ileep ; that they might afterwards attack them 
with the advantage of freih troops. They alfo 
built large piraguas ilrengthened with planks, 
in which they flickered themfelves from the 
fhot in time of engagement. In thefe they came 
Out in the night, and lay in ambufh behind a 
fcrove of reeds in the lake, which effectually 
concealed them from view : and designing to 
draw thither the brigantines that cruized about 
the lake by two at a time, they provided three 
or four canoes laden with proviiions for a bait* 
and fixed a coniiderable number of large flakes 
in the water to deflroy or incumber the brigan- 
tines. 

The next day, as they expe&ed, two of the 
brigantines that attended Sandoval began their 
cruize, when the Mexicans fent out their canoes, 
which as icon as they were feen, pretended to 
fly and retire among the reeds, and the brigan- 
tines giving chace, fell in among the flakes, 
where they were fo embarraiTed, that they could 

neither 
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neither move forward nor backwards. At the 
fame in flan t the pigrjini immr vm imtl attacked 
them on all fidesAvith fnch fury, that the Spani- 
ards mot infallibly periled, had not fome ex- 
^fi swimmers cut away theftakes with hatchets, 
and in the mean while they kept fuch a fire upon 
the enemy, that almoft all the piraguas were 
funk, but this victory was not obtained before 
the brigantines had received great damage. 

Cortes however refolved to turn this ftratagem 
*gainft the enemy, and being fome time after in- 
formed that the Mexicans had concealed them- 
felves a fecond time among the reeds, he ordered 
fix brigantines to fleer off in the night, and lie 
in ambuih among another parcel of reeds, at a 
fin all diftance from the enemy's ambufcade. In 
the morning one of the brigantines began her 
cruize, and difcovering the piraguas as if by ac- 
cident, flood off immediately, and pretended to 
fly towards the place of the counter ambufcade, 
when (he was inftantly purfned by the piraguas, 
till being at a convenient diftance, the other bri- 
gantines fallied out, and gave them fuch a ter- 
rible falute with their great guns, that at the 
very firft difcharge they were almoft all funk, 
«nd moil pf the men pexiihed. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Cortes offers a Peace to the Emperor, But bis Priejts 
prevent the accepting it* Upon which Cortes 
makes a general Attack, and after an obflinate 
Engagement is defeated. He afterwards renews 
the Attack, makes a Lodgment and obliges the 
Emperor t* retire to thefartbeft Part of the City. 
The Emperor and his Confort arefeissed in an 
Attempt to efcape, and the whole Empire of 
Mexico acknowledges their SubjeQion to Spain. 
Cortes extends bis Conquefis to the South- Sea, 
rebuilds Mexico, and dies in Spain. 



V>0 R T E S being informed that the befieged 
began to want provifions, exerted his utmoft di- 
ligence la cutting off all relief from the city, and 
in tfye mean tine difinified two Mexican noble- 
men with a menage to the emperor Guatimozin, 
with overtures of peace. Upon which the em r 
peror .was advifed to agree to the general's pror 
pofals. This .favourable difpofition was however 
deftroyed by the remonftrances of the prieib ; 
infomuch that Guatimozin himfelf declared that, 
to whatever diftrefs the city flipuld be reduced, 
he would put the firft man to death, who fhould 
from thenceforward mention peace. 

Cortes was no fooner informed of this, than 
Jie refolved to cany fire and fword into the city ; 
and for that purpote fent orders to the command- 
os of the troops of Tacuba and Tapeaquilla, 

whibt 
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while he himfelf march d by the cauftway of 
Cuyocan at the head of the troops commanded 
by De Olid. All obstacles were foon removed, 
and the troops advanced without any considera- 
ble opposition to the laft bridge, where the Indi- 
ans had broke down part of the caufeway to en- 
large the ditch ; and on the opposite bank they 
had raifed a fortification covered with planks ; 
it was however Toon deftroyed by the artillery, 
and the enemy retired into the- city. Thus the 
ihore being left free', Cortes ordered his men to 
land immediately, and to take on ihore the horfe 
and three pieces of cannon, bat before he ad* 
vanced into the ftreets he gave orders to Julian 
p!e Alderete to ftay behind, and fill up the ditch, 
while the briean tines were to approach the fcene 
of action by the great canals, and to fire upon the 
enemy. But Alderete no fooner heard them en- 
gaged, than thinking his employment difho- 
noarable, he ruihed forwards to have a ihare in 
the battle, leaving the care of filling up the ditch 
to another officer, who alfo abandoned it for the 
fame reafen. The Mexicans Hood the firft 
charge, and behaved with great bravery, doing 
the Spaniards conftderable damage from the 
windows and tops of the houfes. But fuddenly 
in the heat of the engagement, they quitted the 
ground, for Cuatimozin being informed that the 
great ditch was abandoned, refolved to fall upon 
the Spaniards in their retreat. 

Cortes fufpe&ed their intent, and having bare- 
ly time to return to his quarters before night, be- 
gan his retreat after having iet fire to feveral 
houfes, from which he had fuHained fome da- 
mage. The Spaniards had fcarce began to march 

back, 
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back, before they were attacked on all fides by 
an incredible number of chofcn warriors, who 
fought with fuch intrepidity, that they difre- 

farded both the fire-arms and crofs-bows. Cortes 
eing informed that the retreat was hindered by 
the ditch, endeavoured to form his battalions : 
bu.t could not, becaufe the confederates, being 
in the front, were the firft who arrived at the 
ditch, and had thrown themfelves into it with 
fuch confufion, that they were deftroyed by the 
Mexicans, who either wounded or drowned them. 
The general was now left with his people to 
maintain the fight, when his horfe being killed 
under him, Captain Francifco de Guzman a- 
lighted to give him his, and was taken prifoner, 
without apoffibility of being refcued. At length 
however Cortes got to the brigantines, and re- 
turned to his quarters, wounded, and extremely 
mortified at his defeat, above 40 Spaniards being 
taken prifoners. Upwards of 1000 Tlafcalans 
were killed , one piece of cannon was loft, and 
of the Spaniards fcarce one eicaped un wounded. 
Alverado and Sandoval entered the city by 
different ways at the fame time with Cortes, ana 
met with nearly the fame fuccefs, but they did 
not lofe above 20 Spaniards. 
* The Mexicans celebrated die victory with great 
rejoicings, and were (b elevated with their good] 
fortune, that a little before break of day they 
advanced by the three cauieways, to beat up the 
quarters, to fet fire to the brigantines, and CO 
compleat the deftru&ion of the Spaniards. Bat 
the latrer were well prepared to receive them ; 
they were repulfed by the artillery of the brigan- 
tines, and tome pieces mounted at the Spaniih 
lodgments, which played upon the caufeways. 

TU 
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The next day Guatimozin caufed a report to 
he fprcad, that Cortes was killed. However, 
his allies Toon recovered their fright, frefh fuc- 
cours came in, and feveral nations that had hi- 
therto continued neuter, being fenfible of the 
difb-efs of Mexico, declared for the Spaniards. 
§o that in a few days, Cortes found himfelf at 
the head of above 200,000 men. The Mexicans 
in the mean time were not idle, but frequently 
attacked the quarters both by day and night, 
though they were always repulfed with lofs. 
The city was now in the greateft diitrefs for want 
of bread and water, which induced the general 
to proceed to action, and as he had fuffered fo 
much in retreating, it was agreed that the com- 
mander of each body of Spaniards ihould en- 
deavour to ftay in that part of the city into which 
he ihould penetrate. 

This plan being approved, Alverado and San- 
doval began their march by day-break from Ta- 
cuba to Tapeaquilla; Cortes advanced from 
Cuyocan with a body of troops commanded by 
Olid ; while the bngantines and canoes were 
distributed fo as to rapport the three attacks. 
All the difficulties were furmounted as ufual, 
and the three captains entering the city much 
about the fame time, fortified themfelves with 
the ruins of the houfes. 

This new method of proceeding filled the 
Mexicans with confirmation, and entirely broke 
all their meafures. A council was immediately 
fnmmoned at Guatimozin 's palace, where it was 
refolved to diflodge the Spaniards, and their ar- 
my being divided into three bodies, advanced to 

the 
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the attack, at break of day ; bat preparations 
having been made for their reception, they no 
fooner approached, than the artillery began to 
play upon the avenues, and made fuch a terrible 
{laughter of the van-guard, that they dnrft not 
proceed ; when the Spaniards mined upon them, 
they were foon routed and difperied, by .which 
means they obtained better quarters for the en- 
fuing night. The Spaniards that continued were 
obliged, as they advanced, to deftroy hou fes, level 
works, and £11 up the trenches cut acrofs every 
ftreet, and notwithstanding thefe obftructions, 
all the three leaders in lefs than four days cane 
in fight of the principal fquare in the city where 
they had agreed to meet. Alverado arrived firft 
at this fpacious fquare, which was called Tlate- 
leuco, where he found the enemy endeavouring 
to make a ftand, but he fell upon them with 
fuch refolution, that they immediately abandon* 
ed the ground, and retired in great confufion to 
the ftreets on the oppofite fide. Obferving at a 
fmail diftance a very large temple, the towers of 
which were poiTefTed by the enemy, he immedi- 
ately detached fome companies to drive them 
from thence, in order to fecure his rear, which 
was performed with very little opposition* He 
was foon after joined by Cortes and Olid, who 
advanced by a different avenue, driving a con- 
fufed throng of Mexicans before them into the 
fquare, who falling in upon the battalion which 
Alverado had drawn up in order of battle, and 
being attacked on every fide, were moll of them 
cut to pieces* The fame miferable fate attended 

thofc 
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thofe who were driven into the fquare, &y the 
-third divifion under the- command of 4>andovaL 

The enemy perceiving that (he whole force 
of the Spaniards was united, now ran with the 
utmoft precipitation to defend the perfon of their 
prince, by which means Cortes had an opportu- 
nity of lodging his troops *o the bell advantage. 
The next morning all the (beets in pofleflion of 
the enemy were filled with armed men, in order 
to cover thofe who were railing a kind of fortifi- 
cation, but as they did sot proceed to holtilities, 
Cortes fufpended the attack he had meditated, 
and refolved to try onoe more, whether they were 
diipofed to an accommodation, now they faw 
him ib advaatageouffy polled. He therefore 
fent a menace to Guatimozin, who had retired 
with his minifters and the nobility to a (pacious 
angle of the city, the greatell part of which was 
defended by the lake. 

A fulpenlionof arms being agreed upon, Gua- 
timozin held ieveral councils, to deliberate on 
the overtures of peace, and the majority were 
for agreeing to the treaty ; while others were for 
continuing the war, who being joined by the 
priests, it was refolved to profecute it. In the 
mean time the emperor gave orders that all the 
piraguas and canoes fhould retire to a bay, in 
order to fecure his retreat, in cafe he ihould be 
driven to extremities. Cortes immediately fuf- 
pecled their defign, and therefore appointed 
Sandoval commander in chief of all the brigan- 
tines, with orders to furround the bay at a dis- 
tance, and to keep a ftri& watch upon the ene- 
my's motions. 

Vol. H. Y Cortes 
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Cortes having taken the/e Hep*, advanced 
with his troops, which the Mexican! perceiving* 
prepared for an engagement. Bat they no 
iboner obferved the terrible havock made by 
the firft difcharge of the cannon on their wood- 
en fortifications, than they lent notice of it to 
Guatimozin, and in a little time demanded a 
parley ; upon which four Mexicans, who feem- 
cd perfons of diftin&ion, appeared on the farther 
fide of a ditch, and informed Cortes that they 
were appointed to receive his propofals, bat the 
general defined that the emperor himfelf would 
come to treat in per fen, and in the mean time a 
(top mould be put to all a& of hoftility. With 
this anfwer the ambafladors retired, and .word 
was brought that the emperor would come the 
next day to conclude a treaty, but he put off his " 
coming for feveral days* 

However, the day being come which was the 
utmoft period allowed by Cortes, Sandoval ddfeo- 
vered, Wore the fun arofe* great multitudes em* 
barking on * board the canoes in the bay, and 
thefe attacked the briganttnes with great, fury, 
without being terrified at the havock made a* 
mong them by the artillery. 

In the hotteft part of the engagement Sandoval 
obferved fix or feven piraguas rowing with the 
utmoft fpeed from the fartheft part of the bay, 
upon which he ordered a brigantine to give them 
chace. The captain foon came up with the fore* 
nioft piragua, which feemed to command the reft, 
when the Mexicans inftandyceafed rowing; and 
defircd him not to Ere, becanfe the emperor was 
on board. The captain with other Spaniards im- 
mediately leaped into the piragua, to fecure their 
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prize. Upon which Gaatimozii' faid, "lam 
'• your pnfoner, and ready to go whither you 
'* think fit to condo& me. All the favour I 
'* have. to aflc is, that fome regard may be paid 
"to the honour of theemprefs my cortfort, and 
•* her female attendants/* Guatimozin then 
palling into the brigantine, gave his hand to that 
princef* to help her up the fide. The captain 
had no /boner made Guatimozin prisoner, than 
he difpatched a canoe to Cortes with an account 
of his fuccefs, and alt military operations ceafed 
icon after. * 

* Cortes fent two companies of Spaniards to the 
landing place to guard the royal prisoners, whom 
he received with great reipeft, which the empe- 
uor returned in the fame manner. On their arri- 
val at the Spanish quarters, Guatimozin and his 
emprefs went in firft. When Cortes, to alleviate 
their (brrow, told him> that he was prifoner to 
one of the moft powerful monarchs in the uni- 
veafe, from whofe clemency he might hope tore-, 
gain not only his liberty, but even his empire, 
and that till the plealure of his fovereign fhould 
be known, he fhould be treated with all the re- 
{pe& due to the emperor of Mexico. 

Cortes thinking it was ftill neceflary to reduce 
that part of the city which was in the enemy's 
pafleffion, left the care of hfc prifoners to Sando- 
val, and went out to give orders for another at- 
tack. But Guatimozin fufpecling the caufe of his 

# This great event happened on the 13th of 
Asgufl, 1 £2i> md from thence has been dated: 
the dominion of the Spaniards over the Mexican 
empire* 
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abrupt departure, defired to fpeak with him r and 
upon his returning back conjured him to fpare 
his unhappy fubjccls, who would furrenderpeace- 
* ably as foon as they weic informed of his capti- 
vity. He therefore intreated Cortes to allow one 
ef his miniflers to accompany him, and command 
the Mexicans, in their prince's name*, to obey 
the Spanish general, which ordes they no fooner 
heard, than they threw down, their anns and 
fubmitted. 

Cortes's troops no fooner took poUeflion of the 
places evacuated by the Mexicans, than they 
found themfelves furrounded w^th objects of hor- 
ror, a vaft number of miferaMe wretches, of the 
fick and wounded were lymg calling upon death 
to releafe them from their tortures, and whole 
houfes and courts, were filled with the'bodies of 
perfons of diitin&ion who had been (lain in bat- 
tle, and were kept till their funerals could be 
performed, and from thefe places proceeded a 
(tench that threatened the air with infection, and 
obliged Cortes to take immediate care to prevent 
a peftilence, by giving orders for interring the 
bodies. While this neceflary office was perform- 
ed, he retired with his prifoness to Cuyocan, 
after having affigned quarters to Alverado and 
Sandoval, who luperintended the- clean fing of 
Mexico, and this cfcfagreeablc duty being in a 
few days performed* he returned again to the 
city. 

The refpeft with which the emperor Guati- 
mozin wae treated did not laft long,, for the rol- 
lers remembering the* vaft quantities of gold 
they had formerly feen in Montezuma's poUefit- 
on, demanded an account of what was become o£ 
&. ' ^Vhen Cortes protefting his ignorance, they 

fuggefted 
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fuggefted that he had: fecretly fecured it for hu 
own ufc Hence they grew furious and infolent, 
in which difpofition they were encouraged by 
Julian de Aiderete, the king's treafurer, who had 
great authority, and was nephew to the bifhop 
of Burgos,,, was inclined to do Cortes all the mif- 
chief in his power. Aiderete being unable, to 
obtain an account of thefe treafures, demanded, 
that the-emperor and his. firft mihifter ftiould be 
put into his hands, in order to be examined a- 
Dout them, which Cortes in his prefent circum- 
ftances did not care to refufe. 

H&j&Jnhuman monfter* according to fomeau.^ 
thors* caufed them to be immediately put upon, 
the rack ; but as others, with greater truth, af- 
firm* had them extended, upon burning coals.. 
When they were both in this fituation, the mi- 
nifter cafting his eyes upon the emperor cried out 
violently-, upon which Guatimozin with great 
compofure faid, Do you think I lie here upon 
rofes ? At which the poor man was fo ftruck, 
that he» expired without uttering any further 
complaint :^ but Cortes hearing his firft cries, 
burft into the apartment, and releafecr the empe- 
ror beforeitrwas too late ; upon which occanon 
the foldiersthemfelves approved his conduct, and 
blamed the treafurer's barbarity ^ No difcovery 
was however made by this inftanee of cruelty. 
They then fearched all parts of the lake to- no 
.purpofe, ranfacked the temples, in which they 
found- but little gold, and tore to pieces the 
tombs, ii^ which a fmall quantity was found, 
which Cortes,, in order to pacify them, divided 
- amongft them. 

Thofe provinces of the Mexican empire that 
were neareft to the capital immediately fubmitted, 

and 
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and Cortes having received intelligence of tire 
kingdom of Mechoacan, which lay to the weft- 
ward of Mexico, he fent Montano with three 
other Spaniards as ambanadors to the king, who 
at nrA gave them an indifferent reception ; hut 
afttrwards treated them with great magnificence, 
and even went in perfon to fee Cortes, whofoon 
after diipatched Chriftopher de Olid with an 
army to take pofTeffion of that country, which 
he accordingly did, and forced the king to fly 
for fhelter into the mountains. 

Cortes upon this great flow of fuccefs, loll that 
humanity and virtue by which he had before difc 
tinguifhedhimfelf,difcovering the utmofthaugh- 
tinefs and cruelty. He creeled forts, and feat 
Sandoval to inbdue the countries near Tabaico 
and Tecountepee on the north tea, while he fent 
De Alvetado with a body of Spaniards and con- 
federate Indians, to take pouefliooL of the coun- 
tries bordering upon the vale of Guaxaco, to the 
eaftward of Mexico. 

While Cortes was thus employed in reducing 
an amazing extent of country to the obedience 
of Charles v. emperor and king of Spain, Chrif- 
toval de Tapia arrived at Vera Cruz, with a 
commiflion from that prince to command all the 
new conquers ; but he was fo threatened, and 
terrified by the garrifon of Vera Cruz, that he 
was glad to make his efcape, and leave the ge- 
nerafin pofTeffion of Mexico. 

Cortes now marched in perfon into the pro- 
vince of Panuco, which he not only reduced to 
fobje&ion, but had the inhumanity, in violation 
of the laws of nature and of nations, to divide 
the country and air the Indian inhabitants a- 

raongil 



by HERNANDO CORTES. 251 

mongft the officers andfoldiers, who treated them 
as flaves, and this was his practice in every pro- 
vince, whether the people voluntarily fubmnted 
to hkn, or were compeDed to it by force : hut 
he fent fuch rich presents to .the emperor, 
that notwithstanding his cruelty, he was declared, 
captain-general and governor of New Spain, 
and the governors of Hifpaniola and Cuba were 
- commanded to fend him fcrpplies, and to give 
him all poffible affiftance, 

Cortes now finding himfelf eftablifhed in his 
command, fet about rebuilding the city of Mexi- 
co ; affigned places for ere&rng churches and 
public edifices ; laid out market places ; divided 
the belt part of the ground among the Spaniards, 
and the reft among the natives. 

All his conquefts could not however procure 
him a peaceable eftablifhment. He was in dan- 
ger from the intrigues of the Indians, who, from 
a love of liberty, were defirous of recovering their 
country, and driving out or extirpating the Spa- 
niards, and therefore in 1527, he hanged the 
emperor Guatimozin, and two other Indian 
princes, whom he h^ad detected in a confpiracy 
againft him. Sometimes he was expofed to dan* 
ger, by his own countrymen : Chriftoval de Olid, 
who had behaved fo gallantly in the war again ft 
the Mexicans, revolted from him ; but was foon 
taken off by a violent death. Several conspira- 
cies were formed to murder him ; he had alfo 
many enemies in Spain, who took fuch pains to 
prejudice the emperor Charles V. againft him, 
that he found it neceflary to return thither, in or- 
der to juftify his conduct. 

Accordingly in 1 528, he undertook that voy- 
age, and was received by Charles V, with great 

refpeft : 
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refpe& : that prince, gave him the whole vale of 
Atrifco, with the towns -and villages upon it^ 
conferred on him the tide of Marquifs of the vale 
of Guaxaca, and to compleat his favours, procu- 
red him a very honourable marriage. 

The next vear he returned to Mexico with -his 
lady, and afterwards being involved in fome dis- 
putes with the vicerov of Mexico, he, in the year 
1542, made a fecona voyage tc« Jpaio, where he 
died in a village near Seville, called Caftilleja 
de la Cuefta, on the 2d of December 1554, in 
the 63d year of his age, after which his corpfe, 
by his own direction, was carried to New Spain* 



¥bt End of the Second Voxuh**. 
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